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Thomas Kendall1,2 was probably born in about 1680, and he was probably born in Settle, 

Yorkshire, England.  Thomas Kendall belonged to the Society of Friends3 (Quakers).  It is not 

known whether he was born into a Quaker family or whether he became a Quaker on his own.  

But either is possible because the Quaker faith was already well established in Settle by 1665, 

fifteen years before Thomas Kendallôs probable birth year. 

In 1700, Thomas Kendall left his home in Yorkshire for a new home in America.  Other Quakers 

had made the journey before him as early as 1682.4  He probably embarked from Liverpool 

(rather than London), and the sea voyage could have taken as long as four months.  (The ship he 

traveled on is not known.)  The total journeyðfrom the time he received a certificate of removal 

from the Settle Monthly Meeting (MM), in February 1700, until he was duly recorded as a 

member of the Chester MM, in August 1700ðrequired about six months. 

Shortly after Thomas Kendall arrived in America, he purchased two lots of land in Chester, 

(then) Chester County.  The transaction was recorded on 24 February 1701.  Then, on 10 May 

1703, he bought two more lots in Chester. 

In 1708, Thomas Kendall married Mary [   ].  Thomas was about 28 years old.  If Mary was 

about 20 years old at that time, she would have been born in about 1688.  Therefore, she could 

have been born in Pennsylvania or in England.  Maryôs surname is unknown, nor are her parentsô 

names known. 

At the time of his marriage, Thomas (presumably) lived in Springfield, (then) Chester County.  

Therefore, he must have sold his lots in Chester and bought a farm in Springfield sometime 

between 1703 and 1708.  (The distance from Chester to Springfield is less than 10 miles.)  

Thomas was certainly in Springfield by 1715 as the Springfield ñtaxables of 1715ò attests. 

Thomas Kendall was in the home building trade; he was a plasterer.5  Many, if not most, of the 

homes in Pennsylvania in the early to mid-1700s had lath and plaster interior walls.  So, no 

doubt, he was kept busy in his occupation. 

Thomas and Mary Kendall had five children, all of whom were born (presumably) in Springfield, 

as follows: 

Jane Kendall, b. 08 November 1709 

Mary Kendall, b 28 January 1712 

Thomas Kendall, b. 23 May 1715 

John Kendall, b. 28 November 1719 

Eleanor (Ellen) Kendall, b. 16 May 1723 

Thomasô wife, Mary Kendall, died in about 1723, at the age of about 35 years.6  The cause of her 

death is not known.   

When Mary died, Thomas Kendall was left alone to raise five children ranging in age from infant 

to 14 years.  One might suppose that he would want to remarry as soon as possible so that he had 

a partner to care for the children and the home while he was working to support the family.  



Thus, shortly after his wifeôs death Thomas wooed a woman named Rebecca Swaffer.  However, 

the Quaker Church deemed that his wooing was being done too soon after his wifeôs death.  So, 

nothing more ever came of it.  Presumably, the girls, Jane, age 14, and Mary, age 11, assumed 

responsibility for the care of the three younger children.  Thomas did finally remarry in 1733 (to 

a widow named Elizabeth Wilkinson from Bucks County), but by then Jane and Mary were both 

married with children of their own.  And the younger children were about 18, 14, and 10, 

respectively. 

In 1736, Thomas Kendall bought land in Bucks County.  This might be some of the land he 

refers to in his will. 

In 1739, John Kendall, Thomasô son, married Rebecca Collier at the Chester MM.  Thomas Sr. 

attended the wedding along with Thomas Jr., Mary Kendall Hall, Eleanor (Ellen) Kendall, and 

Elizabeth Kendall, Thomas Sr.ôs second wife.  (Jane Kendall Woodward had died in 1738, at age 

29 years.) 

Thomas Kendall died in December of 1741.  He was about 61 years of age.  Thomas Kendall left 

a very positive legacy.  He had five children and 21 grandchildren and innumerable later 

descendants who now live from Pennsylvania to California and many places in between. 

Notes: 

1.  According to Wikipedia: 

The town of Kendal, anciently known as Kirkby in Kendal or Kirkby Kendal, is a 

market town and civil parish within the South Lakeland District of Cumbria, 

England.  Historically in Westmorland, it is 50 miles (80 km) south of Carlisle, on 

the River Kent, and has a total resident population of 27,505 [in 2001], making it 

the third largest settlement in Cumbria, behind Carlisle and Barrow in Furness. 

Kendal is listed in the Domesday Book [1086] as part of Yorkshire with the name 

Cherchbi. For many centuries it was called Kirkbie Kendal, meaning "village with 

a church in the valley of the River Kent". 

The surname ñKendallò was probably derived from ña person from the town of Kendalò.  

For example, ñThomas of Kendalò became ñThomas Kendallò. 

Apparently, there was quite a bit of commerce conducted between Kendal in 

Westmoreland and Settle in Yorkshire.  This is attested to by the building of the Keighley 

to Kendal Turnpike (a distance of about 55 miles), which was completed in 1753.  Major 

impetus for the building of this turnpike came from business interests in Settle, which lies 

at about the midpoint of the turnpike. 

All this suggests that the name ñKendallò originated in the town of Kendal, Westmorland 

(present-day Cumbria). 

(There are two other sources of the name Kendall, one in Driffield, Yorkshire and the other 

in Cornwall.  But the proximity of Settle to Kendal strongly suggests that the surname of 

this Thomas Kendall originated in Kendal, Westmorland.) 

2.  This Thomas Kendall is not to be confused with the Thomas Kendall who lived in Burlington, 

New Jersey.  That Thomas Kendall was born probably in about 1650 and probably in 

England.  He came to America in 1684 or before.  He married Mary Elton (daughter of 
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Anthony Elton) in Burlington, New Jersey in 1684.  And he died in 1709 in Burlington, New 

Jersey.  This Thomas Kendall was born probably in about 1680 and probably in Settle, 

Yorkshire, England.  He came to America in 1700.  He married Mary [   ] in about 1708 in 

Chester County, Pennsylvania.  And he died in 1741 in Springfield, Chester, Pennsylvania. 

3.  The founder of the Society of Friends, George Fox, began preaching publicly in 1647.  His 

message was well received in Westmoreland (now Cumbria) and Yorkshire, among other 

places.  For example, when George Fox preached on Pardshaw Crag (in Westmoreland) in 

1650, he drew large crowds.  And the records for the Settle, Yorkshire Monthly Meeting date 

from 1665. 

4.  The following account is related at the website below:  

http://usgwarchives.net/mt/chouteau/worstell/1CHAP2.htm 

The Settle Monthly Meeting, Yorkshire, England, issued a certificate of removal 

from the Settle Meeting, dated June 7, 1682, and named seven families intending 

to ñremove into Pennsylvania,ò including Cuthbert Hayhurst, his wife, and family.  

The Settle district in Yorkshire is far to the north of England; therefore, it is 

unlikely that many of the families would travel south to London but would go 

instead to the closer port of Liverpool.  Chief highways were badly maintained, 

and other roads were little better than rough tracks.  For Quakers it was even more 

difficult. They were a marked group who could be picked up as vagrants, attacked 

by bullies and idlers, as well as the usual highwaymen.  At least four of the seven 

Settle families took the Lamb.  There were about 40 ships that came over during 

this year. 

In the same article is the following interesting quotation: 

About Penn and the Quakers, Michael Tepper wrote in New World Immigrants, 

ñThe Quakers either chartered their own ships or traveled in independent groups 

on vessels already in the colonial trade.  They had no financing company to which 

they were responsible, their land had been secured, the Indians had been 

propitiated, and some white people had already settled in the Delaware valley.  

They were not sailing into a terrifying unknown.  Such letters as exist speak of the 

good life, the plentiful food, the abundant earth, and (less often than one would 

expect) their religious meetings.ò  

5.  Plaster in the 1700s was made from four ingredients:  lime, aggregate, fiber, and water.  The 

lime came from ground-and-heated limestone or oyster shells; the aggregate from sand; and 

the fiber from ox, goat, cow, or hog hair.  When the lime, sand, water, and animal hair were 

mixed, the mixture provided the plasterer with ñcoarse stuff.ò  This mixture was applied in 

one or two layers to build up the wall thickness.  But the best plaster was done with three 

coats.  The first two coats made up the coarse stuff; they were the scratch coat and the brown 

coat.  The finish plaster, called ñsetting stuff,ò contained a much higher proportion of lime, 

little aggregate, and no fiber, and gave the wall a smooth white surface finish. 

6.  Regarding Mary Kendallôs date of death:  In the book Genealogy of the Smedley Family, 

compiled by Gilbert Cope, Wickersham Printing Company, Lancaster, PA, 1901, on page 

298, it states that ñElinor, dau. of Thomas and Mary Kendall, of Springfield é was born 5, 

16, 1723 [16 May 1723].ò  Thomas was disciplined for wooing too soon after his wifeôs death 



on 30th of the 9th month 1724 [30 Nov 1724].  The usual mourning period was about one year.  

If we assume that Thomas had been wooing for a while, then that means that Mary Kendall 

probably died in mid-1723, only a few months after her youngest child was born.  Could she 

have died in childbirth? 

 

  



Kendall Family Documents 

Quaker Record of Removal from Settle MM, Yorkshire, England, 1700 

Quaker Record of Arrival at Chester MM, Pennsylvania, America, 1700 

Quaker record showing that Thomas Kendall married ñOut of Unityò, 1708 

Quaker record showing that Mary Kendall applied for reinstatement as a Friend, 1712 

Quaker record showing that Thomas Kendall was reinstated as a Friend, 1712 

Mention of Quaker record showing that Thomas and Mary Kendall were appointed to have 

oversight of a wedding, 1717 

Quaker record showing the dates of birth of four of five of Thomas and Mary Kendallôs children 

Quaker record showing that Thomas Kendall was disciplined for courting too soon after his 

wifeôs death, 1724 

Quaker record showing Thomas Kendallôs request to marry Elizabeth Wilkinson, widow, of the 

Wrightstown MM in Bucks County, 1733 

Quaker Record of Arrival for Elizabeth Kendall from the Buckingham MM in Bucks County to 

the Chester MM in Chester County, 1733 

Additional Kendall Documents 

¶ Record of Land Purchase in Chester, 1701 

¶ Record of Land Purchase in Chester, 1703 

¶ Record of Springfield Taxables of 1715 

¶ Record of Land Purchase in Bucks County, 1736 

¶ John Kendallôs Wedding, 1739 

Thomas Kendallôs Will  and Inventory, 1741/2 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Kendall 
 

Quaker Record of Removal from Settle MM, Yorkshire, England, 1700 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends Meeting House, Settle, Yorkshire, England, built 1678 

  



 

 

 

Page 209 of the minutes from the Settle, Yorkshire, England Monthly Meeting from 12th month 

1699/1700 (February 1700), which shows the following entry for Thomas Kendall:   

4  also we have signed (with satisfaction) a certificate removing Thomas Kendall his 

removing himself into pensilvania [Pennsylvania] in America there to set[t]le 

himself among friends 

 

The original document is about 7.0 in. × 16.1 in (18 cm × 41 cm).  It is in the possession of: 

Special Collections, Brotherton Library 

University of Leeds 

Leeds, England  LS2 9JT 

http://library.leeds.ac.uk/info/254/search_special_collections/148/summary_guide_to_the_quake

r_archives/1 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Kendall 
 

Quaker Record of Arrival at Chester MM, Pennsylvania, America, 1700 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Page 31 of the minutes from the Chester, Pennsylvania Monthly Meeting from 1700/1701, 

entitled ñAn account of Friends certificates as followethò, which shows the following entry for 

Thomas Kendall:   

the 26 of the 6 m 1700 [26 August 1700] 

Thomas Kendall latley [lately] arrived from old England produced a certificate from 

the monthly meeting of Set[t]le in Yorkshire that signified his clearance as to the 

satisfaction of the meeting 

 

The original document is about 5.5 in. × 16 in.  It is in the possession of: 

Friends Historical Library of Swarthmore College 

500 College Avenue 

Swarthmore, PA  19081-1399 

http://www.swarthmore.edu/academics/friends-historical-library.xml 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Kendall 
 

Quaker record showing that Thomas Kendall married ñOut of Unityò, 

1708 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Page 138 of the minutes from the Chester, Pennsylvania Monthly Meeting from 1708 shows the 

following entry for Thomas Kendall:   

This meeting requests Francis Yarnall and Thomas Vernon to visit Thomas Kendall 

in order to bring him to a sence [sense] of his outgoings in taking a wife out of the 

unity of friends and make reportes [reports] thereof to the next monthly meeting 

An entry further down the page, which was recorded in 1709, states the following: 

The Friends appointed to deal with Thomas Kendall reportes [report] that hee [he] 

seems willing to satesfie [satisfy] Friends and desires time till the next meeting to do 

 

The original document is in the possession of: 

Friends Historical Library of Swarthmore College 

500 College Avenue 

Swarthmore, PA  19081-1399 

http://www.swarthmore.edu/academics/friends-historical-library.xml 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary  Kendall 
 

Quaker record showing that Mary Kendall applied for reinstatement 

as a Friend, 1712 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Chester Monthly Meeting Womenôs Minutes from 28 d 5 m 1712 (28 July 1712) shows the 

following entry for Mary Kendall:   

Mary Kendall apeared [appeared] at this meeting & was in a tender frame of spirit & 

desired that Friends would pass by her former ofence [offence] & forgive her that 

she may come into unity with Friends if she may be found worthy & she is very 

willing to satisfy Friends what they desire further of her 

 

The original document is in the possession of: 

Friends Historical Library of Swarthmore College 

500 College Avenue 

Swarthmore, PA  19081-1399 

http://www.swarthmore.edu/academics/friends-historical-library.xml 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Kendall 
 

Quaker record showing that Thomas Kendall was reinstated as a Friend, 

1712 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Page 208 of the minutes from the Chester, Pennsylvania Monthly Meeting from 1712 shows the 

following entry for Thomas Kendall:   

The case of Thomas Kendall being now considered and he present at this meeting 

doth acknowledge that whereas he hath taken a wife contrary to the order of Friends 

and caused much trouble to Friends he is sorry for it and freely of his own accord 

declares the same and desires that Friends would pass it by and forgive the same and 

that he may be received again into unity with Friends to which he subscribes his 

name Thomas Kendall and upon which this meeting hath received him 

 

The original document is in the possession of: 

Friends Historical Library of Swarthmore College 

500 College Avenue 

Swarthmore, PA  19081-1399 

http://www.swarthmore.edu/academics/friends-historical-library.xml 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas and Mary Kendall 
 

Mention of Quaker records showing that Thomas and Mary Kendall 

were appointed to have oversight of a wedding, 1717 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Pages 50 - 51 of the book Genealogy of the Smedley Family, compiled by Gilbert Cope, 

Wickersham Printing Company, Lancaster, PA, 1901 shows the following entry for Thomas and 

Mary Kendall:   

George Smedley, Junr, and Jane Sharples declared their intentions of marriage at 

Chester Monthly Meeting, held at Providence, 1 mo. 25, 1717 and Ephraim Jackson 

and Daniel Hoopes, Grace Lloyd and Agnes Salkeld were appointed to make inquiry 

as to their clearness from other engagements.  At the next meeting, 2 mo. 29th, they 

again declared their intentions, and nothing appearing to obstruct, were given 

permission to accomplish their marriage.  Thomas Vernon and Thomas Kendall, 

Mary Dell and Mary Kendall were appointed to have the oversight of the marriage.  

The men subsequently made report ñthat they were there & the marriage was 

accomplished orderly & well as far as they saw.ò 

 

It is interesting to note that Thomas and Mary Kendall were not only reinstated by Friends, they 

were given a position of responsibility.  In addition, just nine years before, Thomas Vernon was 

commissioned ñto visit Thomas Kendall in order to bring him to a sense of his outgoingsò.  Now 

this same person was a colleague of Thomas Kendallôs in another Friendsô commission. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kendall Children 
 

Quaker record showing the dates of birth of four of five of Thomas and 

Mary Kendallôs children 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Chester Monthly Meeting Births 1677 ï 1884, page 41 shows the following entry:   

Jane the daughter of Tho: [Thomas] Kendall & Mary his wife was born the 8th of the 

9th month 1709 [08 November 1709] 

Mary the daughter of Tho: [Thomas] Kendall & Mary his wife was born the 28th of 

11th month 1712 [28 January 1713] 

Tho: [Thomas] the son of Tho: [Thomas] Kendall & Mary his wife was born the 23rd 

of the 3rd month 1715 [23 May 1715] 

John the son of Tho: [Thomas] Kendall & Mary his wife was born the 28th of the 9th 

month 1719 [28 November 1719] 

 

The original document is in the possession of: 

Friends Historical Library of Swarthmore College 

500 College Avenue 

Swarthmore, PA  19081-1399 

http://www.swarthmore.edu/academics/friends-historical-library.xml 

 

 

 

 

Note.  Eleanor (Ellen) Kendall was born after this information was recorded.  However, there is 

information on the date of her birth as follows:  In the book Genealogy of the Smedley Family, 

compiled by Gilbert Cope, Wickersham Printing Company, Lancaster, PA, 1901, on page 298, it 

states that ñElinor , dau. of Thomas and Mary Kendall, of Springfield é was born 5, 16, 1723 

[16 May 1723].ò 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Kendall 
 

Quaker record showing that Thomas Kendall was disciplined for 

courting too soon after his wifeôs death, 1724 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Page 46 of the menôs minutes from 1722 ï 1745 from the Chester, Pennsylvania Monthly 

Meeting from 30th of the 9th month 1724 (30 November 1724) shows the following entry for 

Thomas Kendall:   

    7 Thomas Kendale [Kendall] appeared here & produced a paper of 

acknowledgment for too early courting Rebecka Swarfar [Rebecca Swaffer* ] 

after the death of his wife and for some [  ] behaviour [behavior] towards said 

Swarfar which this meeting accepts of as his conversation [manner of living] 

shall agree thereto é and appoints John Wright é paper at Chester Meeting on a 

First day [Monday] é next meeting 

 

The original document is in the possession of: 

Friends Historical Library of Swarthmore College 

500 College Avenue 

Swarthmore, PA  19081-1399 

http://www.swarthmore.edu/academics/friends-historical-library.xml 

 

 

 

 

*Rebecca Swaffer was born 20 Jan 1696/7 in Pennsylvania.  She was the daughter of William Swaffer 

(d. 1720) of Newton, Cheshire, England, who arrived in Pennsylvania in about 1684.  Apparently, 

Rebecca was Thomas Kendallôs servant after his wife died.  In 1724, Rebecca was 27 years old and 

Thomas was about 44 years of age.  The following is recorded in Genealogy of the Sharpless Family, 

compiled by Gilbert Cope, 1887, p. 1239: 

She [Rebecca Swaffer] made an acknowledgment 9, 26, 1724 [26 November 1724], for 

having given Thomas Kendall some encouragement in courtship too soon after the death of 

his wife, and without her mother's knowledge; as also for remaining in his service after he 

courted her. 

Apparently, Rebecca Swaffer died unmarried. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Kendall 
 

Quaker record showing Thomas Kendallôs request to marry Elizabeth 

Wilkinson, widow, of the Wrightstown MM in Bucks County, 1733 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Page 194 of the minutes from the Chester, Pennsylvania Monthly Meeting from 1733 shows the 

following entry for Thomas Kendall:   

Thomas Kendale [Kendall] appeared here and requested a few lines by way of 

certificate to Rightstown [Wrightstown] Monthly Meeting in the County of Bucks in 

order for marriage with Elizabeth Wilkinson widow  John Gleave and James Bartram 

are appointed to make the needful inquiry and draw one and bring to next meeting 

 

The original document is in the possession of: 

Friends Historical Library of Swarthmore College 

500 College Avenue 

Swarthmore, PA  19081-1399 

http://www.swarthmore.edu/academics/friends-historical-library.xml 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


