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Elizabeth Gibson Alexander was born about 1844 at Mortonhall Estate1, 2 in Liberton,3, 4 Edinburgh, 

Midlothian, Scotland.  Her parents were James Alexander (born about 1816, Colinton, Edinburgh, 

Midlothian, Scotland) and Mary Gibson (born 29 Dec 1809, Liberton, Edinburgh, Midlothian, 

Scotland).  Elizabeth’s parents were married on 18 Jun 1841 in Liberton, Edinburgh, Midlothian, 

Scotland. 

James and Mary Alexander had the following children,5 all of whom were born in Liberton, 

Edinburgh, Midlothian, Scotland: 

Adam Alexander, b. abt. 1837 

Elizabeth Gibson Alexander, b. abt. 1844 

Christina Alexander, b. abt. 1847 

Mary Alexander, b. abt. 1849 

John Alexander, b. abt. 1855 

Elizabeth’s father, James Alexander, was a gardener at Mortonhall Estate.  However, the family lived 

in Morton Village, a short walk away from Mortonhall, the principal residence of the estate.  Morton 

Village was, no doubt, an estate village, a village that is wholly within and part of a private estate.6, 7   

Note that James Alexander was gardener at the estate.  A gardener is one who tends to the gardens 

immediately surrounding the residence.  This is a position above that of farm laborer or agricultural 

laborer, who worked in the fields of the estate. 

It seems that Elizabeth, at age 7 years, went to live with an elderly woman named Jane McKenzie, also 

in Morton Village.  In the 1851 Scotland Census, Elizabeth was listed variously as a “Scholar” and as a 

“Lodger”.  And Jane McKenzie was listed as a “Pauper” (which means that she was dependent upon 

the Parish for her support).  Jane had been an Agricultural Laborer but had become blind.8  Perhaps, 

Elizabeth was living with the woman to help her.  Even though Elizabeth is listed as living with Jane 

McKenzie, Jane McKenzie’s residence was just two doors down from the Alexander residence.  Thus, 

it wasn’t as if Elizabeth was very far away from her family. 

The next we hear of Elizabeth, it is 1867, and she is a young woman living in Barony Parish,9 

Glasgow.  How she got from Morton Village near Edinburgh to Barony Parish near Glasgow is 

 
1 Refer to:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mortonhall 
2 https://www.mortonhall.co.uk/about-us/ 
3 https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Liberton,_Midlothian,_Scotland_Genealogy 
4 For an extensive article on the Parish of Liberton, from The Statistical Accounts of Scotland 1791-1845, written in 1839, 

refer to:  https://stataccscot.edina.ac.uk/static/statacc/dist/viewer/nsa-vol1-

Parish_record_for_Liberton_in_the_county_of_Edinburgh_in_volume_1_of_account_2/nsa-vol1-p2-parish-edinburgh-

liberton?search=Morton,%20liberton,%20midlothian 
5 Geneanet Community Trees Index for James Alexander:  https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/5484207863:62476?ftm=1 
6 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Estate_village 
7 Even though Morton Village was a place listed in the Scotland Census of 1861, very few records can be found of it today. 
8 As indicated in the 1861 census. 
9 The Barony civil and ecclesiastical parish was separated in 1595 from the burgh of Glasgow, which previously formed the 

only parish, including both the royalty and the barony; it contains a great portion of the suburbs and parliamentary borough, 

with a wide rural district, and is eight miles and a half in length and four and a half in breadth. 



unknown.  At that time she was listed as a Domestic Servant, which meant that she was serving in the 

home of a wealthy family. 

Elizabeth Gibson Alexander married William Irvine [born on 27 September 1841 on Ferry Road in 

Yoker, Renfrew, Renfrewshire, Scotland].  They were married on 02 January 1867.  At the time of her 

marriage, Elizabeth was 23 years of age and lived in Barony Parish, Glasgow, and William was 25 

years of age and lived in Dalmuir Parish of Old Kilpatrick (near Clydebank).  They were married back 

in Elizabeth’s home town in Morton, Parish of Liberton, Midlothian, near Edinburgh, in the Free 

Church of Scotland by the Reverend David K. Guthrie.  After they were married, they lived in a two-

family stone house in Dalmuir, which they owned. 

Elizabeth and William Irvine had the following children, all of whom were born in Dalmuir, Old 

Kilpatrick, Dumbartonshire, Scotland. 

John Irvine, b. 1868 

Mary Gibson Irvine, b. 1869 

Agnes Armstrong Irvine, b. 1870 

James Irvine, b. 1872 

William Irvine, b. 1874 

Christina Irvine, b. 1877 

Janet Irvine, b. 1881 

Sophia Simpson Irvine, b. 1882 

Elizabeth Alexander Irvine, b. 1885 

Between the ages of 24 and 41 years, Elizabeth had nine children!  So, she was always surrounded by a 

great deal of love. 

However, in her mid to late forties, Elizabeth developed a case of rheumatoid arthritis.  This illness 

progressed and, in time, she was confined to her bed and chair. 

In the spring, when the strawberries were large and luscious, Grandfather [William Irvine] would 

go into his back-yard garden and pick a large, lovely cabbage leaf and fill it with strawberries 

and present them to Granny [his wife].10   

James was Elzabeth’s second son.  He was a ship’s engineer, responsible for keeping the ship’s steam 

engines and other machinery in good operating order.  James used to go back and forth to India on 

various ships in this capacity. 

Uncle Jim would come home after a long, long, time at sea and dump gold pieces into Granny's 

[his mother's, Elizabeth Gibson Alexander] lap.  (James Irvine never married, he but lived with 

his two sisters Agnes and Elizabeth. 11   

Sophia was Elizabeth’s fifth daughter.  She married John Taylor Leckie and moved to Cleveland, Ohio 

in America. 

One day (when I was about tenish), Mother [Sophia] was catching flies "on the wing."  We were 

all amazed and asked how she had learned to do that.  She said that while she was growing up, 

her mother was confined to a chair (not a wheelchair) where she sat all day.  She also took naps 

in the chair.  If there were any flies about, Mother did not want to disturb her mother's rest by 

 
10 Recollection of William Irvine’s granddaughter, Agnes Armstrong Leckie Mason (1914-1994). 
11 Recollection of Agnes Armstrong Leckie Mason. 



swatting them, so she learned to catch them on the wing.  (None of us could do it although 

we tried.)12   

Elizabeth Gibson Alexander Irvine died (at age 66 years) on 14 Nov 1910 at the family home at 13 

Nairn Street, Dalmuir, Old Kilpatrick, Dunbartonshire, Scotland. 

 

  

 
12 Recollection of Agnes Armstrong Leckie Mason. 



Appendix 

 

1851 Scotland Census for the parents of Elizabeth Gibson Alexander.   Apparently, Elizabeth, age 7, 
was not at home, although all the other children were.  (See next page.)  Note that the family lived in 
Morton Village not on the Mortonhall Estate. 



 

 

1851 Scotland Census Elizabeth Gibson Alexander.  Elizabeth Gibson Alexander was not living at home, but she, 
too, was living in Morton Village.  Jane McKenzie is listed as being 67 years of age (which was probably elderly at 
that time) and as a “Pauper”.  Perhaps the young girl, Elizabeth, was asked to live with Jane to help her. 

 



 

   

1851 Scotland Census for Morton Village, Liberton, Midlothian.  Note that James Alexander is listed as a 
Gardener living with his family in dwelling #6 in Morton Village.  Note that James Alexander lived right next 
door to Morton House. 

1851 Scotland Census for Morton Village, Liberton, Midlothian.  Note that Elizabeth Alexander, age 7 
years) is listed as a Scholar (or Lodger) living with Jane McKenzie in dwelling #8 in Morton Village. 

1851 Scotland Census for Morton Village, Liberton, Midlothian, showing additional residents of  
Morton Village 

 

 

 



 

 

     1867 Marriage Certificate for William Irvine and Elizabeth Gibson Alexander.  Note that Mary Gibson Alexander was a witness to the marriage, just a year 
before her death in 1868. 

 

 

  



 

 

     1910-11-14 Death Certificate for Elizabeth Gibson Alexander Irvine.   


