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Ambrose Edward Barnes 
Franklin P. Mason II, written 2023 

Ambrose Edward Barnes was born in May 1844 in New York City.  He was the son of Ambrose 

Waterhouse Barnes (1819-1874) and Elizabeth Littell (1823-1909). 

Ambrose Edward Barnes came from Puritan stock.  The first Barnes immigrant to America was 

Thomas Barnes (1636 to 1679), eighth generation ancestor, who was born in Barking, Essex, England, 

a suburb of London, just 10 miles east of London on the Thames River.  Thomas Barnes came to 

America, to Boston, at age 20 years, in 1656 on the ship Speedwell.1 

Even though the first Barnes ancestor of Ambrose Edward Barnes came to America in 1656, he had 

other ancestors who arrived before that date.  For example, Thomas Goodenow (1608 to 1666), who 

was from Wilshire, England, and John Bent (1596 to 1672), who was from Hampshire, England, both 

arrived in Boston in 1638 on the ship Confidence.  (Both of these people were ninth generation 

ancestors of Ambrose.)   

Ambrose Edward Barnesô parents were married on 28 October 1841 at the Laight Street Baptist 

Church, New York, New York.  The marriage was solemnized by the Rev. W. W. Everts.2 

Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes and Elizabeth Littell Barnes had nine children, all  of whom were born in 

New York City except the last, who was born in East Orange, Essex, New Jersey. 

Pauline E. Barnes, b. 1842 

Ambrose Edward Barnes, b. 1844 

William Henry Barnes, b. 1845 

Charlotte E. Barnes, b. 1848 

Victorine R. Barnes, b. 1850 

Edgar F. Barnes, b. 1853 

Frank Theodore Barnes, b. 1855 

Walter Frederick Barnes, b. 1857 

Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes founded the Barnes Furniture Company in 1840.  The company was very 

successful.  Ambrose Edward Barnes joined his father in the furniture business in 1860, at age 16 

years, as a clerk.  By 1865, at age 21, Ambrose Edward was thoroughly involved in the business.  

Ambrose took over the business in about 1870, at age 26 years, shortly before his father died in 1874. 

For a summary of where Ambrose Edward Barnes lived during his life, refer to Appendix A. 

For a summary of Ambrose Edward Barnes business addresses, refer to Appendix B. 

For Census records and selected City Directory records, refer to Appendix C. 

  

 
1 Refer to https://www.geni.com/people/Thomas-Barnes-of-Marlboro/6000000009454864064 and 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/114961831/thomas-barnes and other online sources. 
2 https://nyahgp.genealogyvillage.com/laight_street_baptist_church_marriages_1841_1850.html 



Ambrose Edward Barnes had three long-term relationships during his life, two marriages and one 

long-term liaison. 

Ambrose Edward Barnes married Henrietta Malloy on 11 March 1868.  Henrietta was the daughter of 

Rowland S. Malloy (died 1860) and Harriet Morris (died 1870).  (Refer to Appendix F for more 

information on the Malloy family.) 

At the time of their marriage, Ambrose was 24 years of age.  Henrietta was born in July 1847.  Thus, 

she was age 20 years, 8 months at that time.   

One can only speculate, but it seems likely that Henrietta was a beautiful and charming young woman, 

and it seems likely that Ambrose loved her deeply. It is probable that Ambrose considered Henrietta to 

be the love of his life. 

However, tragically, Henrietta died suddenly on 04 Apr 1869, at age 21 years, 9 months, just one year 

and one month after the wedding. 

 

              1869 Death notice for Henrietta Malloy Barnes 

Ambrose was obviously devastated by the death of his young wife. 

After his wifeôs death, Ambrose moved back in with his parents.  It would be another 7 years before 

Ambrose would marry again. 

On 12 April 1876, at the age of 32 years, Ambrose Edward Barnes married Caroline Meserole 

van der Voort, who was age 34 years at that time.  [Caroline Meserole van der Voort was born on 25 

Jun 1842 in New York; and she died on September 1917 in Westchester County, New York.] 

Caroline Meserole van der Voort was a scion of two ancient and wealthy families of Brooklyn. 

First, she was a descendant of Jean Meserole, who came to America in 1663.   

The Meseroles were originally French Huguenots, but the clan Patriarch, Jean Miserol, originally 

from Picardy, lost everything when France ended religious toleration, so he fled for Holland 

where he married another Huguenot refugee, Jonica Carten. They adopted Dutch culture and 

language and had an infant son, Jan, in the Netherlands, before leaving for America.3 

By inheritance and purchase, the Meseroles ended up owning much of the land that today comprises 

Northern Greenpoint, as well as the riverfront area of Williamsburg.   

 
3 From:  https://historicgreenpoint.wordpress.com/2015/02/21/meserole-women-and-greenpoint-history/ 



Second, she was a descendant of Michael (Paulus) van der Voort, who came to America about 1633 to 

Pavonia.  (He later settled in Brooklyn.)  And she is descended from his son Paulus (Michaelse) van 

der Voort.4  The van der Voort family was also a wealthy and prominent family in Brooklyn. 

Ambrose Edward Barnes and Caroline van der Voort Barnes had the following children, both of whom 

were born in Brooklyn, New York:   

Ambrose Theodore Barnes, b. 16 June 1879 

Vandervoort Barnes, b. about 1881, (died 15 August 1881) 

Caroline Meserole van der Voort is shown in the subsequent US Census records in 1880, 1900, 

and 1910.  She died in 1917 and is buried in the van der Voort plot in the Green-Wood Cemetery 

in Brooklyn. 

 

1917 Caroline M. Barnes death notice 

Ambrose Edward Barnesô third long-term relationship began sometime about 1880.  This relationship 

was carried out while Ambrose was still married to Caroline.  Thus, it did not result in an 

official marriage.   

This third, long-time relationship was with Sarah Knox Anderson, daughter of Andrew Anderson and 

Cordelia L. Knox.  Andrew Anderson came from Dutch stock.  His ancestors included the Cadmus 

family and related families, which were some of the first settlers, in the early to mid-1600s, of New 

Amsterdam (later New York).  Cordelia L. Knox came from Puritan stock through her mother and 

Scotch Irish stock through her father.  Her motherôs Puritan family were some of the first settlers of 

Massachusetts, including Jehu Burr, who came to America in 1630 as a member of the Winthrop Fleet. 

At the beginning of their relationship, Ambrose was about 36 years of age and Sarah was about 30.  

[Sarah Knox Anderson, born on 06 May 1850 in Watertown, New York; died on 27 July 1926 in New 

York City.] 

Ambrose Edward Barnes and Sarah Knox Anderson had the following children, all of whom were born 

in New York City: 

Ambrose Edward Barnes, b. 1881, (died before 1900) 

Violet Sadie Barnes, b. 1883 

Genevieve Knox Barnes, b. 1890 

 
4 https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Vandervoort-10 



See Appendix G.  And for much more information on these children, refer to A Brief History of 

Willard Cassidy Mason and Genevieve Knox Barnes. 

Thus, Ambrose Edward had two families simultaneously, living just a few miles apart from 

one another. 

The extent to which Ambrose interacted with his children from this liaison is unknown.  However, 

Sarah Knox Anderson assumed the surname ñBarnesò in her daily life and in US Census records, 

among others.  And the children knew who their father was unambiguously, listing his name in all their 

official records.   

Sarah Knox Anderson Barnes died in 1926.  She is buried in the Anderson plot in Woodlawn Cemetery 

in the Bronx. 

 

1926 Sarah Knox Anderson Barnes burial record 

Ambrose Edward Barnes was a very successful businessman for many years.  (See below.)  He also 

married very well.  This success in business, and being associated with the ancient families of 

Meserole and van der Voort, came with certain advantages.  For example, Ambrose and his family 

lived in some of the best neighborhoods of Brooklyn, as is outlined in Appendix A and Appendix C. 

For another example, he was a member of the very exclusive Montauk Club in Brooklyn.  The 

Montauk Club is on the corner of Eighth Avenue and Lincoln Place in Park Slope, just off Grand 

Army Plaza of Prospect Park.  The club was established in 1891 and is housed in a Venetian Gothic 

palazzo-inspired building.5 

 
5 https://untappedcities.com/2023/02/03/montauk-club-park-slope-brooklyn/  Some of the notable people who have stepped 

through the of the doors of the Montauk Club include four United States PresidentsïJohn F. Kennedy, Dwight D. 

Eisenhower, Grover Cleveland, and William McKinley. 

https://untappedcities.com/tag/park-slope/
https://untappedcities.com/2020/06/12/brooklyn-grand-army-plazas-history-as-a-site-of-protest-and-honor/
https://untappedcities.com/2020/06/12/brooklyn-grand-army-plazas-history-as-a-site-of-protest-and-honor/
https://untappedcities.com/2013/11/22/8-places-in-nyc-to-remember-john-f-kennedy-on-the-anniversary-assassination/


 

Montauk Club in Brooklyn, New York, built in 1891 

Ambrose was also civic minded.  For example, in 1869, he was a Second Lieutenant of the Forty-

seventh regiment of the Brooklyn National Guard. 

 

1879 Ambrose Edward Barnes listed as a Second lieutenant in the Brooklyn National Guard 

Ambrose was also a member of the Hyatt Masonic Lodge of Brooklyn, a fraternal organization that, 

among other things, requires its members to ñbelieve in some kind of Supreme Beingò and to be of 

ñgood morals, reputation, and financially supporting himself and family.ò6 

  

 
6 A Masonic lodge is the basic organizational unit of Freemasonry.  Freemasonry refers to fraternal organizations that trace 

their origins to the local guilds of stonemasons that, from the end of the 13th century, regulated the qualifications of 

stonemasons and their interaction with authorities and clients.  Refer to:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Masonic_lodge 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freemasonry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fraternity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stonemasonry


 

Ambrose Edward Barnes in the prime of life 

Ambrose Edward Barnes was involved in the manufacture and sale of furniture for over 44 years, from 

the time he was 16 years of age (in 1860) until he was 60 (in 1904).  In fact, he (with his father before 

him and his brother with him) was one of the largest and most famous furniture manufacturers in New 

York City! 

The Barnes Furniture Company was established in about 1840 by Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes, the 

father of Ambrose Edward Barnes.  The company was very successful almost immediately after it was 

established.  By 1870, when Ambrose W. was 51 years of age and Ambrose E. was 26, The company 

name had changed to ñA. W. Barnes & Son.ò  Thus, Ambrose E. began to assume control of the 

company at quite a young age. 

Perhaps Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes was already in poor health by 1870, because he died just a few 

years later, in 1874, at the age of 55 years. 

After his father died, Ambrose took his brother, Walter Frederick Barnes, into the company as a junior 

partner.  And the name of the company was changed to ñAmbrose E. Barnes & Brotherò.  Walter was 

only 17 years of age at the time.   

It is clear that Ambrose Edward Barnes was very much involved in the company.  For example, in 

1874 he received a patent from the US Patent Office for ñImprovement in Combined Dressing-Bureaus 

and Wardrobes.ò  And another patent in 1875 for ñImprovement in Nursery-Chairs.ò  Refer to 

Appendix D for more information. 



In addition, Ambrose was a charter member of and was on the Board of Directors of the Furniture 

Trade Association (of New York and Brooklyn), and he was elected the Treasurer at its first annual 

meeting in 1879.  And he was elected Vice President of the Association in 1881. 

Ambrose E. Barnes & Brother had an extensive domestic and export business.  In 1888, the 

publication, Illustrated New York, The Metropolis of To-day, on page 170, stated the following about 

the company:7 

[The Barnes furniture company] was originally founded in 1840 by Mr. Ambrose W Barnes and 

continued by him until 1871 he was succeeded by the present proprietors, Messrs. Ambrose E 

and Walter F Barnes. The career of the concern has been one of steady, uninterrupted 

development, and under the present management the house has been advanced to the foremost 

position it now occupies. 

The extensive premises occupied consist of two spacious buildings [at 198-200 Canal Street], 

each having six commodious floors and basements, and equipped with every modern appliance 

and convenience to facilitate the prosecution of business. 

The trade of the house extends to all sections of New York and the surrounding States, and also 

throughout the Southern States, while their export trade with South and Central America, the 

West Indies and Australia, is constantly on the increase. 

One of the six story buildings at 198-200 Canal Street for A.E. Barnes & Bro., Chairs and Furniture is 

pictured below. 

 

1896 Picture of A.E. Barnes & Bro., Chairs and Furniture from an 1896 Bill of Sale. (See Appendix E.) 

 
7 Click on the following reference, then go to page 170:  

https://books.google.com/books?id=bw3lhX7jeuoC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepag

e&q&f=false 



In one notice published in 1890, the company was called ñthe largest wholesale furniture dealers and 

manufacturers in that [New York] city.ò 8  That might have been an exaggeration, but it does convey 

the size and importance of the company at that time. 

 

Chair from about 1880 made by Ambrose E. Barnes & Brother.  Chair owned by the granddaughter of 

Ambrose E. Barnes, Audrey Wilson Barnes, photographed in 2017. 

 
8 Poughkeepsie Eagle News, 03 May 1890, page 5 



Folding beds of all types and styles were quite the rage in the second half of the 1800s.9  At about that 

time, Ambrose founded the Columbia Folding Bed Company, which operated for some time under 

that name.  (Several folding bed companies had already been established in Grand Rapids, to which 

city Ambrose made frequent business trips.)  The 1898 New York City Directory for Ambrose Edward 

Barnes shows this enterprise at 274 Leonard Street in Manhattan, just six blocks from the principal 

factory. 

Unfortunately, Ambrose E. Barnes & Brother Furniture Company went into bankruptcy in 1904.  The 

furniture business had been Ambroseô life from the time he was about 16 years of age, when he started 

at the company as a clerk, until he was 60 years of age, for a total of 44 years.  No reason has been 

found for the bankruptcy. 

[After the company Ambrose E. Barnes & Brother went bankrupt in 1904, the company was revived 

by his brother, Walter Frederick Barnes.  Walter continued the company until, at least, 1915 under the 

name ñWalter F. Barnes Companyò. 10] 

After the bankruptcy in 1904, Ambrose continued to live with his wife and child at 775 Carroll Street 

in the Prospect Heights neighborhood in Brooklyn where he had lived since 1891. 

By 1910, Ambrose (at age 66 years) and his family had moved to 667 Vanderbilt Avenue in Brooklyn, 

which was still in the Prospect Heights neighborhood of Brooklyn about two blocks from Prospect 

Park.  His son, Ambrose Theodore, was 30 years of age at that time, and he was a Clerk in an 

Insurance Office. 

Ambrose E., himself is listed as a Solicitor for a Mercantile House.  (His many years as a high-level 

businessman had given Ambrose the experience to advise others in legal matters.)   

Sometime after 1910, however, it would seem that the fortunes of Ambrose declined considerably.  For 

example, there are indications that Ambrose and his wife became estranged.  Carolineôs obituary 

indicated that she had been in poor health for some time (ñlingering illnessò).  And she died in Upstate 

New York, far from The City.  Also, Caroline was buried in the van der Voort cemetery plot,11 

whereas Ambrose was buried in the Barnes plot,12 albeit in the same cemetery as one another. 

In addition, there is an indication that, in 1915, Ambrose was a lodger in someone elseôs house.  The 

1915 New York State Census for Brooklyn shows one, and only one, Ambrose Barnes.  This Ambrose 

Barnes was 71 years of age (which is correct) living in Brooklyn (as expected).  This Ambrose Barnes 

lived at 197 Bergen Street in Brooklyn, about a mile from his last known address and just over a mile 

from Prospect Park.  As mentioned, this Ambrose was listed as a Lodger, who was shown as a 

ñCollector for Newspaperò.  If this is Ambrose Edward Barnes, it would have been the one, and only, 

time that Ambrose had not lived with close family members. 

Be that as it may, by 1918, Ambrose was living with his son, Ambrose Theodore Barnes (1879 to 

1964), in Plainfield, New Jersey.  Ambrose T. Barnes had one child, Audrey Wilson Barnes, who was 

born on 19 June 1917.  Thus, Ambrose E. Barnes got to be not only with his son but also his 

granddaughter during the last years of his life. 

Ambrose Edward Barnes died on 21 September 1919 in Plainfield, New Jersey.  He is buried in the 

Barnes plot with his parents in Green-Wood Cemetery in Brooklyn. 

 
9 Refer to:  https://dustyoldthing.com/murphy-bed-evolution/ 
10 In October of 1914, Walter married Cora B. Reeve of Riverhead, Long Island, who was an heiress. 
11 Caroline died in 1917 in Mohegan, in Upstate New York and is buried in the van der Voort plot with her ancestors in 

Green-Wood Cemetery in Brooklyn (Lot 3832, Section 81). 
12 Ambrose died in 1919 in New Jersey and is buried in the Barnes plot with his parents in Green-Wood Cemetery in 

Brooklyn (Lot 19056, Section 151, Grave RRC). 



 

1919 Ambrose Edward Barnes obituary in The Furniture 

Manufacturer and Artisan, Vol. 18, 1919 

 

  



 

1919 Ambrose Edward Barnes obituary in  

The Courier-News, Bridgewater, New Jersey 

 

  



 

1919 Ambrose Edward Barnes burial record (from Find-A-Grave) 

 

  



Appendix A:  Ambrose Edward Barnes lived in the following places: 

Ambrose Edward Barnes was born in May 1844 in New York City. 

1850 (age 6 years):  Lived with his family in the Village of Williamsburg, Brooklyn (US Census) 

1855 (age 11 years):  Lived with his family in the 4th Election District of the 10th Ward of Lower 

Manhattan, probably on Canal Street (NY City Directory) 

1860 (age 16 years):  Lived with his family in Orange, Essex County, New Jersey (US Census) 

1865 (age 21 years):  Lived with his family in Brooklyn (NY State Census) 

1867 (age 23 years):  Lived with his family at 42 South 10th Street in Williamsburg, Brooklyn (NY 

City Directory) 

In about 1868, at age 24 years, Ambrose Edward Barnes married Henrietta Malloy, age about 20 years, 

daughter of Rowland S. and Harriet Malloy.  However, tragically, his new wife died suddenly in 1869.  

Where the couple lived during their short time together is not known. 

1870 (age 26 years):  After the death of his wife, again lived with his birth family at 42 South 10th 

Street in Williamsburg, Brooklyn (US Census and NY City Directory) 

1872 (at age 28 years):  Lived with his birth family in at 78 South 10th Street in Williamsburg, 

Brooklyn.  Thus, the family had moved a few doors away from their location in 1870. (NY 

City Directory) 

1875 (at age 31 years):  Still living with his birth family in at 78 South 10th Street in Williamsburg, 

Brooklyn. (NY City Directory) 

In about 1878, at age about 34 years, Ambrose Edward Barnes married Caroline Meserole 

van der Voort.  In 1879, he had a child, Ambrose Theodore Barnes. 

1880 (at age 36):  Lived with his with wife and child on Clinton Avenue, Brooklyn (US Census)13 

1883 (at age 39):  Still lived at 142 Clinton Avenue, Brooklyn (NY City Directory)14 

1888 (at age 44):  Still lived at 142 Clinton Avenue, Brooklyn (NY City Directory, Brooklyn) 

1889 (at age 45):  The Manhattan City Directory shows a residence address of 167 Madison Avenue.  

Thus, he seems to have had two residences at this time, one in Brooklyn and one in Manhattan. (NY 

City Directory, Manhattan) 

1891 (at age 47):  Lived with his wife and child at 775 Carroll Street, Brooklyn (NY City Directory) 

[House valued at $3,000,000 in 2023.] 

1904 (at age 60):  Still lived at 775 Carroll Street, Brooklyn (NY City Directory) 

In 1904, the business, Ambrose E. Barnes and Brother, went bankrupt.   

1910 (at age 66):  Living with his with wife and child at 667 Vanderbilt Avenue, Brooklyn 

(US Census) 

 
13 In 1881, Sarah Knox Anderson had her first child, Ambrose Edward Barnes, Jr.  At that time, Sarah and her child were 

living at 381 6th Street in Brooklyn, which is about 2½ miles from 142 Clinton Avenue, in a very fashionably part of 

Brooklyn, three blocks from Prospect Park. 
14 In 1883, Sarah Knox Anderson had her second child, Violet Sadie Barnes.  At that time, Sarah and her children were 

living at 711 President Street in Brooklyn, which is less than 2 miles from 142 Clinton Avenue, again, in a very fashionably 

part of Brooklyn, and again, just three blocks from Prospect Park. 



Definitive records for Ambrose Edward Barnes cease until 1918, a gap of 8 years. 

1918 (age 74 years):  Living with his son, Ambrose Theodore at 517 Belvidere Avenue in Plainfield 

(Plainfield, New Jersey City Directory 

1919 (age 75 years):  Living with his son, Ambrose Theodore at 517 Belvidere Avenue in Plainfield 

(Plainfield, New Jersey City Directory) 

Ambrose Edward Barnes died on 21 September 1919 in Plainfield, New Jersey. 

  



Appendix B:  Ambrose Edward Barnes Business Addresses: 

1867 (age 23 years):  With his father at 152 Chatham Street, New York City 

1870 (age 26 years):  Transition:  With his father at 152 Chatham Street, and 438 Pearl Street, New 

York City (NY City Directory) 

1874 (age 30 years):  when Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes died, the firm passed to his sons A. E. Barnes 

& Brother (Obituary) 

1875 (age 31 years):  438 Pearl Street, New York City (NY City Directory) 

1877 (age 33 years):  438 Pearl Street, New York City (NY City Directory) 

1883 (age 39 years):  438 Pearl Street, New York City (Brooklyn City Directory) 

1885 (age 41 years):  Moved to 138 Chambers Street, New York City, which is about one mile from 

the Pearl Street location (Brooklyn City Directory) 

1888 (at age 44):  Moved again, this time to 200 Canal Street, New York City, which is about one mile 

from the Chambers Street location (Brooklyn City Directory) 

Note that Pearl Street, Chambers Street and Canal Street are all very near to the exit of the Brooklyn 

Bridge in Manhattan. 

1891 (at age 47):  198 Canal Street, New York City (NY City Directory) 

1898 (at age 54):  For the Columbia Folding Bed Company:  274 Leonard Street in Manhattan, just six 

blocks from the principal factory at 200 Canal Street in Manhattan (1898 Brooklyn City Directory and 

1899 NY City Directory) 

1903 (at age 59):  191 (sic?) Canal Street, New York City, with an additional office at 372 Broadway 

(NY City Directory) 

1904 (at age 60):  200 Canal, New York City (Brooklyn City Directory) 

There was also an assembly plant was in Greenpoint, Brooklyn (Obituary) 

  



Appendix C:  Census Records and Selected City Directory Records 

 

1850 US Census for Ambrose W. Barnes, showing Ambrose E. Barnes, age 6 years, living with his 
family in the Village of Williamsburg in Brooklyn (Kings County), New York City. 

 

  



 

1855 New York State Census for Ambrose W. Barnes, showing Ambrose E. Barnes, age 11 years, living 

with his family in the 4th Election District of the 10th Ward of New York City. 

Refer to the map on the next page for the location of the 4th Election District of the 10th Ward of New 

York City.15 

 

 
15 https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/1870_Hardy_Map_of_Manhattan%2C_New_York_City_-

_Geographicus_-_PoliticalDivisions-hardy-1870.jpg 



 

1870 Political map of the City of New York 

 

 

1870 Detail of the Political map of the City of New York, showing Canal Street in the 4th Election District of the 10th Ward, 
just East of Broadway in Lower Manhattan 

 



 

1860 US Census for Ambrose W. Barnes, showing Ambrose E. Barnes, age 16 years, living with his family in 
Orange, Essex County, New Jersey 

 

  



 

1865 New York State Census for Ambrose W. Barnes, showing Ambrose E. Barnes, age 21 years, living with his 
family in Brooklyn, New York 

 

  



 

1867 New York City Directory, showing Ambrose E. Barnes, age 23 years, living with his family in at 42 South  
10th Street in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, New York.  Note the address of the Ambrose W. Barnes chair business is 152 
Chatham Square in Manhattan, a distance of about 3 miles from home by the Williamsburg Bridge. 

 

  



 

1868 New York City Directory, showing Ambrose E. Barnes, age 24 years, with the same information as in 1867. 

  



 

1870 US Census for Ambrose W. Barnes, showing Ambrose E. Barnes, age 26 years, living with his family in 
Brooklyn (Kings County), New York City.  (Ambrose had been married in 1868, but his wife died in 1869.  Thus, he 
was back living with his birth family in 1870.) 

  



 

1870 New York City Directory, showing Ambrose E. Barnes, age 26 years, living with his family in at 42 South  
10th Street in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, New York.  Note the address of the Ambrose W. Barnes chair business is 
now 438 Pearl Street as well as 152 Chatham Square in Manhattan (which is a distance of just a few blocks).  
Thus, 1870 marks the transition between the two locations for the chair business. 

  



 

1872 New York City Directory, showing Ambrose E. Barnes, age 28 years, living with his family in at 78 South  
10th Street in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, New York.  Thus, the family had moved a few doors away from their location 
in 1870.  Note also the address of the Ambrose W. Barnes chair business is now only at 438 Pearl Street.  
Therefore, the move from the previous location was complete by 1872. 

  



 

1875 New York State Census for Elizabeth Barnes, showing the three youngest children, Edgar, Frank, and Walter, 
living in Brooklyn, New York.  Ambrose E. Barnes, age 31 years, is shown on the next page of the census (Line 1 at 
the bottom).  The father, Ambrose Waterhouse Barnes had died in 1874. 

 

  



 

 

1875 New York City Directory, showing Ambrose E. Barnes, age 31 years, with the same information as in 1872. 

  



 

1877 New York City Directory, showing Ambrose E. Barnes, age 33 years. 

  



 

1880 US Census for Ambrose E. Barnes, age 36 years, living with his wife and son in Brooklyn (Kings County), 
New York City.  Ambrose had gotten married to Caroline Meserole van der Voort in 1876 and had a child, Ambrose 
Theodore Barnes, in 1879.  The family was now living at 142 Clinton Avenue, in the fashionable Clinton Hill 
neighborhood of Brooklyn.16  Ambrose had been working with his father in the furniture business, and later as the 
head of the company, for 15 years.  Thus, he was well established by this time. 

  

 
16 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clinton_Hill,_Brooklyn 



 

1881 New York City Directory for Elizabeth Little Barnes and her son Walter F. Barnes, shown living at 111 Penn 
Street in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, New York, which is about 10 blocks from where she and Walter lived in 1875. 

  



 

1883 New York City Directory for Ambrose Edward Barnes, age 39 years, and his family, Caroline and Ambrose 
Theodore.  The family was still living at 142 Clinton Avenue.  The furniture business was still at 438 Pearl Street 
in Manhattan. 

  



 

1885 New York City Directory for Ambrose Edward Barnes, age 41 years, and his family, Caroline and Ambrose 
Theodore.  The family was still living at 142 Clinton Avenue in Brooklyn.  However, the furniture business had 
moved to 138 Chambers Street in Manhattan, about one mile from the previous location. 

  



 

1888 New York City (Brooklyn) Directory for Ambrose Edward Barnes, age 44 years.  The family was still living at 
142 Clinton Avenue in Brooklyn.  However, the furniture business had moved again, this time to 200 Canal Street in 
Manhattan, once again about one mile from the previous location. 

  



 

1889 New York City (Manhattan) Directory for Ambrose Edward Barnes, age 45 years.  The Brooklyn City Directory 
shows Ambrose living at 142 Clinton Avenue in Brooklyn.  However, the Manhattan City Directory shows him at 167 
Madison Avenue.  Thus, he seems to have had two residences at this time.  The furniture business was still at 198-
200 Canal Street in Manhattan. 

  



 

1891 New York City Directory for Ambrose Edward Barnes, age 47 years.  The family was now living at 775 Carroll 
Street in the Prospect Heights neighborhood of Brooklyn, just a block from Prospect Park17 (which had been 
completed in 1868).  At that time, Prospect Heights was the most fashionable neighborhood in Brooklyn.  The 
furniture business was still at 198-200 Canal Street in Manhattan.  Note that Walter F. Barnes is shown residing at 
255 Clifton Place, in the Clinton Hill Neighborhood, just a mile from his brother.   

 

Note.  In about 1919, the daughter of Ambrose Edward Barnes, Genevieve Knox Barnes Mason 

(with her husband and son) moved to Brooklyn where they lived for several years at 250 

Washington Avenue, in the Clinton Hill neighborhood of Brooklyn, just a mile and a half (about 

a 30-minute walk) to Prospect Park. 

 
17 https://www.prospectpark.org/creation-prospect-

park/#:~:text=In%201868%2C%20two%20million%20people,vision%20of%20Olmsted%20and%20Vaux. 


