A Brief History
of

John Mason 11
Born 18 July 1755, probably in Marple, Chester County, Pennsylvania
Died 31 March 1822 in Uwchlan, Chester County, Pennsylvania
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John Mason |1

Franklin P. Mason Il

John Mason 11 was born on 18 July 1755, in Chester County, Pennsylvania. He was probably
born in Marple, which in 1755 was in Chester County (but is now in Delaware County), where
his father had a farm.

John Mason Il was the son of John Mason | [born in about 1695 in England] and Eleanor
Kendall [born on 16 May 1723 in Springfield, Chester, Pennsylvania, daughter of Thomas
Kendall and his wife Mary]. His parents were married on 25 Nov 1741 at the First Presbyterian
Church in Philadelphia.

John I and Eleanor Mason had the following children,* all of whom were born in Chester
County, Pennsylvania:

Mary Mason, b. 21 Feb 1745

Ann Mason, b. 13 Aug 1747

Elizabeth Mason, b. 10 September 1750
Jane Mason, b. 21 September 1752
John Mason Il b. 18 July 1755

Rose Mason, b. 1757

Benjamin Mason, b. 21 May 1764

In 1781, John Mason Il married Mary Parke.

Mary Parke was the scion of several prosperous and influential Pennsylvania families: the Parke
family, Jones family, Taylor family, and the Parry family. She was born on 12 February 1761 in
East Caln, Chester, Pennsylvania. Her parents were Abiah Parke and Ruth Jones. Abiah Parke
was the grandson of Thomas Parke (1660-1738), a Quaker and the immigrant ancestor.? And
Ruth Jones was the granddaughter of Malachi Jones (1695-1729), the first minister of the
Abington Presbyterian Church of Abington, Pennsylvania.® In addition, Mary Parke was the
great granddaughter of Abiah Taylor, Jr., (1675-1747)* who was a prosperous farmer who came
to America in 1702. Mary Parke was also the great granddaughter of James Parry (1647-1726)
who was from Wales and who had extensive lands, purchased in 1713, in Tredyffrin in Chester
County.®

! The author had in his possession records indicating these children of John I and Eleanor Mason. However, these
records have now been misplaced. As of this writing, the author knows, with certainty, of only two of these
children: Mary (b. 1745) and John II (b. 1755).

2 For a discussion of the Parke family, refer to Immigration of the Irish Quakers into Pennsylvania, 1882-1750,
Albert Cook Myers, published by the author, 1902, Swarthmore, Pennsylvania, pp. 69-79 and 305-306.

3 For an article on Malachi Jones, refer to https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malachi_Jones_(clergyman)

4 History of Chester County, Pennsylvania, J. Smith Futhey and Gilbert Cope, Philadelphia: Louis H. Everts, 1881
Philadelphia: Press of J.B. Lippincott & Co., pp. 164, and 737-38.

5 History of Chester County, Pennsylvania, J. Smith Futhey and Gilbert Cope, Philadelphia: Louis H. Everts, 1881
Philadelphia: Press of J.B. Lippincott & Co., pp. 675-76



John 1l and Mary Mason had the following children, all of whom were born in Chester
County, Pennsylvania:

Abiah Parke Mason, b. 13 April 1782
Isaac Mason, b. 06 June 1784

Ruth Anna Mason, b. 01 February 1788
Jonathan Mason, b. 02 July 1791
Benjamin Mason, b. 05 November 1795
Mary Parke Mason, b. 18 February 1799

John Mason 11 was farmer, as was his father before him. He farmed 48 acres of land in Uwchlan,
Chester County, which was given to him by his father-in-law, Abiah Parke.

Unfortunately, his wife, Mary Parke Mason, died on 01 August 1800, soon after the birth of their
youngest child, Mary.

Thus, John was left alone with five children, Abiah (age 18 years), Isaac (age 16), Ruth (age 12),
Benjamin (age 5), and Mary (age 1 ¥ years). Jonathan had died young.

In September of 1801 (one year after the death of Mary Parke), John Mason Il married Sarah
Davis Pratt, the widow of Joseph Pratt I1I.

Sarah Davis was born on 12 September 1760 to Amos and Ann (Pratt) Davis. Her birth was
recorded by the Quaker, Goshen Monthly Meeting, Chester County, Pennsylvania. Sarah was
the seventh of eleven children. In 1780, Sarah Davis married Joseph Pratt 111, and they went to
live on the Pratt homestead in Edgmont. Sarah and Joseph had three children: Joseph IV, born
Jan 1781, and Lewis and Davis, who were born later. Joseph Il died in 1788, when he was
about 35 years of age; when Sarah was about 28 years; and when his three children were 7 years
of age and younger. Joseph Ill had made provision for his widow and children but, none-the-
less, the family was without a father.

When John and Sarah were married, they and their children lived on the Mason farm in
Uwchlan. At that time Joseph Pratt IV was about 20 years of age, and so he might have been on
his own by then. But presumably, the younger two boys went with their mother into the new
relationship. Thus, at the time of the marriage in 1801, the John and Sarah Mason household
included seven (or eight) children.

About one year after John and Sarah were married, they had a child, John Mason “I11”, who was
born in about 1802 in Uwchlan. This third John Mason is referred to variously as John

Mason, Jr., and John D. Mason, the “D” presumably for “Davis”®. (At the time of the birth of
John D. Mason, John Mason Il was 47 years of age and Sarah was 42.)

& A grandson of John D. Mason (through his son Augustus Mason) was listed explicitly as “John Davis Mason” on
his marriage certificate in 1910.



John Mason |1 died on 31 March 1822 at the age of 66 years in Uwchlan, Chester County,
Pennsylvania. An abstract of his will follows:

ABSTRACT OF WILLS AND ADMINISTRATIONS. 56 i
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4 CHESTER COUNTY, PA.
|
I

T0%4 JOHN MASON, Sr., Uwchlan,
Mur,28,1822: April 6,1822, Ya-om,

Provides tor wife Sarah, includiny pluntation whereon I now live,
conu. 43 acres, during life; afterward to be sold and proceeds °
of estate equally divided among my five children, Parke, Isaac
and John Mzson, Ruth Kendal and Mary Downing.

kxrs., Wife Sarazh Muson &nd Friend Richard Hanse.

Wits., John Martin, Owen Evans.

Abstract of the will of John Mason (1755-1822)

“Sarah”, of course, is John’s second wife, Sarah Davis Pratt Mason.

“Parke” is Abiah Parke Mason, who had married Ann Kendall (his cousin several times over) in
1803 in Chester County, after which he moved to Wilmington, Delaware.

“Isaac” is Isaac Mason, who had married Elizabeth Weaver in 1811 in Chester County and
subsequently moved to Lancaster County, where he died in 1826 at age 41 years.

“John” is John D. Mason (son of Sarah), who was about 20 years of age when his father died and
who would marry Sarah P. Lightfoot in 1828.

“Ruth Kendall” is Ruth Anna Mason, who had married Samuel Kendall (her cousin several times
over and brother of Ann Kendall) in 1807 and who also moved to Wilmington.

“Mary Downing” is Mary Parke Mason, who had married William Worrall Downing in 1816 in
Chester County and moved to Downingtown, also in Chester County with her husband.

Benjamin is not mentioned in the will because he had predeceased his father in 1803.

A note: The older children of John Mason Il had known their mother, Mary Parke, John’s first
wife. But the youngest child, Mary Parke Mason, was only 18 months old when her mother died
and about 2 % when her father remarried. Thus, Sarah Davis Mason became the only mother
Mary ever knew. In addition, Mary’s half-brother, John D. Mason, was born in about 1802.
Thus, Mary was closer in age to him (about three years apart) than she was to any of her



surviving full siblings. (Ruth Anna was eleven years older than Mary.) Therefore, one can
imagine a special closeness between Sarah and Mary and John D.

Sarah Davis Pratt Mason died on 10 June 1834 in Uwchlan, and she was buried in the Uwchlan
Friends Burial Ground.

In 1835, shortly after Sarah Mason’s death, the land in Uwchlan, which had been given to John
Mason 11 by Abiah Parke, was sold to Israel Powell.’

A word needs to be said about John Mason’s will. The original will stated that John Mason had
five (living) children. However, only four of these children were actually named in the will. The
four children named in the will were those by John Mason’s first wife, Mary Park: Abiah Park
Mason, Isaac Mason, Ruth Anna Mason Kendall, and Mary Parke Mason Worrall. The fifth
child, who was not named in the will, John D. Mason, was by John Mason’s second wife,

Sarah Davis. An excerpt of the will is shown below. (Refer to the Appendix for a copy of the
entire will.)
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Excerpt of the original will of John Mason (1755-1822):
“. .. and the money arising from the sale of my said plantation to be by my aforesaid surviving executor
equally paid and distributed to and amongst my five children namely Parke Mason, Isaac Mason, Ruth
Kendall, and Mary Downing share and share alike in equal parts.”

The naming of just these four children was logical because the land in question was given to
John Mason by Abiah Parke, John Mason’s first father-in-law. And, in his will, Abiah Parke
explicitly stated that this property was to be inherited only by the children of his daughter,
Mary Parke.

The question then arises: Why was John D. Mason listed as a legatee in the abstract of John
Mason’s will but not in the original? Was there a change to John Mason’s will? Or perhaps,
there was an agreement among the four (legitimate) legatees to include their half-brother in the
inheritance? Or perhaps, there was another, less savory, explanation? We will probably

never know.

7 https://www.chesco.org/DocumentCenter/View/39241/Surnames-Ma?bidld=
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The will of John Mason (1755-1822)
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Abstract of Will of Abiah Parke (1737-1800)

Date: 31 Mar 1800

Prove Date: 10 Nov 1800

Parke, Abiah. E. Caln. 3-31-1800. Nov. 10, 1800. Provides for wife Ruth. To son Jonathan

2 tracts of land, one in E. Caln, containing 80 acres, and the other in Uwchlan. To son Malachi
part of my land in E. Caln at £50 per acre, also 8 acres in Uwchlan. To son Thomas that part of
my land lying to the west of son William's, at £20 per acre. To son William, part of my land
adjoining his own. To my son-in-law John Mason, during life, and at his decease to his children
by my daughter Mary, a tract of land now in his possession. To daughter Deborah £250 specie.
To children, Abiah, Esther, and Robert £200 each. To sons Jonathan, Malachi, and Thomas the
1/2-acre marble quarry, adjoining Chester Road. £20 to Uwchlan Meeting.

Executors: Sons Jonathan, Malachi, and Thomas



