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Janet Thomson was born in about 1847 in Stirling, Stirlingshire, Scotland.  Her parents were  

Charles Thomson and Isobella Taylor.  Charles and Isobella Thomson were married in about 1846  

in Stirlingshire. 

Charles and Isobella Thomson had the following children all of whom were born in Stirling: 

Janet Thomson, b. about 1847 

Alexander Thomson, b. about 1849 

Isobella Thomson, b. about 1860 

Charles Thomson was a Journeyman Joiner (finish carpenter). 

It would appear that Janet’s father, Charles, died in about 1860, shortly after the birth of his third child.  

He does not appear in the 1861 Scottish Census, and, in fact, his wife is recorded as the head of the 

household in that year with the occupation of Shawl Plaiter.  The 1861 Scottish Census shows Isobella 

and two of her children, Alexander and Isobella, but not Janet.  Janet, at age 14 years, was already on 

her own as a domestic servant in another household.  (Refer to Appendix A.) 

Family lore says that Janet Thomson had red hair. 

At age 18 years, Janet Thomson married William Leckie [born in about 1840 in Logie Parish, 

Menstrie, Clackmannanshire, Scotland] on 10 August 1865 at Stirling Manse1 in Stirling,  

Stirlingshire, Scotland. 

William and Janet had 14 children, all of whom were born in Alva (where William lived): 

William Charles Leckie, b. 1866 

Alexander Leckie, b. 1868 (fraternal twin)  

Margaret Leckie, b. 1868 (fraternal twin)  

James Leckie, b. 1870 

Isabella Leckie, b. 1873 

Charles Thomson Leckie, b. 1875 

Archibald Leckie, b. 1877 

John Taylor Leckie, b. 1879 (fraternal twin)  

Thomas Liddell Leckie, b. 1879 (fraternal twin) 

Robert Taylor Leckie, b. 1881 

Peter Taylor Leckie, b. 1884 (fraternal twin) 

Edward Quirk Leckie, b. 1884 (fraternal twin) 

Alfred Hobbs Leckie, b. 1885 

Edward Leckie, b. 1887 

William Leckie was a Woolen Warper and a Woolen Weaver.  And for a time, with his brother, 

Archibald, he even owned and operated a woolen mill in Alva.  The mill produced tartan scarves and 

other products for the American market until the advent of powered looms caused closure of the mill. 

 
1 A “manse” is the house occupied by a minister of a Presbyterian church. 



Janet Thomson Leckie had eleven pregnancies and fourteen children (with three sets of fraternal 

twins)!  How one woman could survive that is astounding.  However, Janet lived for another 32 years 

after the birth of her last child. 

One of her children, Edward Quirk Leckie, died in infancy, another, Edward, died at age 19 years, and 

a third, Isabella, died at age 21.  In addition, tragically, Alfred Hobbs Leckie was killed, at age 31, in 

the First World War in France.  The other ten children, however, lived to full adulthood. 

William Leckie, Janet Thomson Leckie’s husband die on 28 May 1904.  At that time, six of the 

children were still at home with their parents.  However, soon after William’s death, Margaret Leckie 

married, and John Taylor Leckie moved to America.  That left Robert Taylor Leckie (age 22), Peter 

Taylor Leckie (age 19), Alfred Hobbs Leckie (age 18), and Edward Leckie (age 16) still at home with 

their mother.   

By 1911, however, Janet was living alone.  Robert was married by 1907.  Peter was married by 1910 

(and then went to Canada).  Alfred went to Canada from 1906 to 1908 and again in 1911.  And Edward 

had died in 1906.   

The 1911 Scottish Census shows Janet living at 11 Johnstone Street in Alva.  The census records that 

she was not working, but rather had “private means”.  One assumes that her children, many of whom 

were still in Scotland, were supporting her. 

According to the 1915 Scottish Valuation Rolls, Janet was still living at 11 Johnstone Street as a 

“Tenant / Occupier”. 

Several of Janet’s children moved away from Scotland.  For example, Alexander Leckie, Thomas 

Liddell Leckie, and Peter Taylor Leckie all moved to Ottawa, Ontario, Canada.  And John Taylor 

Leckie moved to Cleveland, Ohio, USA. 

The picture below shows the children who moved.  This picture was taken in 1921 in Canada when 

John Taylor Leckie was visiting from the USA, Margaret Leckie was visiting from Scotland, and 

Alexander Leckie, Thomas Liddell Leckie, and Peter Taylor Leckie were all living in Ottawa, Ontario, 

Canada. 



 

As was mentioned, John Taylor Leckie moved to Cleveland, Ohio.  He first went there alone in 1904 

to establish himself.  Then he returned in 1905 with his bride, Sophia Simpson Irvine.  It was a 

tradition in Scotland to name the children as follows:  First son after the father’s father; second son 

after the mother’s father; first daughter after the mother’s mother; and second daughter after the 

father’s mother.  John and Sophia pretty much followed that tradition.  Their first daughter was named 

Elizabeth Alexander Leckie; the second daughter was Janet Thompson Leckie (with the “p” added in 

American fashion).  The reason that all this is mentioned here is to say that Janet Thomson Leckie’s 

granddaughter and namesake was born on 18 Feb 1908 in Cleveland. 

John Taylor Leckie went to Scotland, with his family, to visit his mother in 1911.  (See Appendix B for 

ship’s passenger records.) 

John traveled with his entire family, his wife, Sophia, and three young children:  Bessie (age 5), Jennie 

(Janet Thompson Leckie, age 3), and William (age 1). 

Shortly after her son, John, returned to the USA, Janet Thomson Leckie went, in 1911, to visit her 

children who had emigrated to Canada.  (See Appendix B.) 

Janet left Scotland for Canada on 14 July 1911 on the ship SS Ionian. 2  She traveled Second Class, and 

she traveled with a companion of age 24 years (who would have been born in 1887). 

Janet returned to Scotland on 18 May 1912 on the ship SS Pretorian. 3  She travelled Second Class. 

Janet was in Canada for about ten months, which was quite a nice visit! 

 
2 www.norwayheritage.com/p_ship.asp?sh=ionia 
3 www.norwayheritage.com/p_ship.asp?sh=preto 



 

The ship SS Ionian of the Allan Line 

 

 

The ship SS Pretorian of the Allan Line 

  



Each of the ships that Janet traveled on was equipped with sails as well as a steam-powered engines.  

The Ionian was built in 1901 in Belfast, Ulster, Ireland; and the Pretorian was built in 1900 in West 

Hartlepool, County Durham, England. 

These ships were quite fast.  They could make the trip from the British Isles to Canada in about seven 

days (averaging almost 20 MPH). 

These ships were both basically immigration ships.  The Ionian had accommodation for 131 

passengers first class, 160 second class and 800 in steerage.4  And the Pretorian had passenger 

accommodation for 140 first class, 200 second and 600 in steerage.  [The “steerage” was the least 

expensive area of the ship, with very cramped quarters.  It is typically where the immigrants were 

housed for the (one way) trip across the Atlantic.] 

  

 
4 For an interesting and revealing essay on “steerage”, refer to:  www.norwayheritage.com/steerage.htm 



Alfred Hobbs Leckie (See Appendix C.) was the second to the last of Janet’ children.  In 1906, he went 

to Canada where he stayed for two years.  He returned to Canada in 1911, and again he stayed for 

several years.  Sometime after his second sojourn in Canada, Alfred returned to Scotland and to his 

mother’s home.   

World War I had begun in July of 1914.  The 14th Battalion, Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders was 

formed at Stirling in early 1915.  Albert must have been one of the first to enlist in that unit of the 

army.  He enlisted in Alloa.  His unit was sent to the Western Front of the war in France.  He was 

wounded grievously in battle, and he died of his wounds on 11 October 1916 in Pas De Calais, France.   

Because of Alfred’s service and death in the war, his mother, Janet Thomson Leckie, was awarded a 

Dependent’s Pension of 10 shillings per week. 

At the time the pension was granted, Janet Leckie lived at 16 George Street in Alva (which is two 

blocks from Johnstone Street). 

 

1917 Dependent’s Pension for Janet Thomson Leckie due to the death of her son,  
Albert Hobbs Leckie, in WW I  

In the year or two prior to her death, Janet moved from Alva to the Dundas Cottages in Allandale, 5 

Falkirk, Stirlingshire, Scotland.  The Dundas Cottages are about 18 miles from Alva. 

Janet had lived in Alva for over 50 years, from the time of her marriage in 1865 to about 1918.  At the 

time of her move, Janet’s son, James,6 lived in Stenhousemuir, which is about six miles from 

Allandale.  Perhaps Janet moved from Alva to be near her son in her waning years. 

 
5 Allandale is a small conservation village in the Falkirk council area.  The entire village is a row of terraced housing.  The 

village of Allandale was built in 1904 to house workers of a new brickworks started by J.G Stein and Co.  Dundas Cottages 

were built for management and office staff a few years later. 
6 James Leckie had a daughter named Janet Thomson Leckie born in 1910.  James and his wife are buried in the Alva 

Cemetery, however, not in the same plot as his parents. 



 

 

Dundas Cottages, Allandale 

  



Janet Thomson Leckie died on 14 April 1919 at the Dundas Cottages. 

 

1919-04-14 Janet Leckie Death Certificate 

 

 

  



Janet Thomson Leckie is buried in the Alva Cemetery along with her husband, William Leckie, and 

four of their children:  William Charles Leckie, Margaret Leckie Laing, Isabella Leckie, and Edward 

Leckie. 

 

William and Janet Leckie and family grave marker in Alva Cemetery 

 

  



Appendix A 

Census Records 

 

1851 Scottish Census, showing Janet Thomson at age 4 years, living with her parents and brother on 

the Southside of Cowan Street in Sterling 



 

 

1861 Scottish Census, showing Isobella Thomson as the head of the household working as a Shawl Plaiter, 
living with her son and younger daughter at Holly Tree in Logie, Perthshire.  Note that Charles Thomson is 
not listed, which implies that he has died.  Note also that Janet Thomson is not living with her mother.  (See 

the next census record.) 

  



 

1861 Scottish Census, showing Janet Thomson at age 14 years already on her own, working as a  
Domestic Servant in the home of Christian Calland in Stirling. 

 

  



 

1871 Scottish Census, showing William Leckie (mis-transcribed “Lechie”) at age 31 years,  
now the head of his own household, with his wife Janet Thomson and their children, living at “Crofts”.7  Note 

that two of their children are incorrectly listed as grandchildren. 

  

 
7 A croft is a small, rented farm, especially one in Scotland, comprising a plot of arable land attached to a house and with a 

right of pasturage held in common with other such farms. 



 

1881 Scottish Census, showing William Leckie at age 41 years,  
with his wife and children, living at “45 Johnstone Street” 

  



 

1891 Scottish Census, showing William Leckie at age 51 years,  
with his wife and children, living at “George Street” 

  



 

1901 Scottish Census, showing William Leckie at age 61 years,  
with his wife and children, living at “28 Queen Street Park Villa” 

  



 

1911 Scottish Census, Line 6, showing Janet Leckie, widow, at age 64 years, living at “11 Johnstone Street” 
Top:  Census Heading; Middle: Page 15 left; Bottom: Page 15 right 

  



 

 

1915 Scottish Valuation Rolls, showing Janet Leckie, widow, living at “11 Johnstone Street” 

  



 

Dates of Births and Baptisms from official records8 

Name Scottish Births and Baptisms 
1564-1950: 

Alva, Stirlingshire 

Scotland Church Records and 
Kirk Session Records, 1658-1919: 

St. Serf’s Parish Church, Alva 

William Charles Leckie Born 12 Oct 1866  

Alexander Leckie (fraternal twin)  Born 05 Nov 1868  

Margaret Leckie (fraternal twin)  Born 05 Nov 1868  

James Leckie Born 28 Dec 1870* Baptized 28 Dec 1870* 

Isabella Leckie Born 12 Jul 1873  

Charles Thomson Leckie   Baptized 08 Sep 1875 

Archibald Leckie  Baptized 03 Sep 1877 

John Taylor Leckie, (fraternal twin)    

Thomas Liddell Leckie (fraternal twin)   Baptized 19 Sep 1879 

Robert Taylor Leckie  Baptized 02 Aug 1881 

Peter Taylor Leckie (fraternal twin)  Baptized 04 May 1884 

Edward Quirk Leckie (fraternal twin)  Baptized 04 May 1884 

Alfred Hobbs Leckie   

Edward Leckie  Baptized 02 Oct 1887 

* Obvious conflict 

 

  

 
8 From:  https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q2HR-DBR6 



Appendix B 

Ship’s Passenger Records 

 

1911-03-08 Summary:  John Taylor Leckie visit to Scotland:  Departure from Scotland 

  



 

 

1911-03-08 Record:  John Taylor Leckie visit to Scotland:  Departure from Scotland,  
showing John, Sophia, Bessie, Jennie, and William 

 

  



 

1911-07-14 Summary:  Janet Leckie Thomson Leckie visit to Canada:  Departure from Scotland 

 

 

1911-07-14 Janet Leckie Thomson Leckie visit to Canada:  Departure from Scotland 

  



 

1912-05-18 Summary:  Janet Leckie Thomson Leckie visit to Canada:  Return to Scotland 

 

  



 

 

1912-05-18 Record:  Janet Leckie Thomson Leckie visit to Canada:  Return to Scotland 

 

  



 

 

Appendix C 

Alfred Hobbs Leckie 

Alfred Hobbs Leckie was the thirteenth of fourteen children born to Janet and William Leckie.  

Apparently, he was named after William Leckie’s brother-in-law, Alfred Hobbs (born about 1831), the 

husband of William’s sister, Marion (1836 to 1922) who emigrated to Australia. 

Alfred Hobbs Leckie was born in about 1885 in Alva. 

In 1901, at age 15 years, Alfred was living with his parents in Alva. 

At age 21 years, Alfred went to Canada.  He was listed as a butcher on the passenger list, and his final 

destination was Winnipeg, Manitoba.  On this visit to Canada, Alfred stayed for two years, from 1906 

to 1908. 

 

1906-03-10 Summary:  Albert Hobbs Leckie visit to Canada 

 

  



 

1906-03-10 Record:  Albert Hobbs Leckie visit to Canada 

 

  



Alfred returned to Canada in 1911.  He is listed as being 26 years of age, and he was still a butcher.  

Notice that his first visit to Canada is noted on the passenger information.  On this visit, his final 

destination is Ottawa (which is where some of his siblings lived). 

 

1911-09-03 Summary:  Albert Hobbs Leckie second visit to Canada 

 

  



 

1911-09-03 Record:  Albert Hobbs Leckie second visit to Canada 

 

  



Albert must have stayed in Canada for some time on this second visit, because on this visit, in 1913, he 

had occasion to go to the USA.  At that time Albert was living in Toronto, he lists his brother, Peter, as 

a contact, and he going to Cleveland to visit another brother, John Taylor Leckie. 

 

1913-10-24 Summary:  Albert Hobbs Leckie visit to the USA from Canada 

 

 

1913-10-24 Record:  Albert Hobbs Leckie visit to the USA from Canada 



Sometime after his visit to the USA, Alfred Hobbs Leckie returned to Scotland.  World War I had 

begun in July of 1914.  The 14th Battalion, Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders was formed at Stirling 

in early 1915.  Albert must have been one of the first to enlist in that unit of the army.  He enlisted in 

Alloa.  His unit was sent to the Western Front of the war in France.  He was wounded grievously in 

battle, and he died of his wounds on 11 October 1916 in Pas De Calais, France.   

 

Albert Hobbs Leckie military service record 

  



Alfred is buried in the Barlin Communal Cemetery Extension, Barlin, Departement du Pas-de-Calais, 

Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France. 

 

Albert Hobbs Leckie grave marker in Barlin Communal Cemetery Extension, Barlin,  
Departement du Pas-de-Calais, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France. 

  



Because of his service and death in the war, his mother, Janet Thomson Leckie, was awarded a 

Dependent’s Pension. 

 

Albert Hobbs Leckie Dependent’s Pension for his mother Janet Leckie. 

 


