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Sarah Davis was born on 12 September 1760.  Her birth was recorded by the Quaker, Goshen 

Monthly Meeting, Chester County, Pennsylvania.  She was the daughter of Amos Davis (1719 to 

1778) and Ann Pratt (about 1720 to    ).  Sarah was the seventh of eleven children.   

In 1780, Sarah Davis married Joseph Pratt III, and they went to live on the Pratt homestead in 

Edgmont.  Sarah and Joseph were cousins several times over.1  At the time of their marriage, 

Joseph Pratt was 27 years of age and Sarah was 20.  (Joseph Pratt III had not been married 

before, but he had had a child out of wedlock with a woman named Esther Green.2    

Sarah and Joseph had three children all of whom were born in Edgmont:   

Joseph IV, b. Jan 1781 

Lewis Pratt, b. before 1788 

Davis Pratt, b. before 1788 

Joseph III died in 1788, when he was about 35 years of age; when Sarah was about 28; and when 

his three children were seven years of age and younger.  Joseph III had made provision for his 

widow and children but, none-the-less, the family was without a father.   

On 10 September 1801, Sarah Davis Pratt (age 41 years) married John Mason (age 46 years). 3  

They were married by Justice of the Peace Edward Hunter in Newtown, Delaware County.  After 

the wedding Sarah and John went to live on the Mason farm in Uwchlan.   

At that time Joseph Pratt IV was about 20 years of age, and so he might have been on his own by 

then.  But presumably, the younger two boys went with their mother into the new relationship.  

At the time of the marriage in 1801, John Mason had five living children:4  Abiah Parke (age 19), 

Isaac (age 17), Ruth Anna (age 13), Benjamin (age 6), and Mary Parke (age 2).  Thus, suddenly, 

Sarah was the mother of eight children, one of whom was an infant!   

About two years after Sarah and John were married, they had a child, who was born in Uwchlan:   

John D. Mason,5,6 b. 1803 

The older children of John Mason, Sr. had known their mother, Mary Parke, John’s first wife.  

But the youngest child, Mary Parke Mason, who was born in 1799, was only 18 months of age 

when her mother died and was just 2 years of age when her father married Sarah Davis.  Thus, 

Sarah Davis Mason became the only mother Mary ever knew.  In addition, Mary’s half-brother, 

 
1 In fact, Sarah Davis and Joseph Pratt were first cousins (as well as being related more distantly).  “For marrying 

contrary to Discipline to her first cousin”, Sarah Davis Pratt was “disowned” on 09 March 1781 by the Quakers. 
2 For an account of the Joseph Pratt III and his ancestry, refer to Appendix E and to:  

http://www.genealogy.com/forum/surnames/topics/pratt/1890/ 
3 From:  Marriages from the Docket of Edward Hunter, Justice of the Peace in Newtown, Delaware County, 

Pennsylvania: "September 10 1801, John Mason of Chester County, and Sarah Pratt of Delaware County, 

Pennsylvania" 
4 Jonathan Mason had died in 1794. 
5 Presumably, the “D” was for “Davis”.  A grandson of John D. Mason (through his son Augustus Mason) was listed 

explicitly as “John Davis Mason” on his marriage certificate in 1910. 
6 For more information on John D. Mason, refer to Appendix C. 

http://www.genealogy.com/forum/surnames/topics/pratt/1890/


John D. Mason, was born in about 1803.  Thus, Mary was closer in age to him (about four years 

apart) than she was to any of her surviving full siblings.  (Ruth Anna was eleven years older than 

Mary.)  Therefore, one could imagine a special closeness between Sarah and Mary and John D. 

Note:  John D. Mason married Sarah Lightfoot in 1828.  For the many descendants of John D. 

Mason and Sarah Lightfoot Mason, refer to the following on Ancestry.com: 

• Colbert Graham Family Tree (dwetzel67):   

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/86190464/person/38527750590/facts 

• Anna Parke Family Tree (Anna Anderson):   

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/157332026/person/282070066986/facts 

John Mason Sr. died in 1822 in Uwchlan.  In (the abstract of) his will, he lists his wife, Sarah, his 

sons,7 [Abiah] Parke, Isaac, and John and daughters Ruth Kendall and Mary Downing. 

Sarah Davis Mason died on 08 June1834.  Sarah’s death was noted in the American Republican 

newspaper8 of 17 June 1834: 

Depart this life on the 8th inst., SARA MASON, consort of John Mason, in the 74th year 

of her age. She was intered [sic] on the 10th in Friends Burial Ground, Uwchlan. She has 

left a large family and concourse friends to lament her loss. 

  

 
7 Benjamin Mason had died in 1803. 
8 The American Republican was published in Downingtown, Pennsylvania and later in West Chester, Pennsylvania 

from 1813-1833.  The American Republican and Chester County Democrat was published in West Chester, 

Pennsylvania from 1833 to 1858. 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/86190464/person/38527750590/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/157332026/person/282070066986/facts


Appendix A:  Hourglass Chart for John D. Mason 

 

Hourglass Chart for John D. Mason, showing his parents, John Mason II and Sarah Davis (Pratt) and 
some of his progeny.  The author is in touch with Daniel Wetzel [dwetzel2@cox.net]. 

  

mailto:dwetzel2@cox.net


Appendix B:  One “ThruLine” for the Descendants of John Mason II 

 

One “ThruLine” for the descendants of John Mason II, showing the relationship between the author 
(Franklin Mason), a descent of Abiah Parke Mason and “PG”, a descendant of John D. Mason.   
Abiah Parke Mason and John D. Mason were half-brothers. 

 

  



Appendix C:  Harry G. Mason, son of John D. Mason 

 

Biographical and Historical Cyclopedia of Delaware County, Pennsylvania:  Comprising a Historical 
Sketch of the County, Samuel T. Wiley, Gresham Publishing Company, 1894, pp. 248-249 



Appendix D:  Uwchlan Friends Burial Ground 

 

From:  https://uwchlanconservationtrust.org/burial-grounds/ 

The Uwchlan Friends Burial Ground in back of the 1756 Uwchlan Meeting House was overseen 

by Downingtown Friends Meeting, until April 2019, when it was deeded to the Uwchlan 

Conservation Trust.  Members of the Uwchlan Garden Club and their families have cleared 

overgrown vines and trees, straightened tombstones, and located some that are buried below 

ground and unearthed them.  Many markers are worn from years of abuse from our weather and 

cannot be read. In time, we hope to have a photo collection, but this will take time. 

Early Quakers did not believe in the use of tombstones because they believed in equality in life 

and equality in death.  Most graves were unmarked.  Later generations bemoaned the fact that 

they could not locate the final resting places of their relatives.  By the mid-19th century, Friends 

decided that marking graves was acceptable, but tombstones had to be simple with only the name 

of the deceased, the date of death and their age, perhaps the date of birth.  Most of the markers 

are for people who died after 1850.  A few markers are earlier, but they were likely placed after 

grave markers were approved. 

A listing of all the people who are “known” to have been buried in the Quaker Burial Ground in 

back of the Uwchlan Meeting House is available via email. Please send a request on the Contact 

Us page. A list is also available in the USGenWeb Archives.  

https://uwchlanconservationtrust.org/burial-grounds/


Appendix E:  Some Pratt History9 

I got the source "Chester and Delaware Counties” from the library. It states that Abraham De 

Pratt came from France in the early part of the eighteen century. He obtained a deed of land in 

Dublin, Pennsylvania, where he settled. Nothing more with reference to him is narrated except 

the fact that he died in 1709, leaving a will which was recorded October 24, of that year, and in 

which are mentioned his wife, Jane, and children- Thomas, Joseph, John, Jeremiah and 

Elizabeth. 

Joseph Pratt, son of Abraham De Pratt, seems to have dropped the prefix which his father used, 

for the family name from his time appears as Pratt. May 9, 1717, he married Sarah Edwards, who 

was a daughter of William Edwards, of Middletown, Pennsylvania. They had six children, Alice, 

Ann, Sarah, Rose, Pricilla and Joseph. He bought a farm in Edgemont, Delaware County, and 

there established the Pratt homestead which at his death he bequeathed to his son. This property 

remained in the Pratt family to the fourth Joseph, when it was sold to James Davis. 

Joseph Pratt, the only son of Joseph and Sarah (Edwards) Pratt, married Jane Davis, the daughter 

of David and Jane (Jones) Davis, and granddaughter of Ellis Davis, and brought her to Edgemont 

homestead. They had nine children: Abraham, Sarah, who died when six months old, Jane, 

Joseph, David, Mary, Priscilla, Thomas and Sarah (2). In 1768 Joseph bought at sheriff's sale 

two hundred and fifty acres of land in Marple, the property of Joshua Pennell, Jr., which he 

willed to his sons, David and Thomas. This property was a part of the section of land that 

William Penn called "Manor of Springtown," and David's portion was afterward named 

"Springton Farm." He died at his old home in Edgemont. 

Pricilla Pratt, daughter of Joseph and Jane (Davis) Pratt, was born September 3, 1761 in 

Edgemont, Delaware County, Pennsylvania. She married to Thomas Bishop. Priscilla Pratt and 

Thomas Bishop were my fifth great-grandparents. 

There was also a significant amount of scandal present in the Pratt family. Although scandal may 

have been present in other farm families, as well, there is documented proof of the troubles in 

the Pratt. 

In 1779, a son, Joseph, was born to Joseph III and Esther Green, who were probably not married. 

That year, both Joseph III and Ester Green, were "read out" (disowned) by the Quakers, he 

specifically for "taking the test (an oath of allegiance to the new colonial government) and 

other misconduct." 

In regards to your question about Joseph III married his first cousin, 15-years-old Sarah Davis, 

Who is Sarah Davis' parents? I found this information through the Internet about Pratt family in 

Colonial Plantation Museum in Delaware County. The Internet states that in 1780, Joseph III 

married his first cousin, 15-years-old Sarah Davis, daughter of his aunt Ann and uncle Amos 

Davis (who rented a stone house on the Pratt farm. Amos was also the brother of Joseph III's 

mother, Jane. That same year, his sister Sarah moved her Quaker membership from the Goshen 

Meeting, where her brother and Esther Green had been "read out" and where her cousin and now 

"sister-in-law" was complained against for fornication and for marrying her first cousin. Joseph's 

sister Sarah would now worship at the Bradford Meeting, and possibly she even went to live in 

the Bradford area. 

 
9 From:  http://www.genealogy.com/forum/surnames/topics/pratt/1890/ 

http://www.genealogy.com/forum/surnames/topics/pratt/1890/


In January of 1781, Joseph III and Sarah Davis had a son. In an obvious rejection of his son by 

Esther Green, the newborn was also named Joseph IV. Both children live to the mid-1800's. 

When he died in the winter of 1787-88, Joseph III also mentioned two other sons, Lewis and 

Davis, in his will. The plantation was to be named divided between Joseph IV and Lewis when 

they turned 21. Until then, the land was to be rented and the money given to Sarah for the three 

boys' upbringing and education. 

Who lived in the rest of the house until 1820, when Joseph IV sold his 150 acres through 

"Benjamin Tomlinson, on premises. 

 


