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Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes 
Franklin P. Mason II, Two-greats grandson of Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes 

The history of the Barnes family in America began 370 years ago (in 2026).  It began on 27 June 1656 

with the arrival of Thomas Barnes in Boston Harbor on the ship Speedwell.  Thomas Barnes was 20 

years of age, and he was single. 

The Speedwell had left Gravesend, England on 30 May 1656, so the trip took about a month.  There 

were 41 passengers on board.  The original Passenger List is shown below.1 

Thomas Barnes went first to Marlborough, and in fact, he was one of the original settlers of that place.  

In 1656, several families from Sudbury, Massachusetts, led by Edmund Rice, John Howe, John 

Ruddock, and John Bent, petitioned the Massachusetts General Court to create a new town.2  Within a 

few decades, all of these men (except Edmund Rice) would become in-laws of Thomas through his 

marriage and through that of his son and grandson. 

 

Original Passenger List of the Speedwell, showing Thomas 
Barnes, age 20, in the lower left column 

 
1 https://freepages.rootsweb.com/~historyofmarlborough/history/speedwell.htm 
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marlborough,_Massachusetts 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sudbury,_Massachusetts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massachusetts_General_Court
https://freepages.rootsweb.com/~historyofmarlborough/history/speedwell.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marlborough,_Massachusetts


Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes was the four-greats grandson of Thomas Barnes (1636-1679), and, as 

such, he was a seventh generation American!3 

Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes was born on 25 May 1819 in Bakersfield in Franklin County, Vermont.  

Refer to Appendix A for this and many other records. 

Over the years, the Barnes family had migrated from Marlborough, Massachusetts to Brookfield, 

Massachusetts to Bakersfield, Vermont. 

Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes was the son of Captain Elijah Barnes [born 1786 in Brookfield, son of 

Joshua Barnes] and of Betsey Wheeler [born 1784, daughter of Phineas Wheeler].   

It is interesting to note that both grandfathers of Ambrose W. Barnes, Joshua Barnes and Phineas 

Wheeler, were Patriots who served in the Revolutionary War. 

 

Captain Elijah Barnes and Betsey Wheeler were married in about 1808 in Bakersfield, Vermont. 

Elijah and Betsey Barnes had the following children: 

Josiah Wheeler Barnes, b. 1810 

Elijah Harrison Barnes, b. 1812 

Joshua Abbott Barnes, b. 1814 

Lysander Bascom Barnes, b. 1817 

Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes, b. 1819 

Chancy Langdon Barnes, b. 1824 

 
3 Thomas, Thomas, Noah, Thomas, Joshua, Elijah.  In fact, Ambrose W. was an eighth generation American on several of 

his other lines. 



Sadly, Betsey Wheeler Barnes died in August of 1825, when Ambrose Waterhouse was just 6 years of 

age.  That meant that Elijah lost his wife of 16 years and that also meant that he was left on his own 

with six children between the ages of one year and 15 years! 

Elijah Barnes married Martha Parker on 17 Nov 1825 (just three months after the death of his first 

wife).  It was Martha’s first marriage.  Martha Parker was born on 03 May 1790 in Phillipston, 

Worcester, Massachusetts, not far from where Elijah Barnes was born.  The Parker family had moved 

to Bakersfield, Vermont in about 1797.  Thus, Elijah and Martha likely had known each other for some 

time before their marriage.  At the time of their marriage, Elijah was 39 and Martha was 35.  Elijah and 

Martha had one child, a daughter, Martha Elizabeth Barnes, born April 1828.  Thus, there were now 

seven children in the Barnes household. 

 

 

  



Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes received his education in the schools of Bakersfield.  Then, he went to 

New York City in 1840, when he was just 21 years of age. He was a poor boy, without friends or 

acquaintances.  But he had a slight knowledge of the chair making business, and he soon obtained 

employment in that branch of industry.   

Note:  There is a reference to a “Barnes, W.W. & A”, occupation mfg. of cabinet ware in Franklin, 

Vermont in 1843.  (See Appendix A.)  This is suggestive that someone named “Barnes” was involved 

in the manufacture of furniture, perhaps chairs, in the 1840s in Franklin, Vermont.  Could this have 

been Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes, or some relatives, in the area? 

According to contemporary newspaper reports, in 1842 and again in 1844 Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes 

experienced two thefts from his place of business.  The first incident involved the theft of a Winsor 

chair from 142 Chatham Street; and the second involved a theft of two chairs from 144 Chatham 

Street.  (These newspaper reports confirm that Ambrose Waterhouse was, in fact, engaged in 

manufacturing chairs in Lower Manhattan in the early 1840s.) 

 

Typical Windsor chair 

  



At age 22 years, Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes married Elizabeth Littell (age 18) on 28 Oct 1841 at 

Laight Street Baptist Church, in Manhattan.   

Elizabeth Littell was born on 02 January 1823 in New York City.  Elizabeth was the daughter of 

George Littell and Maria (Mary) Hinton, who were married on 27 April 1818 in New York City. 

 

Ambrose Waterhouse and Elizabeth Barnes had the following children.  All the children were born in 

New York City except the last, who was born in Bloomfield, New Jersey. 

Pauline E. Barnes, b. 1842 

Ambrose Edward Barnes, b. 1844 

William Henry Barnes, b. 1845 

Charlotte E. Barnes, b. 1848 

Victorine R. Barnes, b. 1850 

Edgar F. Barnes, b. 1853 

Frank Theodore Barnes, b. 1855 

Walter Fredrick Barnes, b. 1857 

  



In 1848, at age 29, Ambrose Waterhouse was able to start a business for himself, which he did at 

152 and 154 Chatham Street in New York.4  (Note that this address is very close to where Ambrose W. 

was working in 1842 and 1844.) 

He built a large business in the manufacture of chairs which were sent to all parts of the country, 

notably to California by Clipper ship in 1849 and after. 

According to the 1867 New York City Directory, the business was still at its original location in that 

year (19 years later). 

In 1870, however, two addresses were listed for the factory:  the original Chatham Street address and a 

new one at 438 and 440 Pearl Street5 (NY City Directory).  By 1872, the transition was complete (NY 

City Directory), and the factory was at the new location on Pearl Street. 

With the new factory complete, bedroom furniture was added to the line.   

At this time, Ambrose Waterhouse took his eldest son (Ambrose Edward) into partnership, but 

never resigned active control, being a man of excessively energetic impulses and never happy 

unless employed. 

Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes and family were long-time members of the Lee Avenue Baptist Church in 

Williamsburg.  (Later, the name of this church was changed to the First Free Baptist Church.) 

Apparently, in the mid-1850s, Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes was active in politics, in the Whig Party 

and in the Know-Nothing Party.  (Refer to Appendix A and Appendix B.) 

Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes, during his business career, amassed considerable property, which he did 

not hesitate to use for charitable purposes. 

 

Elizabeth Littell Barnes was likely born in Williamsburg, Brooklyn.  Thus, it seemed natural for the 

family to live there after the marriage in 1841.  Indeed, the family was residing there in 1850 (US 

Census).  By 1855, however, the family had moved to Lower Manhattan (NY State Census), very near 

the chair factory, which was on Chatham Street.  By 1857, the family moved again, this time out into 

the country to Orange in Essex County, New Jersey (birth of youngest child and US Census).  Orange, 

New Jersey is about 15 miles from the factory in Lower Manhattan.  Thus, that would have required 

quite a long commute for Ambrose Waterhouse each day.  The family stayed in Orange for several 

years but then, by 1865, had returned to Williamsburg (NY State Census).  In 1867, the family resided 

at 42 South 10th Street in Williamsburg, Brooklyn (NY City Directory).  Then, in 1872, the family 

moved a few doors away to 78 South 10th Street in Williamsburg (NY City Directory), where they 

remained until after Ambrose Waterhouse died in 1874. 

 

Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes died on 11 August 1874 of apoplexy.  He died suddenly while on a two-

week trip to Vermont.  The trip included a visit to his half-sister, Martha Elizabeth6 at the old 

homestead in Bakersfield, Vermont, followed by a stay in Saratoga, New York, where he was to be 

 
4 Chatham Street was in lower Manhattan.  However, it no longer exists.  The closest current road in that vicinity is Park 

Row, which is near City Hall Park and the World Trade Center. 
5 In an obituary for Ambrose Waterhouse, this location is (confusingly) referred to as Roosevelt Street.  Roosevelt Street 

was a street located in the Two Bridges district of Lower Manhattan, which existed from the British colonial period up until 

the early 1950s, running from Pearl Street at Chatham Street southeast to South Street.  The factory was never on 

Roosevelt Street. 
6 Martha Elizabeth Barnes was the daughter of Elijah Barnes by his second wife, Martha Parker.  At the time of the planned 

visit, Martha Elizabeth was 46 years of age and was married to Henry Martyn Stevens. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Two_Bridges,_Manhattan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lower_Manhattan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pearl_Street_(Manhattan)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Street_(Manhattan)


joined by his wife.  Unfortunately, the trip was cut short by his death.  Ambrose Waterhouse died at the 

residence of H.R. Start7 in Bakersfield. 

On 14 August 1874, the body of Ambrose Waterhouse was transported from St Albans, Vermont to 

Green-Wood Cemetery in Brooklyn for burial. 

Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes was buried in 1874 at Green-Wood Cemetery. 

 

 
7 Henry Russell Start (1845–1905), a prominent Vermont attorney and later Associate Justice of the Vermont Supreme 

Court.  Around 1874, he was actively running his law practice and teaching in Bakersfield, Vermont, and was elected the 

State's Attorney for Franklin County in 1876. 



 

1874 Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes Obituary   
From:  The Brooklyn Daily Times, 13 August 1874, page 3 



Elizabeth Littell Barnes lived for 35 years after the death of her husband in 1874. 

For several years, Elizabeth remained at 78 South 10th Street in Williamsburg, with several of her 

children, Ambrose Edward, Edgar F., Frank Theodore, and Walter Fredrick.  However, as the children 

grew up, they left the nest.8 

In the 1880 US Census, Elizabeth, age 50, is shown living with her youngest son, Walter Frederick, age 

22, at 111 Penn Street, which is about 10 blocks from where the family had lived in 1875.  Walter 

Frederick was still working at the furniture factory. 

The 1881 Brooklyn City Directory shows that Elizabeth and Walter were still at that address.  

However, Walter Frederick got married at about that time. 

Thus by 1883, whereas Elizabeth was still living at 111 Penn Street, Walter Frederick had moved, with 

his wife and baby, to a home at Greene Avenue at Nostrand Avenue, which is about one mile from 

111 Penn Street. 

It would seem, then, that Elizabeth Littell Barnes, age 60, was now living on her own, without parents, 

or siblings, without a husband or children.  If that were the case, it would be the first time in her entire 

life that she was living on her own!  There was plenty of money available.  The furniture factory was at 

peak production.  So, Elizabeth must have been well cared for.  None-the-less. . .  

By 1901, at age 78, Elizabeth was living at 266 Franklin Avenue, about a mile south.  It is unknown 

with whom she was living, if anyone, at that time. 

Finally, by about 1906, Elizabeth was living with her daughter, Victorine R. Barnes Gibson, at 595 

Putnam Avenue (just south of Williamsburg) in Brooklyn. 

 

Brooklyn, showing the last four places where Elizabeth Littell 
Barnes lived:  78 South 10 Street, 111 Penn Street, 266 Franklin 
Avenue, and 595 Putnam Avenue. 

 
8 Frank Theodore continued to work at the factory and, with his family, to live at 78 South 10 th Street in Williamsburg. 

(1880 US Census) 



Elizabeth Littell Barnes died on 13 January 1909 at 595 Putnam Avenue in Brooklyn at the home of 

her daughter, Victorine. 

Elizabeth Littell Barnes was buried in 1909 at Green-Wood Cemetery. 

 

Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes9 and Elizabeth Littell Barnes10 were buried at Green-Wood Cemetery at 

500 25th Street in Brooklyn, Section 147, Lot 21831.   

Also buried there are:   

04 Charlot E. Barnes, March 1876 

06 Edgar F. Barnes, 10 March 1920 

Buried nearby in the Green-Wood Cemetery is: 

02 Ambrose Edward Barnes, September 1919, Section 151, Lot 19056, Grave RRC 

Buried elsewhere are: 

03 William H. Barnes, Mount Hope Cemetery, Independence, Montgomery, Kansas 

05 Victorine R. Barnes Gibson, Cedar Grove Cemetery, Flushing, Queens, New York 

07 Frank Thoedore Barnes, Rosedale Cemetery, Montclair, Essex, New Jersey 

08 Walter Fredrick Barnes, November 1945, Riverhead Cemetery, Riverhead, Suffolk, New York 

 

 

  

 
9 https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/132189159/ambrose-waterhouse-barnes 
10 https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/132189116/elizabeth-barnes 

https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/65796/riverhead-cemetery
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/132189159/ambrose-waterhouse-barnes
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/132189116/elizabeth-barnes


Appendix A:  Records 

 

 

1819  Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes Birth Record 

 



 

1829  Record of Elijah Barnes, showing his children including Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes 

 



 

1843  Abstract for Barnes W.W. & A from Vermont Cabinetmakers & Chairmakers before 1855, a Checklist, 
by Charles A. Robinson 

 

Residence Addresses for Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes and Elizabeth Littell Barnes: 

1850:  Village of Williamsburg, Brooklyn (US Census) 

1855:  4th Election District of the 10th Ward of Lower Manhattan, probably on Canal Street  

(NY City Directory) 

1860:  Orange, Essex County, New Jersey (US Census) 

1865:  Williamsburg, Brooklyn (NY State Census) 

1867:  42 South 10th Street in Williamsburg, Brooklyn (NY City Directory) 

1870:  42 South 10th Street in Williamsburg, Brooklyn (US Census and NY City Directory) 

1872:  78 South 10th Street in Williamsburg, Brooklyn.  Thus, the family had moved a few doors away 

from their location in 1870. (NY City Directory) 

1875:  78 South 10th Street in Williamsburg, Brooklyn. (NY City Directory) 



 

1842 Court report, showing the theft of a Windsor chair from Ambrose W. Barnes of 142 Chatham Street.  
From:  New York Daily Herald 01 June 1842, page 01 

 

 

1844 Police report, showing the theft of two chairs from Ambrose W. Barnes of 144 Chatham Street.   
From:  New York Tribune 25 September 1844, page 02 

 

  



 

1850 US Census for Ambrose W. Barnes, showing the family living in the Village of Williamsburg in 
Brooklyn (Kings County), New York City 

 

  



 

1855 New York State Census for Ambrose W. Barnes, showing the family in the 4th Election District of 
the 10th Ward of New York City. 

Refer to the map on the next page for the location of the 4th Election District of the 10th Ward of New 

York City.11 

 

 
11 https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/1870_Hardy_Map_of_Manhattan%2C_New_York_City_-

_Geographicus_-_PoliticalDivisions-hardy-1870.jpg 



 

1870 Political map of the City of New York 

 

 

1870 Detail of the Political map of the City of New York, showing Canal Street in the 4th Election District of 

the 10th Ward, just East of Broadway in Lower Manhattan 

 



 

 
 

 

1853 Whig Organizations for 1864, showing Ambrose W. Barnes as a delegate from the 10th Ward of Manhattan.  
From: New York Tribune, 16 December 1853, Page 05 

 



 

 

       1860 Meeting of the Know-Nothings, showing Ambrose W. Barnes as one of the principal leaders.   
       From:  New York Tribune, 26 March 1856, Page 06 

 



 

1860 US Census for Ambrose W. Barnes, showing the family in Orange, Essex County, New Jersey 

 

 

 

  



 

1865 New York State Census for Ambrose W. Barnes, showing the family in Brooklyn, New York.  ( In 1865, the 
13th Ward of Brooklyn was Williamsburg.) 

 

  



 

1867 New York City Directory, showing the family living 42 South 10th Street in Williamsburg, 

Brooklyn.  Note the address of the Ambrose W. Barnes chair business is 152 Chatham Square in 

Manhattan, a distance of about 3 miles from home by the Williamsburg Bridge. 

 

 



 

 

1868 New York City Directory, showing same information as in 1867 

  



 

1870 US Census for Ambrose W. Barnes, showing the family living in Ward 13 (Williamsburg) Brooklyn (Kings 
County), New York City.  Note that Elizabeth’s mother, Mary Hinton Littell Underhill, age 73, was living with the 
family at that time.  (Frederick Underhill was her second husband.) 

  



 

1870 Notice showing the name of the furniture company as “A.W. Barnes & Son” for father, Ambrose 
Waterhouse Barnes, and son, Ambrose Edward Barnes. 

 

 

1870 New York City Directory, showing Ambrose W. Barnes living at 42 South 10th Street in 

Williamsburg, Brooklyn, New York.  Note the address of the Ambrose W. Barnes chair business is now 

438 Pearl Street as well as 152 Chatham Square in Manhattan (which is a distance of just a few blocks).  

Thus, 1870 marks the transition between the two locations for the chair business. 



 

 

1872 New York City Directory, showing Ambrose W. Barnes living at 78 South 10th Street in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, 
New York.  Thus, the family had moved a few doors away from their location in 1870.  Note also the address of the 
Ambrose W. Barnes chair business is now only at 438 Pearl Street.  Therefore, the move from the previous location 
was completed by 1872. 

  



 

1874  Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes Obituary.  From:  The New York Times, Fri,  
14 August 1874, Page 5.  Note the home address:  78 South 10th Street in Williamsburg 

 

 

1874  Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes Obituary.  From:  Burlington Democrat, 08 August 1874, Page 05.  
Note the exact location of death:  the residence of H.R. Start, Esq. 

 

 

1874  Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes Obituary.  From:  Vermont Chronicle, 22 August 1874, Page 05 

 



 

1874  “Bodies in Transit” Record for Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes from St 
Albans, Vermont to Green-Wood Cemetery in Brooklyn 

  



 

1875 New York State Census for Elizabeth Barnes, showing the three youngest children, Edgar, Frank, and Walter, 
living in Brooklyn, New York.  Ambrose E. Barnes, age 31 years, is shown on the next page of the census (Line 1 at 
the bottom).  

 

  



 

1880 US Census for Elizabeth Littell Barnes.  See below for detail 

  



 

 

1880 US Census (Detail) for Elizabeth Littell Barnes, showing Elizabeth, age 50, living with her youngest child, 
Walter Frederick, age 22, at 111 Penn Street in Brooklyn.   

 

 

  



 

1881 Brooklyn City Directory for Elizabeth Little Barnes and her son Walter F. Barnes, shown living at 
111 Penn Street in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, which is about 10 blocks from where she and Walter (and 
others in the family) lived in 1875. Walter would marry about a year later. 



 

1883 Brooklyn City Directory for Elizabeth Little Barnes, showing Elizabeth still living at 111 Penn 
Street in Williamsburg, Brooklyn.  However, Walter Frederick had moved, with his wife and baby, to a 
home on Greene Avenue at Nostrand Avenue, which is about one mile from 111 Penn Street. 

  



 

1901 Brooklyn City Directory, showing Elizabeth L. Barnes living at 266 Franklin Avenue 

 



 

1909 Elizabeth Littell Barnes Obituary, showing that she died at 595 Putnam Ave 

in Brooklyn and that she was interred at Green-Wood Cemetery.  From:  Brooklyn 

Eagle, 14 January 1909, Page 18 

 

 

1909 Elizabeth Littell Barnes Obituary, showing that she died at 595 Putnam Ave 

in Brooklyn and that she was interred at Green-Wood Cemetery.  From:  Brooklyn 

Citizen, 14 January 1909, Page 10 

  



Appendix B:  Whig Party and Know-Nothing Party 

Whig Party 

See also:  Whig Party (United States) - Wikipedia 

The American Whig Party was a major political party active from 1834 to the mid-1850s, formed 

in opposition to President Andrew Jackson's expansion of executive power. Champions of 

modernization, protective tariffs, and federal infrastructure funding, the party ultimately 

collapsed due to deep, irreconcilable internal divisions over the expansion of slavery.  

Key Beliefs (The American System) 

The Whigs favored an active, expansive federal government that would foster economic growth 

and national unity. Their core platform included:   

• Infrastructure: Federal funding for roads, canals, and bridges. 

• Economics: A protective tariff to shield American industry and the rechartering of a 

national bank. 

• Governance: Congressional dominance over governing, opposing what they viewed as 

the "executive tyranny" of President Jackson (whom they dubbed "King Andrew").   

 

Know-Nothing Party 

See also:  Know Nothing - Wikipedia 

The "Know Nothing" Party (officially the American Party) was a prominent 1850s American 

political movement driven by anti-immigrant and anti-Catholic sentiment. Originating as a secret 

society called the Order of the Star-Spangled Banner, it earned its nickname because members 

were instructed to say "I know nothing" when asked about the organization. 

Core Beliefs and Platform 

The Know Nothings were staunchly nativist. They believed that the United States should be 

governed solely by native-born, white Anglo-Saxon Protestants. Their platform focused on:   

• Restricting Immigration: Enforcing harsh limits on the number of immigrants allowed 

into the country. 

• Lengthening Naturalization: Extending the residency requirement for immigrants to 

become citizens and vote from 5 years to 21 years. 

• Excluding Catholics: Barring the foreign-born from holding public office and fighting 

against Catholic influence, particularly in public education. 

• Temperance: Pushing for strict anti-liquor and prohibition laws.   

Political Rise 

In the early 1850s, the Whig Party was disintegrating over the explosive issue of slavery, leaving 

many voters frustrated with the political establishment. The Know Nothings surged into this 

vacuum, campaigning on their anti-immigrant platform while largely avoiding the divisive issue 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whig_Party_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Know_Nothing


of slavery. At their peak, they controlled several state legislatures in the Northeast, elected 

dozens of congressmen, and held eight governorships.   

Decline and Legacy 

The party's momentum was short-lived. By the mid-1850s, the growing national crisis over 

slavery could no longer be ignored. At their 1856 national convention, the American Party split 

along regional lines over a proslavery platform. The Northern, anti-slavery members largely 

joined the newly formed Republican Party, while the Southern faction joined other groups. The 

party had largely dissolved by 1860, leaving a legacy as one of the most successful early third-

party movements in American history.   

 

  



Appendix C:  DNA Relationships to Author 

The author of this essay (Franklin P. Mason II) is the 2nd great-grandson of Ambrose Waterhouse 

Barnes (AWB), through Ambrose Edward Barnes. 

The following chart shows the DNA relationships between Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes and the 

author through four of the sons of AWB.  (The remaining son, Edgar F. Barnes, never married.) 

No DNA relationships have been located through any of AWB’s daughters. 

 

 


