
 

 

 

A Brief History 
of 

William Irvine 

Born on 21 Jul 1874 Dalmuir, Old 

Kilpatrick, Dumbartonshire, Scotland 

Died on 11 April 1946 in Dalmuir,  

Old Kilpatrick, Dumbartonshire,  

Scotland 

&         Margaret McPhee Ferguson 

Born on 14 April 1875,  

Govan, Lanarkshire, Scotland 

Died on 24 April 1946 in Dalmuir,  

Old Kilpatrick, Dumbartonshire,  

Scotland 

 

 

 

 

 

Franklin P. Mason II 



William Irvine & Margaret McPhee Ferguson 

Franklin P. Mason II 

This essay was written in conjunction with Margaret Anne Watt Foggie and George Thomas Watt, two 

of the grandchildren of William Irvine and Margaret McPhee Ferguson.  Recollections of these 

co-authors are indicated by their initials:  MAWF and GTW.  

Note:  At the conclusion of this essay are three Appendices containing closely related topics:  

Appendix B:  Notes on Dugald Ferguson (1795-1874); Appendix C:  Notes on Master Donald 

Ferguson (1841-1901); and Appendix D:  Notes on Donald Ferguson Irvine (1910-1942). 

 

William Irvine  (II) was born on 21 July 1874 in Dalmuir, Old Kilpatrick, Dumbartonshire, Scotland.  

His parents were William Irvine (I), Journeyman Blacksmith in Marine Engineering [born 1841 in 

Renfrew, Renfrewshire, Scotland] and Elizabeth Gibson Alexander [born about 1844 in Liberton, 

Midlothian, Scotland].  His parents were married on 02 January 1867 in Morton, Parish of Liberton, 

Midlothian, near Edinburgh, Scotland. 

William I and Elizabeth had 9 children, all of whom were all born in Dalmuir: 

John Irvine, b. 1867 

Mary Gibson Irvine, b. 1869 

Agnes Armstrong Irvine, b. 1870 

James Alexander Irvine, b. 1872 

William Irvine II , b. 21 July 1874 

Christina Irvine, b. 1877 

Janet Irvine, b. 1881 

Sophia Simpson Irvine,1 b. 1882 

Elizabeth Alexander Irvine, b. 1885 

The town where William II was born, Dalmuir,2, 3 is nine miles north-west of Glasgow.  It is situated 

on the alluvial plains of the River Clyde, south of the formerly volcanic Kilpatrick Hills.  The area was 

at the most northerly-west part of the Roman Empire with Antonine Wall forts to the west at Old 

Kilpatrick and north at Duntocher from AD 142 until it was abandoned in AD 162.  In the 18th century 

the area was mostly arable land, undivided moor capable of grazing 266 sheep, with a small mansion, 

near the Duntocher Burn, called "Dallmuir House".  To the west was Dalmuir Farm and the two 

Buchanran farms to the east.  The first industrialization was the paper mill opened in 1747 by Edward 

Collins.  Powered by the Duntocher Burn at Dalmuir Glen, the water was diverted through the Mill 

Lade to the High Dam to provide power to the mill's Upper Works.  Thatched, whitewashed stone 

cottages for workers grew around the mills along Dumbarton Road, creating the village of Dalmuir.  

By the 1790s, the statistical account records the paper mill as the fourth or fifth largest in Scotland.  

Also in 1790, the Forth and Clyde Canal opened.  

Before his marriage in 1904, William Irvine II lived with his parents in Dalmuir, first at Thatch Row, 

then by 1881, Old Dalmuir Lodge and then, by 1891, at 13 Clyde Trust Buildings. 

 
1 Grandmother of Franklin P. Mason 
2 Dalmuir - Wikipedia 
3 Dalmuir 
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Dalmuir, Old Kilpatrick, Dumbartonshire 

William Irvine was an Engine Fitter in the Shipbuilding industry for more than 50 years.  He was an 

Apprentice Engine Fitter already by age 16 years in 1891.  By 1901, at age 26, he was fully trained as a 

Steam Engine Fitter.  By the time of his marriage, at age 30 years in 1904, William was a Journeyman 

(expert) Engine Fitter.  And he continued in that occupation until the time of his retirement. 

An Engine Fitter is responsible for assembling engines, in this case steam engines, basically, by hand, 

and presumably, as part of a team.  An Engine Fitter can also work in the engine room, maintaining 

engine parts while a ship is at sea.4 

Note:  Williamôs older brother, James Irvine, was also an Engine Fitter.  James Irvine used to go back 

and forth to India on the ship on which he was an engineer.  Unlike William, however, James never 

married.  He lived with two of his sisters, Agnes and Elizabeth.  James Irvine lived his last three years 

with his brother, William Irvine, and was nursed by his brother's wife, Margaret (McPhee Ferguson 

Irvine).  He is buried in Clydebank. 

Grandfather [William Irvine] was a precision engineer and worked in John Brown's famous 

shipyard where they built some of the famous ocean going liners. Apparently, he had a fine head 

of white hair, a genetic [trait] that did not manifest itself with me! [GTW] 

 

 

 
4 DOOT: 210.ðErectors, Fitters 

http://doot.spub.co.uk/code.php?value=210


Margaret McPhee Ferguson was born on 14 April 1875 in Govan, Lanarkshire, Scotland.  Her 

parents were Donald Ferguson [born 03 February 1841 in Kilchoman, Islay, Argyll, Scotland] and 

Margaret Dallas [born 15 November 1842 also in Kilchoman, Islay].  Her parents were married on 

30 March 1871 on 356 Argyle Street, Glasgow Blythswood,5 Lanarkshire, Scotland.   

Donald and Margaret had the following children: 

Dougald Ferguson, b. 04 November 1872, Kilarrow, Islay, Argyll, Scotland 

Margaret McPhee Ferguson, b. 14 April 1875, Govan, Glasgow, Lanarkshire, Scotland 

James Dallas Ferguson, b. 10 February 1879, Govan, Glasgow, Lanarkshire, Scotland 

Duncan Bell Ferguson, b. 02 March 1883, Govan, Glasgow, Lanarkshire, Scotland 

Note:  The name ñMcPheeò, as such, appears in only a few records.  The name that appears in its stead 

is usually ñMcDuffieò.  McDuffie and McPhee are both surnames that are derived from the Gaelic 

name Mac Duibhsh²the, which means "son of Duibhsh²th".  McDuffie is an Anglicized version of the 

Gaelic name, which is made up of the words dubh ("black") and s²th ("peace").  McPhee is a shorter 

version of McDuffie.  It may also be derived from the Gaelic name mac a' Ph³, which could have the 

same origins as other surnames like MacFee, Fee, and Mahaffey.  The spelling of surnames was often 

left to the discretion of English officials, who may not have been able to read or write Gaelic.  This 

could lead to different surnames for people who are actually related.  McPhee, McPhie, MacPhee, or 

Macphee is a Scottish surname.  Like MacFie, it is usually regarded as a shorter version of McDuffie.6 

Before her marriage in 1904, Margaret lived with her parents, in 1881, at 20 Cornwall Street in Govan; 

then in 1891, Margaret lived at her uncleôs (Neil Dallasô) home in Kilarrow on Islay with her mother 

and siblings; then in 1901 she was back with both parents and her siblings in Govan at 175 Paisley 

Road, West, then in 1904, 95 Middleton Street, Govan. 

Note:  Margert McPhee Fergusonôs father, Donald Ferguson, was a sea Captain in the British Merchant 

Marine.  (Refer to Appendix C.)  Thus, he was away from Scotland, at sea, for long periods of time.  It 

just so happened that he was away during the 1891 Scottish Census.   

Even though Margaret McPhee Ferguson was born in Govan, she spent a significant part of her 

childhood on Islay. 

Refer to the map of Islay in Appendix A. 

Islay is a very beautiful island as well as one we have a very long connection with because my 

Grandma Ferguson [Margaret McPhee Ferguson] belonged there.  She had a life-rent of a house 

in the village of Port Charlotte that she inherited through her own family and reverted to a 

nephew after her death. [MAWF]   

  

 
5 Blythswood Hill - Wikipedia 
6 McPhee - Wikipedia 
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You said about my grandmother [Margaret McPhee Ferguson] spending some years of her 

childhood in Islay. Below is a story I heard but it may well be a reference to someone else. 

Now I'm not sure, but I think it was because her mother [Margaret Dallas] was a very poor sailor 

and sailing overnight from Glasgow, Broomielaw to Islay, they sailed through a fierce storm and 

she was dreadfully ill. After that experience she swore she'd never sail again. It was said she only 

had to look at the boat to feel seasick! She must have returned at some point though. Perhaps she 

could not, would not, take her children with her knowing she'd be totally incapacitated. If that 

was the case then possibly the children stayed in Islay until it was deemed they were old enough 

to return on their own.  

In those far off times, shipping was not so easily put off as today. They were much hardier souls, 

and passengers would never think to sue if they banged their head on something. At that time 

there was a sailing from the Broomielaw, round the Mull of Kintyre then over to Islay from 

there. If you look at the map, you will see they were sailing in Atlantic waters which could be 

hazardous at the best of times and especially in the event of a sudden squall. In my youth the 

Islay ferry sailed from West Loch Tarbert in all weathers. Today the ferries are four times the 

size, at least, and get storm bound very easily! [GTW] 

 

Map of the approximate route of the ferry from Broomielaw (Glasgow) to the Isle of Islay  
around the Mull of Kintyre 

 

  



The family usually went to Islay for the summer but that would be to Coultorsay [north of Port 

Charlotte, near Bruichladdich] where Donaldôs family farmed, to Port Charlotte or to Black Rock 

where the Bells and Dallases were. [MAWF] 

She [Margaret McPhee Ferguson] spent much of her childhood on Islay and attended Newton 

School just outside Bridgend. [GTW] 

Newton Primary School was located in a stone building that was built well over 100 years ago, near 

Bridgend.  The school was closed in 2003, and the building lay empty for nearly 12 years.  Then, in 

2024, the building was converted into a holiday cottage named ñAn Seann Sgoilò (ñThe Old Schoolò in 

Gaelic).7  The building is an Islay heritage building. 

 

Newton Primary School, Bridgend, Islay was in operation as a school for more than 100 years.  The building is 
now a holiday cottage named ñAn Seann Sgoilò (ñThe Old Schoolò in Gaelic). 

 

I should think she [Margaret McPhee Ferguson Irvine] was an excellent woman but perhaps 

rather stern. [GTW] 

 

 
7 An Seann Sgoil Bridgend | A COLLECTION OF UNIQUE LUXURY HOLIDAY COTTAGES 

https://islaystay.com/


The couple, William Irvine and Margaret McPhee Ferguson were married on 13 July 1904 at 

95 Middleton Street in Plantation, Govan, Lanarkshire,8 the brideôs home.  At the time of their 

marriage, William and Margaret were both 29 years of age. 

William and Margaret had the following children: 

Margaret Dallas Irvine, b. 14 July 1906, Plantation, Govan, Lanarkshire; m. George W. Francis 

William Irvine, b. 24 July 1908, Govan, Lanarkshire; m. Catherine Zena MacKay 

Donald Ferguson Irvine, b. 23 July 1911, Govan, Lanarkshire; m. Evadne H. Stephenson 

Elizabeth Alexander Irvine, b. 07 February 1916, Clydebank, Dunbartonshire; m. George Watt 

William and Margaret lived along the River Clyde all their married lives from 1904 until their deaths 

in 1946.  From 1904 to some time before 1916, they lived in Govan, a district of Glasgow.9  By 1916, 

they had moved about 5 miles down the river to Clydebank, probably to be closer to the center of the 

shipbuilding industry, which was located in that town.  By 1933, William and Margaret were probably 

living at 9 Hornbeam Drive in Dalmuir, Old Kilpatrick, a bit further down the River Clyde.  Finally, at 

the time of their deaths in 1946, they lived at 74 Maple Drive, Dalmuir, Old Kilpatrick. 

William and Margaret lived through the First World War, the Great Depression, and the Second 

World War.  

The First World War (1914-1918) led to a shipbuilding boom in Clydebank, which created jobs and 

economic growth.  Clydebank shipyards built a variety of vessels, including cargo steamers, oil 

tankers, and dreadnoughts,10 which were the primary type of battleship at that time. 

The Yards were very busy and the men worked 10-hour days (in summer).  It was dark at 4:00 

P.M. in winter so that must have helped, but they did everything they could to keep supplying 

ships and keep the Navy and Merchant Service at sea as fast as the Germans destroyed our 

shipping.  In 1916 the Government decided to cut their wages by a farthing an hour!  A farthing 

was a quarter of a penny so over 6 days that was 15 pence.  [However,] It was a big cut and my 

grandfather went on strike with the rest of the workforce, marching up to Glasgow and the 

Government called the army to stop them.  No more sensible than Governments today.  The men 

got the farthing back, though. [MAWF]   

During the First War, Margaretôs [Margaret McPhee Fregusonôs] brothers Dougie and Duncan 

were at sea and Dougie was torpedoed and drowned.   (Duncanôs ship was torpedoed, too, but he 

survived and went back to sea, only to be torpedoed and drowned in World War II.  Her brother 

James was also at sea but he had died of a fever and had been buried at sea ñthree days out from 

Rangoonò in the Indian Ocean.  He was very young, still only a cadet, I think, but sadly I canôt 

remember his age.  Grandma had dreamt of him dripping with water so she knew he was gone 

long before his ship came home without him.) [MAWF]   

My mother [Elizabeth Alexander Irvine] told me of how her mother [Margaret McPhee 

Ferguson] went to vote for the first time when women were finally enfranchised in Britain in 

1928.  She put on her Sunday bestðhat, coat, glovesðthe lot.  Then she got my grandfather 

[William Irvine II] to tell her the exact layout of the hall, where the desk was, what to say, and 

most important of all, where the booth was.  Nothing was to spoil this momentous occasion.  I 

mentioned about her possibly being stern, but clearly she had her less confident moments. 

[GTW] 

 
8 Govan - Wikipedia 
9 According to the 1911 Scottish Census, in 1911, they lived at 181 Copland Road, Govan Whitefield, Lanarkshire 
10 Dreadnought - Wikipedia 
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Like all Highland women, and that includes the Hebrideans, hospitality was a major issue.  And 

my grandmother was no exception.  It was always an open house for family travelling to 

Glasgow to or from Islay.  (My grandfather [William Irvine II], being a Lowlander, was thought 

of fondly for his observation of this kind practice.)  In addition, the young men of Islay, who 

served during WWI, would stay over with the family in Glasgow on their way to or from France.  

My mother [Elizabeth Alexander Irvine] remembered that, on one occasion, in perhaps 1918 or 

1919, as a wee girl, she was on the floor playing while these big men in their kilts sat at the table.  

They were on their way home after the horrors of WWI. [GTW] 

 

The Great Depression (1929-1939) devastated shipbuilding worldwide, and production in Clydebank 

was no exception.  However, the ship Queen Mary11 was built between 1930 and 1934 at the John 

Brown and Company Shipyard12 in Clydebank, and the ship Queen Elizabeth 13 was built between 

1936 and 1938, also at the John Brown Shipyard, which provided some employment. 

[During] the Slump there was no work in the shipyards.  At some point Grandpa got into Singerôs 

sewing machine factory where he worked as a gauge-maker and setter and he was still there 

when they stopped making sewing machines and turned over to guns.  That was precision 

engineering.  He may have worked on the Queen Mary but not the Queen Elizabeth. [MAWF]   

The Second World War (1939-1945) was especially difficult for the Irvine family.  Perhaps, the most 

difficult time for them physically was the Clydebank Blitz.  As has been mentioned, the Irvine family 

lived in Dalmuir, a village in the larger city of Clydebank, just a mile from the center of Clydebank. 

The Clydebank Blitz was the merciless bombing of Clydebank by Nazi Germany over a two-day 

period, from 13 to 14 March 1941. 

Clydebank Blitz14 

As a result of the raids on the nights of 13 and 14 March 1941, the town was largely destroyed 

and it suffered the worst destruction and civilian loss of life in all of Scotland. 1,200 people died, 

1,000 people were seriously injured, and hundreds more were injured by blast debris. Over the 

course of the two nights, a total of 439 Luftwaffe bombers dropped in excess of 1,650 incendiary 

containers and 272 tonnes of bombs.  Out of approximately 12,000 houses, only eight remained 

undamagedðwith 4,000 completely destroyed and 4,500 severely damaged. Over 35,000 people 

were made homeless.15 

 
11 RMS Queen Mary - Wikipedia 
12 John Brown & Company - Wikipedia 
13 RMS Queen Elizabeth - Wikipedia 
14 Blitz | West Dunbartonshire Council 
15 Clydebank Blitz - Wikipedia 
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Clydebank and Dalmuir, showing the extent of the Clydebank Blitz, 13 and 14 March 1941 

The Blitz must have been a dreadful experience and I am glad I missed it.  Mum [Elizabeth 

Alexander Irvine, age 26 years] was nursing in the Victoria Infirmary16 on the south side of 

Glasgow and on night duty so she watched the explosions and the fires from the darkened 

windows.  In the morning, she walked home, as there were no buses on the Clydebank Road, 

passing all the hideous damage and the shocked people, knowing nothing of her own family until 

she reached the house. [MAWF]   

They lived at 10 Hornbeam Drive and the bomb hit the end of the house so that there was one 

upright wall holding a side of the upper floor and the rest sloped down to the ground.  We both 

share with George how she wriggled in to the bombed ruin to get out what she could.  George 

mentions the clock [see below], I remember she saved as many books as she could and some 

linen and Elizabeth remembers that when Mum got in to see what had slid down from the former 

sitting room upstairs, she thought the display cabinet was undamaged but when she touched it, it 

crumbled.  Each of the grand-daughters still treasurers one or two items from Grandmaôs 

wedding China that Mum got out of that wreck at risk of her life.  Isnôt memory fascinating?  

These few items that were saved must have been immensely valuable in keeping their sanity.  

They still had to face Donaldôs disappearance in the fall of Singapore and Billôs dispatch to serve 

in Burma, not to mention Dadôs uncertain chances at sea. [MAWF]   

 
16 Glasgow Victoria Infirmary - Wikipedia 
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Margaret and William, our grandparents, had spent the night in the Anderson shelter at the foot 

of the garden.  These shelters were distributed by the Government in the form of curved plates of 

corrugated iron and a sheet of instructions.  The householder dug a hole of the precise 

measurements and wedged in the iron to give a rounded oblong hut which was then covered with 

the earth removed from the hole and turf from the lawn on top if you could.  A door was 

provided and a right-angled baffle wall erected to protect it from blast.  They wouldnôt stand a 

direct hit but saved a lot of lives.   

 

Anderson Shelter,17 used in Great Britain during World War II as an air raid shelter 

[At one point during the blitz] Grandmother [Margaret McPhee Ferguson Irvine] sat upright in 

the bomb shelter hanging onto her handbag.  When my mother [Elizabeth Alexander Irvine] 

suggested she might be more comfortable lying down, she responded with:  ñIf I've to meet my 

maker, I'll do it with my integrity intactò.  The tenement building where they lived was bombed 

and they lost nearly all they had.  My mother managed to recover a few articles from the rubble 

including the wall clock which was a wedding present from his [William Irvineôs] best man.  I 

suspect the bombing broke their hearts. [GTW] 

 
17 The Armourgeddon Anderson Shelter | Armourgeddon 

https://www.armourgeddon.co.uk/the-armourgeddon-anderson-shelter/


 

I thought you might like to see the clock, Franklin.  Or what remains of it!  There should be a 
decorated crown on the top and tail piece, both of which were lost in the bombing.  The glass side 
panels are replacements, a bit shoogly [wobbly], but the rest is intact. It still goes, but I do not run it. 
The old girl must be pretty worn out. She still chimes, but not quite on the hour. If it chimes 8 times it's 
probably about 5:20. (A slight exaggeration).  Ironically, the clock was made in Germany. [GTW] 

 

  



After some time, the family moved to 74 Maple Drive in Dalmuir.  Of course, they couldnôt 

move into Maple Drive immediately, so they were evacuated to Helensburgh [about 15 miles 

from Dalmuir, down river on the north side of the Firth of Clyde] where they had a little flat 

above a chemist shop (a pharmacy). [MAWF]   

This move to Helensburgh caused an upset to our parentsô [George Watt, age 27 and Elizabeth 

Alexander Irvine, age 26] marriage plans as the Banns had already been read.  So, when the 

wedding party gathered and father handed over the certificate, it was invalid!  The banns must be 

published in the parishes where the couple live and Mum no longer lived in Dalmuir.  There was 

an exception for sailors and soldiers who had very short leaves so the minister took Daddy on a 

tour of Glasgow to find a Sheriff who could grant the license to marry, and Mummy and the 

wedding guests proceeded to eat the Wedding Breakfast without him.  Rationing was quite 

severe even by the summer of ô41 so it was unthinkable to let prepared food spoil.  Luckily they 

did find a Sheriff (a judge in the lower courts in Scotland) and the actual marriage took place.  

Mum wore the dress she had had to be her cousinôs bridesmaid before the war and the cousin 

(Margaret Ferguson, daughter of Uncle Duncan, who after surviving his ship being torpedoed in 

the First War, was torpedoed and drowned in the Second) fixed daisies on the brim of the pre-war 

hat.  The happy couple then managed to get a train to Edinburgh and had their honeymoon in the 

Cockburn Hotel immediately above the station.  Dadôs ship was being repaired in Hull, and they 

couldnôt expect more than three days.  However, by their one bit of good luck, further repairs 

were needed and they had a whole week together before he went back to sea and she was sent to 

nurse in Dungavel,18 the castle of the Duke of Hamilton, given or requisitioned for a hospital.  

Many of the patients were Free French and Polish soldiers and airmen recovering from their 

physical and mental injuries before joining the allied forces, and she loved the work. She had 

school French and an ear for language and soon picked up enough Polish to comfort a nightmare. 

[MAWF]   

On the morning after the Blitz, my mother [Elizabeth Alexander Irvine, age 26] and her parents, 

William and Margaret, realised that their daughter, Margaret [age 35], [who was] in Glasgow would 

not know they had survived.  So, my mother put on her fur coat, hat, good shoes and gloves and set off 

to try to catch a bus.  There were none because a bomb had landed just in front of the bus station, 

making a crater so big that a double-decker bus landed in the bottom and lay there like a stepping stone 

so people could use it to cross but, of course, no bus could drive over it.  After a while, a lorry came 

past and offered those waiting a lift.  Thus, Mum got up to Glasgow sitting on the back of the lorry 

with her nice, neat feet in their good leather shoes dangling over the end! [MAWF]   

The most difficult incident of the war for them emotionally must have been the death of their son, 

Donald Ferguson Irvine, on 15 February 1942, at the hands of the Japanese in Singapore.  Donald had 

gone to Singapore as a medical professional some time before 1940.  Refer to Appendix D for more 

information on Donald Ferguson Irvine and his wife, Evadne (Eva) Hannah Stephenson, and daughter, 

Elizabeth Margaret Irvine. 

The story, told to me by my mother [Elizabeth Alexander Irvine Watt]:  My grandmother 

[Margaret McPhee Ferguson Irvine] awoke during the night to see her son, Donald, standing at 

the foot of the bed with a trickle of blood from his temple.  In the morning, she called the family 

together to tell them their dear brother Donald was dead.  It was many months later, I believe, 

before they got the official notification.  He was a doctor in Singapore, and when he and another 

young doctor, with a white flag, tried to explain to the Japanese the hospital was civilian only, 

they were hacked down in cold blood. [GTW] 

 
18 Dungavel Castle (Dungavel House) (Dungavel Lodge) - DiCamillo 

https://www.thedicamillo.com/house/dungavel-castle-dungavel-house/


 

Grandma Margaret had been trained as a ñLadiesô Mantua Makeròða tailorðbecause Captain 

Donald didnôt want his daughter to have to "marry for a meal ticketò.  Her skill meant her family 

was always well-dressed.  She made not only the girlsô clothes but also the boysô Sunday kilts 

and tweed jackets and knitted their stockings.  My mother remembered them out on the rocks in 

Islay gathering the lichen called ñcrotalò in Gaelic19 that she used to dye the tweed and stocking 

wool so that they matched.  In all those years of hardship, people would come to her for a ñbit of 

cloth to patch somethingò or thread or a needle, and she would supply the need.  Grandpa 

William was an Elder of the Barclay Church from the age of 25.  He had particular care for the 

children and always carried sweets in his pocket when he was out on his pastoral rounds.  Their 

children Margaret, Bill and Donald all went to Glasgow University and got good degrees, and 

my mother would have followed them but she gave up her sixth year at school to help her mother 

nurse an uncle [Uncle Jim?] and then went to the ñSick Kidsò [Royal Hospital for Sick 

Children20] to train, followed by her General Nursing in the Victoria Infirmary. [MAWF]   

There was also an Uncle Ben who drove a horse tram in Edinburgh.  Mother loved to visit him 

and his wife.  One day she was walking with him up the Mound from Princes Street to the Old 

Town when they met a smartly dressed gentleman who lifted his hat in salute.  Uncle Ben 

explained that the gentleman was one of the Lords of Session (senior judges) coming down from 

the Courts, but Uncle Ben was his superior in the Freemasons! [MAWF]   

 

Somehow they kept going in spite of their grief and gave their children a happy childhood and a 

love of books and learning.  Grandpa loved Milton, and my mother could recite the first 40 lines 

of Paradise Lost before she went to school. [MAWF]   

 

William Irvine and Margaret McPhee Furguson Irvine died within days of each other in 1946, William 

on 11 April and Margaret on 24 April 1946 at their home at 74 Maple Drive in Dalmuir, Old Kilpatrick, 

Dumbartonshire. 

William Irvine and Margaret McPhee Ferguson Irvine had 4 children, 12 grandchildren, 24 great 

grandchildren, with many more to come.  Among their progeny are teachers, doctors, writers, lawyers, 

homemakers, ministers, farmers, poets, Scottish Gaelic21 speakers, and speakers of Scots.22 

 

  

 
19  ñCrotalò is the Gaelic word for a greenish-grey lichen that was once used in the Islands to dye wool and tweed into a 

range of yellow-orange-brown colors. 
20 Royal Hospital for Sick Children, Edinburgh - Wikipedia 
21 Scottish Gaelic - Wikipedia 
22 Scots language - Wikipedia 
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Appendix A:   

Records for William Irvine and Margaret McPhee Ferguson 

 

William Irvine Records 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The four parents of William Irvine and Elizabeth Gibson Alexander and the nine children of William Irvine and 
Elizabeth Gibson Alexander.  Note how William Irvine and Elizabeth Gibson Alexander followed the Scottish 
traditional naming scheme:  First son named after fatherôs father; first daughter named after motherôs mother; 
second son named after motherôs father; second daughter named after fatherôs mother.  After that, additional 
children are named after other ancestors. 

 



 

                  1871 William Irvine and Elizabeth Alexander Marriage Record 

 

 



 

1874 William Irvine Birth Record 

 

 



 

1881 Scottish Census William Irvine, age 6 years, showing that he is living with his grandmother, Agnes 
Armstrong Irvine and his older brother, James, age 9 years 

 



 

1891 Scottish Census William Irvine, age 16 years, showing parents and siblings 

 



 

1901 Scottish Census William Irvine, age 26 years, showing parents and siblings 

 



Margaret McPhee Ferguson Records 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The four parents of Donald Ferguson and Margaret Dallas and the four children of Donald Ferguson and Margaret 
Dallas.  Note how these parents did their best to follow the Scottish traditional naming scheme:  First son named 
after fatherôs father; first daughter named after motherôs mother; second son named after motherôs father; second 
daughter named after fatherôs mother.  However, in this case, there was no second daughter.  Thus, the third son 
was named after the fatherôs motherôs father, Duncan Bell. 

 

 



 
1851 Scottish Census for James Dallas, showing Niel Dallas, age 18, and Margaret Dallas, age 9 

Note:  Neil Dallas never married.  He was a farmer, and he lived his entire life in Kilarrow on Islay.  

His younger sister, Margaret Dallas (Ferguson), and her children lived with him in Kilarrow in 1891 

for reasons presently unknown.  Refer to the 1891 Scottish Census Margaret McPhee Ferguson, below.  



 

              1871 Donald Ferguson and Margaret (Peggie) Dallas Marriage Record 

 

  



 

Map of Islay, showing several of the places connected to the Ferguson, Dallas, Bell, and McPhee families 

 



 

1881 Scottish Census Margaret McPhee Ferguson, age 6 years, showing her parents and siblings 

 



 

 

1891 Scottish Census Margaret McPhee Ferguson, age 16 years, showing mother and siblings in the 
home of her uncle, Neil Dallas ( incorrectly listed here as ñDallugò), her motherôs brother 

 



 

1901 Scottish Census Margaret McPhee Ferguson, age 25 years, showing parents and siblings 

 

 



William Irvine and Margaret McPhee Ferguson Combined Records 

 

 

       1904 William Irvine Marriage Record 

 



 

1911 Scottish Census William Irvine, age 36 years, showing his wife and children 

 



 

1946 William Irvine, age 71 years, Death Record 

 

 

 



 

1946 Margaret McPhee Ferguson Irvine, age 71 years, Death Record 

 

  



Appendix B:   

Notes on Dugald Ferguson (1795-1874) 

Dugald Ferguson (1795-1874) was the grandfather of Margaret McPhee Ferguson.  Dugald Ferguson 

was an agricultural worker, principally caring for sheep and cows.  

Dugald Ferguson (1795-1874) lived in the tiny hamlet of Tormisdale on Islay, which is about a five 

mile walk over some hills to Port Charlotte. 

In an article about the Kilchoman Free Church in Port Charlotte,23 is the following passage: 

Presenter for the Gaelic Services was Mr. Dugald Ferguson, who walked over the hill from 

Tormisdale, carrying his Sunday boots, one in each jacket pocket, until he reached the main road 

where the working boots were deposited into a convenient hole in the dyke, safe until his return. 

The Kilchoman Free Church in Port Charlotte was built some time in the 1840s and was active for 

some time after that.  In 1845, our Dougald Ferguson would have been about 50 years of age, which is 

about the correct age for a preacher. 

Could it be that our Dougald Ferguson and the one mentioned in the passage could be one and the 

same person?  (How many Dougald Fergusons of preaching age could have lived in tiny hamlet of 

Tormisdale at that time?) 

This Dugald Ferguson  (1795-1874) is likely to have been the Dugald Ferguson described in that 

passage.  

The following is a story from Margaret Foggie, which seems to be closely related to this topic: 

Fascinating detail you have picked up here. I expect you know that the Church of Scotland split 

in 1843 on the question of the peopleôs right to elect their own minister.  This was the 

ñDisruptionò.  My family was always for freedom so the Dougald in question walked out of the 

parish church and built (with the help of his friends) a Free Church which is now the Museum of 

Islay Life.  The women when they were gathering bait on the shore or up at the peat moss with 

their creels would pick up any likely stone and carry it in their aprons to the site and the men 

would build.  I thought it was great fun to see that daughter Janet at her work camp in South 

India was forced into the same division of labour.  The Indians refused to allow the girls to build. 

That was the boysô job. The girls could bring them the loads of mud bricks to use, much heavier 

but less kudos.   

I never heard Dougald was a preacher but of-course in the first years after 1843 they took a while 

to get New College set up and train more ministers the way they wanted them so likely 

whichever Elder had the ability would ñsay a few words and put up a prayerò.  Mum had a story 

that one of her great uncles was the Precentor, the singer who gave out the first line of the psalm 

for the congregation to sing. Well worth listening toðsounds like the wind on the sea.  The old 

pulpits24 had two storeys [two decks], top for the monster preaching and a precentorôs box below. 

No raised chancel like a parish church, separating the congregation from the communion table. I 

think he was a John or James but I am not sure. He walked down from Tormisdale in his boots, 

left them in the wall and went in to church in his good shoes.   

  

 
23 About Islay Museum | Museum of Islay Life 
24 Pulpit - Wikipedia 

https://www.islaymuseum.org/about-islay-museum/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pulpit#:~:text=In%20Lutheran%20churches%2C%20as%20well,the%20latter%20being%20used%20by


Note:  Dougald Ferguson (1795-1874) lived in the tiny hamlet of Tormisdale on Islay, which is about a 

five mile walk over some hills to Port Charlotte. 

In an article on the Kilchoman Free Church in Port Charlotte,25 is the following passage: 

Presenter for the Gaelic Services was Mr. Dugald Ferguson, who walked over the hill from 

Tormisdale, carrying his Sunday boots, one in each jacket pocket, until he reached the main road 

where the working boots were deposited into a convenient hole in the dyke, safe until his return. 

The Kilchoman Free Church in Port Charlotte was built some time in the 1840s and was active for 

some time after that.  In 1845, our Dougald Ferguson would have been about 50 years of age, which is 

about the correct age for a preacher. 

Could it be that our Dougald Ferguson and the one mentioned in the passage could be one and the 

same person?  (How many Dougald Fergusons of preaching age could have lived in Tormisdale at that 

time? 

  

 
25 About Islay Museum | Museum of Islay Life 

https://www.islaymuseum.org/about-islay-museum/


Gaelic Psalm Singing:  

gaelic psalm singing youtube - Google Search 

 

gaelic psalm singing youtube - Google Search 

 

Adomn§n (Gaelic Psalm Singing) 

 

New London. Psalm 63: 2-3 (Live) 

 

THE TRADITION OF THE HEBRIDEAN GAELIC PSALM SINGING 20/4/19 

 

Hebridean Psalm Singing 

 

Martyrs - Gaelic Psalm 

 

Kilmarnock Psalm 107: 28-30 (Live) 

 

Traditional Hymns  

3 hours of PSALM SINGING from Scotland 

 

Psalm 40v1-5 (Tune: Ballerma) 

 

Scottish Lament 

scottish lament songs - Google Search 

 

{ŎƻǩǎƘ ƭŀƳŜƴǘ ǎƻƴƎǎ ȅƻǳǘǳōŜ π DƻƻƎƭŜ {ŜŀǊŎƘ 

 

 

  

https://www.google.com/search?q=gaelic+psalm+singing+youtube&sca_esv=d645707ffb8e0e1d&source=hp&ei=HTmVZ8f9LtHA0PEP8cKMkAI&iflsig=ACkRmUkAAAAAZ5VHLVzZeL0m8uXMc772XPrGJ-mCOTj3&oq=gaelic+ps&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6IglnYWVsaWMgcHMqAggBMgUQLhiABDIFEAAYgAQyBRAuGIAEMgUQABiABDIFEAAYgAQyBRAuGIAEMgUQABiABDIFEAAYgAQyBRAAGIAEMgUQABiABEjXelAAWP5XcAB4AJABAJgBWaABngWqAQE5uAEByAEA-AEBmAIJoAKxBcICERAuGIAEGJECGLEDGIMBGIoFwgILEC4YgAQYkQIYigXCAgsQABiABBixAxiDAcICERAuGIAEGLEDGNEDGIMBGMcBwgIIEAAYgAQYsQPCAg4QLhiABBixAxiDARiKBcICCBAuGIAEGLEDwgIKEC4YgAQYQxiKBcICChAAGIAEGEMYigXCAgsQABiABBiRAhiKBcICDhAuGIAEGJECGLEDGIoFwgIQEC4YgAQYsQMYQxiDARiKBcICCxAuGIAEGMcBGK8BwgILEC4YgAQYsQMYgwHCAhIQABiABBixAxhDGIoFGEYY-QHCAg0QABiABBixAxhDGIoFwgIOEAAYgAQYsQMYgwEYigXCAg0QLhiABBixAxhDGIoFmAMAkgcBOaAH-mM&sclient=gws-wiz#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:5ba93789,vid:w62TN2iCP1g,st:0
https://www.google.com/search?q=gaelic+psalm+singing+youtube&sca_esv=d645707ffb8e0e1d&source=hp&ei=HTmVZ8f9LtHA0PEP8cKMkAI&iflsig=ACkRmUkAAAAAZ5VHLVzZeL0m8uXMc772XPrGJ-mCOTj3&oq=gaelic+ps&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6IglnYWVsaWMgcHMqAggBMgUQLhiABDIFEAAYgAQyBRAuGIAEMgUQABiABDIFEAAYgAQyBRAuGIAEMgUQABiABDIFEAAYgAQyBRAAGIAEMgUQABiABEjXelAAWP5XcAB4AJABAJgBWaABngWqAQE5uAEByAEA-AEBmAIJoAKxBcICERAuGIAEGJECGLEDGIMBGIoFwgILEC4YgAQYkQIYigXCAgsQABiABBixAxiDAcICERAuGIAEGLEDGNEDGIMBGMcBwgIIEAAYgAQYsQPCAg4QLhiABBixAxiDARiKBcICCBAuGIAEGLEDwgIKEC4YgAQYQxiKBcICChAAGIAEGEMYigXCAgsQABiABBiRAhiKBcICDhAuGIAEGJECGLEDGIoFwgIQEC4YgAQYsQMYQxiDARiKBcICCxAuGIAEGMcBGK8BwgILEC4YgAQYsQMYgwHCAhIQABiABBixAxhDGIoFGEYY-QHCAg0QABiABBixAxhDGIoFwgIOEAAYgAQYsQMYgwEYigXCAg0QLhiABBixAxhDGIoFmAMAkgcBOaAH-mM&sclient=gws-wiz#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:00d63acc,vid:tZ72md88J28,st:0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5fSTQGL1rdE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H2-NZeMuSgg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uWf8vkbNUEQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wKjuvm_MyF0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fMqKxpq6QAE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CA--QTqZfzQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3FzcS43dqpI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QSRp5wTXR6A
https://www.google.com/search?q=scottish+lament+songs&sca_esv=d645707ffb8e0e1d&ei=zT-VZ6ioNaS40PEPlerjoQU&ved=0ahUKEwjowszm0ZGLAxUkHDQIHRX1OFQQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=scottish+lament+songs&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiFXNjb3R0aXNoIGxhbWVudCBzb25nczIFEAAYgAQyBhAAGBYYHjILEAAYgAQYhgMYigUyCxAAGIAEGIYDGIoFMgsQABiABBiGAxiKBTIIEAAYgAQYogQyCBAAGIAEGKIEMgUQABjvBUjTN1CqCFiZInABeAGQAQCYAX2gAfEDqgEDNS4xuAEDyAEA-AEBmAIHoAKEBMICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAgsQLhiABBiRAhiKBcICCxAAGIAEGJECGIoFwgIpEC4YgAQYkQIYigUYlwUY3AQY3gQY4AQY9AMY8QMY9QMY9gMY9wPYAQGYAwCIBgGQBgi6BgYIARABGBSSBwM2LjGgB80r&sclient=gws-wiz-serp#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:7885488c,vid:RTakZY46x40,st:0
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=d645707ffb8e0e1d&q=Scottish+lament+songs+youtube&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi7uYmj0pGLAxWBCjQIHVooCRwQ1QJ6BAg2EAE&biw=1912&bih=954&dp#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:c9472f12,vid:zfBK_2T06yM,st:0


Dugald Ferguson Records 

 

 

1841 Scottish Census for Dugald Ferguson and his wife Margaret Bell Ferguson and their children 

 



 

1851 Scottish Census for Dugald Ferguson and his wife Margaret Bell Ferguson 



 

 

1861 Scottish Census for Dugald Ferguson and his wife Margaret Bell Ferguson 

 



 

1871 Scottish Census for Dugald Ferguson and his wife Margaret Bell Ferguson and daughter Margaret 
Ferguson Smith (wife of Peter Smith) and granddaughter Margaret Smith 



 

 

1874 Dugald Ferguson Death Record 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Appendix C:   

Notes on Master (Captain) Donald Ferguson (1842-1901) 

Donald Ferguson (1841-1901) was the father of Margaret McPhee Ferguson. 

Donald Ferguson was in the British Merchant Marine for his entire working life. 

 

Records in the Scottish Census: 

In the 1861 Scottish Census, at age 20 years, Donald was listed as Sailor, living in Glasgow St. George 

Parish. 

In the 1881 Scottish Census, at age 40, Donald was listed as Chief Officer S S, living at 20 Cornwall St 

in Govan Church Parish26 

In the 1901 Scottish Census, at age 60, Donald was listed as Master Mariner, living at 175 Paisley Rd 

West, Govan, Plantation Landward 

Mariner Certificates: 

In 1864, at age 23, Donald became an ONLY MATE, living on St Vincent Street in Glasgow. 

In 1867, at age 27, Donald became a MASTER, living at 473 St Vincent Street in Glasgow. 

Donaldôs Mariner Certificate Number was 31.596, and it remained so throughout his career. 

Both the census records and the certificates show Donaldôs steady promotion:  Sailor, Only Mate, First 

Mate, Master. 

Note:  A bit about ñRankò in the British Merchant Marine.27, 28  (The topic of ñRankò in the Merchant 

Marine and in the Royal Navy is a complex one.  These are just a few notes on the topic.) 

A ñMateò is a deck officer on a merchant ship, such as a First Mate (Chief Officer, Chief Mate), 

Second Mate, or Third Mate.  An ñOnly Mateò is a deck officer on a merchant ship who can take 

command of the vessel if the captain is unable to. 

The term "Chief Officer S S" refers to the first mate of a ship, essentially the second-in-command to 

the Captain, responsible for the deck crew and cargo operations on board the vessel; "S S" stands for 

"Steam Ship." 

The rank of ñMasterò in the Merchant Marine is equivalent to that of ñCaptainò in the Royal Navy.  

The term ñCaptainò is also used in the Merchant Marine.  The Master is the highest ranking officer of 

the vessel, who holds ultimate command and responsibility for the ship and its crew. 

 

  

 
26 Even though Donald was certified as a Master in 1867, it appears that he accepted lesser posts, for a time, before the 

position of Master became available to him. 
27 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seafarer%27s_professions_and_ranks#:~:text=The%20captain%20or%20master%20is,opini

on%20of%20an%20individual%20captain. 
28 Research guide C2: The Merchant Navy: Tracing people: Master-mariners, mates and engineers | Royal Museums 

Greenwich 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seafarer%27s_professions_and_ranks#:~:text=The%20captain%20or%20master%20is,opinion%20of%20an%20individual%20captain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seafarer%27s_professions_and_ranks#:~:text=The%20captain%20or%20master%20is,opinion%20of%20an%20individual%20captain
https://www.rmg.co.uk/collections/research-guides/research-guide-c2-merchant-navy-tracing-people-master-mariners-mates#:~:text=A%20Second%20Mate%20could%20then,found%20under%20the%20same%20reference.
https://www.rmg.co.uk/collections/research-guides/research-guide-c2-merchant-navy-tracing-people-master-mariners-mates#:~:text=A%20Second%20Mate%20could%20then,found%20under%20the%20same%20reference.


As a mariner, Donald would be at sea for 6 to 9 months at a time in ships with names such as Collina, 

Valencia, Oscar, and Malaga.  Then, he would be at home for, perhaps, 6 weeks in between voyages. 

Perhaps the most famous voyage Donald was on was a highly publicized 13,000 mile race from San 

Francisco to Cobh in Ireland.  That voyage is detailed in the following newspaper article. 

 

                                Article in a Greenock newspaper, detailing the race from San Francisco to Ireland 



The Pinmore29, 30 was commanded by Captain Maxwell and Donald Ferguson was her First 

Mate.  If that voyage took 114 days, the previous one would be longer so there was plenty of 

time for his family to go off to Islay.  [The Pinmore is engraved] In full sail on this Narwhal tusk.  

(Below)  [The engraving is] magnificent, but I love her in the bottle that Jessie Maxwell gave to 

my grandmother [Margaret McPhee Ferguson Irvine] when Captain Maxwell died. 

  

   Narwhal tusk with the name of the ship, Pinmore, engraved on one side and the ship in full sail on the other side 

 

 
29 Sailing Vessel PINMORE built by John Reid & Co in 1882 for Diamond K Co. - John Kerr & Co., Greenock , Cargo 
30 Sailing Ships: "Pinmore" (1882) 

https://www.clydeships.co.uk/view.php?ref=19179
http://www.bruzelius.info/Nautica/Ships/Fourmast_ships/Pinmore(1882).html

