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James Alexandawas born in about 1816 {@olinton, Edinburgh, Midlothian, ScotlandHis parerg
wereJohn Alexander and Elizabeth White, although nothing more is known about his paremts and
his siblings?

In early1841,at age about 29ames Alexander was working aale Servant(as opposed to an
Agricultural Laborerat the Mortonhall Estate livinigp Morton Village, the estatevillage. (Mortonhall
Estate is just three miles from Colinton.)

James Alexander marriddary Gibson onl8 Jun 1841.iberton, Midlothian, Scotland[Mary began

to work as @&armLaborer on the Mortonhall Estate at age 14 years, as was the practice at that time. In
1837, at age 28 years, Mary had a child, Adam Gibson, out of wedlatkhe time of their marriage,
James was about 25 years of age and Mary was 32.

And at the time of the wedding James was living at Morton Majinst, a short distance from Morton
Village, and was listed asRh o u g h ma n . Mary Gi bs dhad@lsobéend her , Wa
Ploughman.

James antMary Alexander hadour children in addition to Adam, who James adopted as his own. All
the children were born ahe Mortonhall Estate.

Adam Gibson Alexander, b. 1837

Elizabeth Gibson Alexander, b. 1844

Christina Alexander, b. 1847

Mary Alexander, b. 1849

John Alexander, b. 1851

James Alexander lived on various places on the Mortonhall Edtaben before 1841 to after 1871
(ages before 25 years to after 55 years) James lived withintaufedvedyards & Mortonhall Manor,
in Morton Village, Morton Mains, and Morton Lodge. Sometime after HistiShday, he moved to
Blackford Cottage (which is on Blackford FammBlackfordon Blackford Avenue). James stayed
there formore tharR0 years, until his déaat age 79 years.

The details:

1841 May: Morton Village, Male Servant

1841June: Morton Mains, Ploughman

1851: Morton Village, Gardener, Domestic Servant

1861. Morton Lodge, Gardener, Domestic Servant

1871: Morton Mains, Gardener, Domestic Servant

1881: Blackford Cottage, Gardener, Domestic Servant

1891: Blackford Avenue, Gardener

1895 August: Blackford Farm, Blackford Avenue, Retired Gardener

I However, refer tAppendixB for possible additional informatidior a relationship with John Alexander.

2 The Mainswasusuallythe principalfarm on anestateor atleast the onewith the mostfertile ground The Mainsmay
includeafarmhousefarm buildingssuchasa byreanddairy, andworkers cottages TheLaird's housemay benearbyor
somedistanceawaybutis notusuallypartof theMains Refer to: https://eracademic.com/dic.nsf/enwiki/1748861



[

A farmhouse and outbuildings of Blackford Farm in Edinburgh. Farm outbuildings of Blackford farm in Edinburgh. The

The outbuildings have pantile roofs, and a fence is adjacent to remains of derelict buildings can be seen as can lose
them. A road, with a stone bridge, goes round the farmhouse. debris. A wall and a fence are to the bottom of the farm.

Photographs by Thomas Keith dated 10th May 1856.
From: https://www.capitalcollections.org.uk/view-item?i=3792&WINID=1678403917053 and

https://www.capitalcollections.org.uk/view-item?i=3791&WINID=1678403917053

That very likely means that James Alexander lived his entire life in the six square miles bounded by
Colinton, Mortonhall, and Blackford(See the map on the next page.)

James Alexander died @1 Aug 1895at age 79 years) at Blackford Cottage, Blackford Farm,
Blackford AvenueNewingtonDistrict, Edinburgh, Midlothian, Scotland

See the AppendiA for marriage, census, and death records.
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Map of James Al exander 6s Colirdon, lwdrked muthaofiés sife (& miles atvayyon Mdrtanhall Estate,
and later in life worked and died (1.5 miles away) in Blackford. Note the proximity of Edinburgh, just north of Blackford.
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Portion of Mortonhall Estate. Photograph taken from the top of Caerketton Hill looking north toward Edinburgh and the
Firth of Forth, showing Mortonhall, Morton Mains Farm, and Morton Mains House.3

3 From: https://www.mortonhall.co.uk/mortonhall/abemtortonhall/
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1841 Scotland Census Record for James Alexander, at age 25 years, just before his marriage, shown as a Male Servant, living in
Morton Village with other men who worked on the Mortonhall Estate.



Extract of an entry in an OLD PAROCHIAL REGISTER
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The above particulars are extracted from a Register ofﬂOABMﬂmW Or ﬁamsa‘a M
Given under the Seal of the General Register Office, New Register House, Edinburgh on |8“) ,w|(lg5

The above particulars incorporate any subsequent corrections or amendments to the original entry made
with the authority of the Registrar General.

Warning

Itis an offence under section 53(3) of the Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages (Scotland) Act 1965
for any person to pass as genuine any copy or reproduction of this extract which has not been made by the
General Register Office and authenticated by the Seal of that Office.

Any person who falsifies or forges any of the particulars on this extract or knowingly uses, gives or sends as RX014(T)
genuine any false or forged extract is liable to prosecution under section 53(1) of the said Act. 681

1841-06-18 James Alexander and Mary Gibson Marriage Record.* At the time of his marriage, James was 25 years
of age, and he was a Ploughman, living in Morton Mains.

4Whitsunday alsocalled Pentecost, the seventh Sunday after Eagtlrreference to the white garments worn on Pentecost by the newly baptized.
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1851 Scotland Census for James Alexander at age 35 years. James is shown as a Gardener living with his family in Morton Village.
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1861 Scotland Census page 1 for James Alexander at age 45 years. James is shown as a Gardener living with his family at Morton Lodge.
(See page 2, below.)
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1881 Scotland Census for James Alexander at age 65 years. James Alexander is shown living in Blackford Cottage.
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1871-08-01 James Alexander Death Record. At the time of his death, James was living on Blackford Farm Blackford Avenue.

Note that J a m efath@r, John Alexander, is listed as a Ploughman.



Appendix B: Possible Relationship to John Alexander

1831 Lily (Lilias) Alexander Marriage Record. Note that her father, John Alexander is
listed as a Ploughman.



