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John Irvine was born in about 1800 in Forfar, Forfarshire, Scotland (now called Angus).  He was 

the son of John Irvine and Christina Hill.  (Nothing is known of his parents except their names.) 

It would seem that there were two areas of Scotland where the name Irvine (and its derivatives) was 

prevalent.  One was in the south and southwest of Scotland, from the town of Irvine (near Glasgow) 

to Dumfries.  And the other area was in the east of Scotland from Aberdeen to Dundee. 1, 2, 3  It 

would seem that John Irvine (1800-1875), who was born in Forfar, was from the second area. 

John Irvine was 5' 11" tall, but none-the-less, he was the shortest of his siblings.  His sister Sophia, 

for example, was 6 feet tall and had red-gold hair and a fair complexion.  The Irvines tended to be 

tall, handsome, and fine-featured with fair complexions. 

It is apparent that, as young man, John Irvine went to live in Ireland.  There he met and married 

Agnes Armstrong.  Agnes Armstrong was the daughter of John Armstrong and Jane Stewart, both 

of whom were of Scottish heritage.  Agnes was born in about 1811 in Ireland. 

John and Agnes were married in about 1831.  They had the following children: 

John Irvine, b. 1833, Ireland 

Jessie Irvine, b. 1835, Ireland 

Sophia Irvine, b. 1838, Glasgow, Lanarkshire, Scotland 

William Irvine, b. 1841, Yoker, Renfrew, Renfrewshire, Scotland 

Christina Irvine, b. 1843, Yoker, Renfrew, Renfrewshire, Scotland 

James Irvine, b. 1847, Yoker, Renfrew, Renfrewshire, Scotland 

Collin Houston Irvine, b. 1848, Yoker, Renfrew, Renfrewshire 

From the places where his children were born, it is clear that John moved back to Scotland in about 

1836.  He did not return to Forfar, however.  He settled in Glasgow at first, and then he moved to 

Yoker about 5 miles down the River Clyde. 

John Irvine was a Journeyman Blacksmith.  But he also became involved in building breakwaters, 

the most famous of which was for Portpatrick pier.4  John did quite well in the breakwater business 

until he got the contract for Portpatrick where the sea defeated him in a terrible storm in 1839, and 

he lost everything.  After that, he returned to his original trade as a blacksmith and went into the 

new shipyards on the Clyde. 

John Irvine died on 12 September 1875 (at age 75 years) at Porter Lodge, Dalmuir, Old Kilpatrick, 

Dumbartonshire, Scotland. 

Agnes Armstrong died on 27 March 1889 (at age 78 years) at Porter Lodge, Dalmuir, Old 

Kilpatrick, Dumbartonshire, Scotland. 

  

 
1 The Irvines and their Kin, compiled by L. Boyd, R.R. Donnelley & Sons Company, Chicago, 1908:  

https://www.electricscotland.com/webclans/htol/irvines_kin.pdf 
2 The Scottish Nation:  Irving:  https://electricscotland.com/history/nation/irving.htm 
3 The Erwins, Thomas Barkley Irwin:  https://tbradleyerwin.wixsite.com/mysite/the-erwins 
4 For information on Portpatrick Pier, refer to https://www.ports.org.uk/port.asp?id=356 
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Two areas of Scotland where the name Irvine (and its derivatives) is prevalent.  One is in the south and southwest of Scotland, 
from the town of Irvine (near Glasgow) to Dumfries.  And the other is in the east of Scotland from Aberdeen to Dundee 

 

  



 

1841 Scottish Census, showing John Irvine and his family 

  



 

1851 Scottish Census, showing John Irvine (misspelled “Jovine”) and his family. 

  



 

1861 Scottish Census, showing John Irvine and his family.  (Note that Colin Houston Irvine was 13 years of 
age, not 63, in 1861.) 

  



 

1871 Scottish Census, showing John Irvine and his family 



 

1875 John Irvine Death Certificate 

  



 

1871 Scottish Census, showing Agnes Armstrong Irvine and her family 

  



 

1889 Agnes Armstrong Irvine Death Certificate 

 


