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John Irvine was born in about 1800 in Forfar, Forfarshire, Scotland (now called Angus). He was
the son of John Irvine and Christina Hill. (Nothing is known of his parents except their names.)

It would seem that there were two areas of Scotland where the name Irvine (and its derivatives) was
prevalent. One was in the south and southwest of Scotland, from the town of Irvine (near Glasgow)
to Dumfries. And the other area was in the east of Scotland from Aberdeen to Dundee. > 23 It
would seem that John Irvine (1800-1875), who was born in Forfar, was from the second area.

John Irvine was 5' 11" tall, but none-the-less, he was the shortest of his siblings. His sister Sophia,
for example, was 6 feet tall and had red-gold hair and a fair complexion. The Irvines tended to be
tall, handsome, and fine-featured with fair complexions.

It is apparent that, as young man, John Irvine went to live in Ireland. There he met and married
Agnes Armstrong. Agnes Armstrong was the daughter of John Armstrong and Jane Stewart, both
of whom were of Scottish heritage. Agnes was born in about 1811 in Ireland.

John and Agnes were married in about 1831. They had the following children:

John Irvine, b. 1833, Ireland

Jessie Irvine, b. 1835, Ireland

Sophia Irvine, b. 1838, Glasgow, Lanarkshire, Scotland

William Irvine, b. 1841, Yoker, Renfrew, Renfrewshire, Scotland

Christina Irvine, b. 1843, Yoker, Renfrew, Renfrewshire, Scotland

James Irvine, b. 1847, Yoker, Renfrew, Renfrewshire, Scotland

Collin Houston Irvine, b. 1848, Yoker, Renfrew, Renfrewshire

From the places where his children were born, it is clear that John moved back to Scotland in about

1836. He did not return to Forfar, however. He settled in Glasgow at first, and then he moved to
Yoker about 5 miles down the River Clyde.

John Irvine was a Journeyman Blacksmith. But he also became involved in building breakwaters,
the most famous of which was for Portpatrick pier.* John did quite well in the breakwater business
until he got the contract for Portpatrick where the sea defeated him in a terrible storm in 1839, and
he lost everything. After that, he returned to his original trade as a blacksmith and went into the
new shipyards on the Clyde.

John Irvine died on 12 September 1875 (at age 75 years) at Porter Lodge, Dalmuir, Old Kilpatrick,
Dumbartonshire, Scotland.

Agnes Armstrong died on 27 March 1889 (at age 78 years) at Porter Lodge, Dalmuir, Old
Kilpatrick, Dumbartonshire, Scotland.

! The Irvines and their Kin, compiled by L. Boyd, R.R. Donnelley & Sons Company, Chicago, 1908:
https://www.electricscotland.com/webclans/htol/irvines_kin.pdf

2 The Scottish Nation: Irving: https://electricscotland.com/history/nation/irving.htm

% The Erwins, Thomas Barkley Irwin: https://toradleyerwin.wixsite.com/mysite/the-erwins

4 For information on Portpatrick Pier, refer to https://www.ports.org.uk/port.asp?id=356
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Two areas of Scotland where the name Irvine (and its derivatives) is prevalent. One is in the south and southwest of Scotland,
from the town of Irvine (near Glasgow) to Dumfries. And the other is in the east of Scotland from Aberdeen to Dundee




John Irvine
in the 1841 Scotland Census

LDetaiTI l Source—l

Name John Irvine

Age 35

Estimated Birth Year abt 1806

Gender Male

Where born Scotland

Civil parish Renfrew

County Renfrewshire

Address Ferry Road Head

Occupation Blacksmith J

Parish Number 575

Household Members (Name) Age
John Irvine 35
Anges Irvine 30
John Irvine 8
Jessie Irvine 6
Sophia Irvine 4
John Henderson 8

1841 Scottish Census, showing John Irvine and his family



John Jovine
in the 1851 Scotland Census

Name

Age

Estimated Birth Year
Relationship
Spouse
Gender

Where born
Parish Number
Civil parish
County
Address
Occupation
ED

Page

Household schedule number

Line

Roll

John Jovine

51

abt 1800

Head

Agnes Jovine

Male

Forfar, forfarshire
575

Paisley Middle Church
Renfrewshire
Ferry Road Hend
Smith Journeyman
2A

1

37

6

CSSCT1851_127

Household Members (Name) Age Relationship
John Jovine 51 Head
Agnes Jovine 43 Wife
John Jovine 18 Son
Sophia Jovine 13 Daughter
William Jovine 10 Son
Christina Jovine 8 Daughter
James Jovine 4 Son
Collin H Jovine 3 Son
George Fafe 52 Servant

1851 Scottish Census, showing John Irvine (misspelled “Jovine”) and his family.



John Irvine

in the 1861 Scotland Census
Name John Irvine
Age 60
Estimated Birth Year abt 1801
Relationship Head
Spouse's Name Agnes Irvine
Gender Male
Where born Forfar, Forfarshire
Registration Number 575
Registration district Renfrew
Civil parish Renfrew
County Renfrewshire
Address Ferry Road Head
Occupation Foreman Blacksmith
ED 1
Household schedule number 33
Line 2
Roll CSSCT1861_81
Household Members (Name) Age Relationship
John Irvine 60 Head
Agnes Irvine 53 Wife
James Irvine 14 Son
Houston Irvine 63 Son
David Faylor 33 Lodger

© 2023 Ancestry.com

1861 Scottish Census, showing John Irvine and his family. (Note that Colin Houston Irvine was 13 years of
age, not 63, in 1861.)



John Irvine
in the 1871 Scotland Census

Name

Age

Estimated Birth Year
Relationship
Spouse's Name
Gender

Where born

John Irvine
I

abt 1800
Head
Agnes Irvine
Male

Forfar, Forfarshire

Registration Number 501

Registration district Old Kilpatrick

Civil parish Old Kilpatrick

County Dumbartonshire

Address Porter Lodge

Occupation Retired Blacksmith

ED 5

Household schedule number 64

Line 19

Roll CSSCT1871._88

Household Members (Name) Age Relationship

John Irvine 7 Head

Agnes Irvine 63 Wife

Jessie Irvine 36 Daughter
© 2023 Ancestry.com

1871 Scottish Census, showing John Irvine and his family



1861—1965 :
Extract of an entry in a REGISTER of DEATHS
Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages (Scotland) Act 1965

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Name and surname When and where died Sex Age Name, surname and rank
or profession of father
Name and maiden surname

of mother

Cause of death, duration of
disease and medical

No Rank or profession and whether attendant by whom certified

single, married or widowed the death occurred

Signature and qualification
of informant and residence,
if out of the house in which

005544

When and where registered
and signature of registrar

1874,

1877, |
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The above particulars are extracted from a Register of Deaths for the PGMS l’\, of .- &ﬁi ‘1491-{)@13-&«:./&. .........
in the Co‘ludij of Qb arton.

Given under the Seal of the General Register Office, New Register House, Edinburgh, on ;Lq;“‘ %

k@us? 1984

to the original entry made with the authority of the Registrar General.

The above particulars incorporate any sub t correcti or d

This extract is valid only if it has been authenticated by the seal of the General Register Office. If the paniculamho relevant entry in the statutory register have been
reproduced by photography, xerography or some other similar process the seal must have been impressed after the reproduction has been made. The General Register
Office’yiwgnticate only those reproductions which have been produced by that office.

Warning

It is an offence under section 53(3) of the Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages (Scotland) Act 1965 for any person to pass as genuine any copy or reproduction of this
extract which has not been made by the General Register Office and authenticated by the seal of that office.

Any person who faisifies or forges any of the particulars on this extract or knowingly uses, gives or sends as genuine any false or forged extract is liable to prosecution under
section 53(1) of the said Act.

1875 John Irvine Death Certificate
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1881 IRVINE, AGNES (Census 501/ 5/ 10) Page 10 of 44
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1871 Scottish Census, showing Agnes Armstrong Irvine and her family



1889 IRVINE, AGNES (Statutory registers Deaths 501/ 73)
©Crown copyright, National Records of Scotland. Image was generated at 26 November 2017 20:01
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1889 Agnes Armstrong Irvine Death Certificate



