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Walter Gibson was born on 13 October 1778 in College Kirk Parish in Edinburgh, Midlothian, 

Scotland.  He was the son of William Gibson and Joan Lauriston.  His parents were married on 

11 April 1773 in Edinburgh Parish, Edinburgh, Midlothian 

William and Joan Gibson had the following children, all of whom were born in Edinburgh 

Parish, Edinburgh: 

James Gibson, b. 23 February 1774 

William Gibson, b. 13 August 1775 

Margaret Gibson, b. 22 February 1777 

Walter Gibson, b. 13 October 1778 

Deborah Gibson, b. 20 August 1780 

Katharine Gibson, b. 13 June 1782 

William Gibson was a Tanner.1 

On 27 May 1806, Walter Gibson married Christian Taite at Canongate, Edinburgh, Midlothian.  

[Christian Taite was born in about 1789.  She was the daughter of William Taite.] 

Walter and Christian Gibson had the following children: 

Mary Gibson, b. 29 December 1809 in Gilmerton, Liberton, Midlothian 

William Gibson, b. 23 February 1812 in Newton, Midlothian 

Walter Gibson, b. 22 May 1814 in Newton, Midlothian 

Margaret Gibson, b. 12 May 1816 in Northfield, Duddingston,2 Midlothian 

Thomas Gibson, b. 02 September 1819 in Northfield, Duddingston, Midlothian 

Jane Gibson, b. 29 February 18243 in Cauldcoats, Duddingston, Midlothian 

At the time of his marriage, at age 28 years, Walter Gibson was a Laborer.  

Shortly after his marriage, Walter moved to Gilmerton, about 3 miles, as the crow flies, southeast 

of Edinburgh.  In 1809, Gilmerton was agricultural.  Thus, it is likely that that is where he 

became a Ploughman, the occupation he would pursue for the rest of his working life. 

One description of a Scottish ploughman follows: 4 

At the tender age of nine or ten the little rustic was put to such field service as he could 

perform, beginning life as a herd. He had scarcely anyðcertainly no regularðeducation 

after that age. There may have been now and then, for the next three or four years, a 

quarterôs schooling in winter; but what was learned then was soon forgotten. At sixteen or 

seventeen the growing lad, now a halflin, would be promoted to the charge of managing a 

pair of horses. At eighteen and twenty he was a young giant, possessed of almost incredible 

strength, tearing and sweating at his toil, and drawing upon his energy with wasteful 

recklessness. He took no care of himself. It was a mark of effeminacy sure to be ridiculed 

if he took any precaution against bad weather for the sake of his health or comfort. Wet 

 
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tanning_(leather) 
2 https://hiddenscotland.co/duddingston-village/ 
3 It is fun to note that Jane Gibson was born on Sunday the 29th of February in the Leap Year of 1824. 
4 https://electricscotland.com/agriculture/ploughman.htm 



with rain, and warm with perspiration, the fatigued rustic flung himself down to rest 

anywhere, and just as he was: like Cowperôs hardy chief, ñfearless of wrong.ò The 

inevitable result was permanent stiffness of the limbs at twenty-eight or thirty. At that age 

he could not run; he only hobbled when he tried. He was an old man in appearance and 

physical feeling at fortyðoften at that age abandoning the plough for the spade and 

pickaxe, the furrow for the drain. He complained of being ñill with the pains,ò i.e., 

rheumatism and kindred ailments. His old age, prematurely attained, was ñfilled wiô grips 

anô granes.ô At forty-five, on the testimony and in the words of Burns, life's day to the 

battered ploughman was óódrawing near the gloamingò. 

From Gilmerton (about 1808-1811), Walter moved with his family first to Newton (about 1811-

1815), then to Northfield (about 1815-1822), and then finally to Cauldcoats (about 1822-1838).  

These towns are within a couple of miles of each other, so he didnôtô need to travel far. 

The Veto Act5 

In 1834, the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland passed the Veto Act, removing 

the absolute right of landowners to appoint ministers to their parish. The Act gave male 

heads of families who were communicants with the parish the right to veto the 

appointment of a new minister if a majority of them objected. To this end, the Assembly 

instructed kirk sessions to draw up rolls of the male heads of families in each parish. We 

have transcribed the surviving rolls and are publishing them here. They are significant as 

they pre-date the earliest nominal census, which took place in 1841. 

Walter Gibson was included in the ñMale Heads of Families 1834ò, as follows: 

Forename Surname Address 

Walter Gibson Cauldcoats 

Walter Gibson died on 14 May 1838 in Cauldcoats, Newton Parish, Midlothian, Scotland at the 

age of 59 years.6 

After his death, Walterôs family continued to live in Cauldcoats as is indicated by the 1841 

Scottish Census.  Thomas (age 22 years) was living with his mother.  And Mary (age 32 years) 

was visiting from Morton Mains with her son, Adam (age 4 years), just before her wedding to 

James Alexander. 

Christian Taite Gibson died ten years after her husband on 19 May 1848 in The Wisp, Newton 

Parish, Midlothian at the age of 59 years.   

 

  

 
5 https://www.oldscottish.com/newton.html 
6 Apparently, there were no relations present at Walterôs death or shortly thereafter.  For his death, the ñOrder got byò 

was Mr. John Stevenson, who was not a relation.  This is true even though, at the time of Walterôs death, his widow 

and at least some of his children were still living in Newton Parish.  The reason for this is now lost to history. 



Appendix 

 

Walter Gibson lived in the following places. 

Year Age (in years) Event Place (all places are in Scotland) 

1778 zero Birth Collage Kirk Parish, Edinburgh, Midlothian 

1806 28 Marriage Canongate, Edinburgh, Midlothian 

1809 31 Birth of daughter Mary Gilmerton, Liberton, Midlothian 

1812 34 Birth of son William Newton, Midlothian 

1814 36 Birth of son Walter Newton, Midlothian 

1816 38 Birth of daughter Margaret Northfield, Duddingston, Midlothian 

1819 41 Birth of son Thomas Northfield, Duddingston, Midlothian 

1824 46 Birth of daughter Jane Cauldcoats,7 Duddingston, Midlothian 

1834 56 Head of Family Cauldcoats, Duddingston, Midlothian 

1838 59 Death Cauldcoats, Duddingston, Midlothian 

 

  

 
7 In some records, Cauldcoats is listed as being in Newton Parish. 



 

   Map showing where Walter Gibson was born (Edinburgh Parish), was married (Canongate), lived (Gilmerton and 
Duddingston) and died (Newton Parish).  The entire area is about 3 by 3 miles. 

  



 

Map showing Duddingston, Northfield, Cauldcoats, The Wisp, and Newton Parish.  The distance between Newton Parish and  
Cauldcoats is about one mile, and the distance between Duddingston and Cauldcoats is about two miles. 

  



 

1773-04-11 William Gibson, tanner of College Kirk Parish, and Joan Lauriston, daughter of deceased  
Thomas Lauriston, brewer of Abbeyhill,8 Marriage Record from Edinburgh 

  

 
8 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abbeyhill 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

1778-10-13 Walter Gibson Birth Record, College Kirk Parish in Edinburgh,  
son of William Gibson, tanner, and Jean Lauriston 

  



 

1806-5-26 Walter Gibson, laborer, and Christian Taite Marriage Record, Canongate, Edinburgh 

  



 

1809-12-29 Mary Gibson, daughter of Walter Gibson and Christian Tait, Birth/Baptism Record  
from Gilmerton, Liberton, Midlothian 

  



 

1812-02-23 William Gibson, (lawful) son of Walter Gibson and Christian Tait, Birth/Baptism Record  
from Newton, Midlothian 

  



 

1814-05-22 Walter Gibson, (lawful) son of Walter Gibson and Christian Tait, Birth/Baptism Record  
from Newton, Midlothian 

  



 

1816-05-12 Margaret Gibson (lawful) daughter Walter Gibson and Christian Tait, Birth/Baptism Record  
from Northfield, Duddingston, Midlothian  

  



 

1819-09-02 Thomas Gibson, (lawful) son of Walter Gibson and Christian Tait, Birth/Baptism Record  
from Northfield, Duddingston, Midlothian.  ñOmited [sic] in due order of timeò 

 

  



 

1824-02-29 Jane Gibson, (lawful) daughter of Walter Gibson and Christian Tait, Birth/Baptism Record  
from Cauldcoats, Duddingston, Midlothian. 

  



 

1838 Walter Gibson Death Record, Cauldcoats, Newton Parish 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 

1841-06-06 Scottish Census, showing Christian (Taite) Gibson, age 50 years, living in Cauldcoats, Newton Parish,  
Midlothian with her children Mary, age 28 years, and Thomas, age 20 years, and her grandson Adam Gibson,  

age 4 years, son of Mary Gibson. 
Note that the occupation of each of the adults is listed as ñAg Labò, agricultural laborer. 

Notice that Walter Gibson, son of Walter and Christian Gibson, is also shown in this census record with his wife  
Margaret and their two children, Walter and Janet. 

This census was taken on 06 June 1841.9 

  

 
9 https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/research/guides/census-records/1841-

census#:~:text=The%201841%20census%20was%20taken,and%20provosts%20(for%20burghs). 



 

1841-06-18 Mary Gibson, daughter of Walter Gibson, and James Alexander Marriage Record, showing the last 
place of residence of Walter Gibson as Cauldcoats, Newton Parish.  This document also shows that Walter 

Gibson had been a Ploughman during his life. 

Whitsunday falls on the seventh Sunday after Easter.  In 1841, that was on the 30th of May.  That means  
that Mary and her son Adam had time to leave Morton Mains and visit her mother in Newton  
(a distance of about 4 miles) just in time for the 1841 census, which was taken on June 6th. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter


 

1848-05-19 Christian Taite Gibson Death Record from The Wisp, Newton Parish, Midlothian 

Notice that this record shows that Walter Gibson (Walter Gibsonôs son) also had a daughter die.  Thus, his mother, 
Christian Gibson (age 59 years) and his daughter, Christian Gibson (age 2 years) both died in the same year, 1848. 

 


