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Malachi Parke Mason1 was born on 07 July 1819 in Wilmington, Delaware.  He was the son of 

Abiah Parke Mason [born 13 April 1782 in Chester County, Pennsylvania, son of John Mason II 

and Mary Parke] and Ann Kendall [born 02 May 1784 in Wilmington, Delaware, daughter of 

John Kendall and Mary Mason].  His parents were married on 30 June 1803.   

Abiah and Ann Mason had the following twelve children, all of whom were born in 

Wilmington, Delaware: 

Mary Dickenson Mason, b. 23 May 1804, d. 19 Dec 1891 

Elisa Mason, b. 03 Dec 1805, d. aft 1880 

Benjamin Mason, b. 07 Nov 1806, d. 01 Jul 1807 

Jonathan Mason, b. 01 Jan 1808, d. 17 Apr 1817 

Isaac Mason, b. 11 Apr 1809, d. 30 Sep 1864 

John A. Mason, b. 31 Jan 1811, d. 06 Oct 1896 

Esther Evans Mason, b. 08 Jun 1812, d. 24 Aug 1897 

Tamson Mason, b. 11 Jan 1815, d. 11 Jul 1870 

George Washington Mason, b. 07 Jul 1817, d. 09 May 1882 

Malachi Parke Mason, b. 07 Jul 1819, d. 10 Aug 1869 

Cideney Ann Mason, b. 19 Jul 1823, d. 01 Apr 1838 

Catharine Jane Mason, b. 30 Jan 1826, d. 27 Dec 1841 

Malachi Parke Mason married Catherine Cassidy on 10 February 1848 in New Garden, 

Pennsylvania2 by John W. Thomas, Justice of the Peace.3  It appears that they eloped;4 otherwise 

they probably would have been married in Wilmington, where they both resided at the time. 

Catherine Cassidy was born in Newfoundland, Canada5 in 1827, the daughter, most likely, of an 

Irish Catholic fisherman.  Malachi and Catherine must have meet in Wilmington in about 1847 

when Malachi was 28 years of age and Catherine was 20.  It is not known how Catherine got 

from Newfoundland to Delaware, and it is not known how they met.  But one can picture a 28-

year-old bachelor seeing a beautiful girl of 20, she perhaps with red hair and green eyes, full of 

youth and life and he falling in love immediately on the spot. 

 
1 Malachi Parke Mason is a descendant of Malachi Jones, Thomas Parke, John Mason, Abiah Taylor, Thomas 

Kendall, and many of the other founders of Chester County Pennsylvania.  
2 New Garden is in Pennsylvania, just over the Delaware / Pennsylvania border. 
3 “Docket of John W. Thomas”, MS. 4508, Chester County Historical Society, West Chester, Pennsylvania. 
4 It appears that there was good reason for a hurried wedding, away from family and friends, because Malachi and 

Catherine were married just four and a half months before the birth their first child. 
5 Newfoundland is, perhaps, Britain’s oldest colony.  It was claimed for the English as long ago as 1497 by John 

Cabot working on behalf of the British Crown. 



Now, Malachi was the son of an English Episcopalian.  And, as was mentioned, Catherine was, 

probably, an Irish Catholic.  In those days an English Episcopalian just did not marry an Irish 

Catholic,6 regardless of the love.  But marry they did. 

Malachi and Catherine Mason had the following children, all of whom were born in 

Wilmington, Delaware: 

Ellen Kendall Mason, b. 28 June 1848 

Emma Virginia Mason, b. 15 March 1850 

Henry Parke Mason, b. 20 February 1852 

Franklin Pierce Mason, b. 12 September 1853 

Delaware Mason, b. 26 July 185 

William Mason, b. 11 March 1859 

Thomas Mason, b. 11 September 1861 

Isaac Edward Mason, b. 10 August 1864 

According to the U.S. Census records, in 1850 Malachi was a bricklayer, an appropriate 

occupation considering his last name.  And in 1860 he was a police officer, as was his father 

before him. 

Then tragedy struck.  Catherine Cassidy Mason died of pneumonia on 16 February 1864 at age 

38 years.  At the time of Catherine’s death, the children ranged in age from Ellen at 15 (almost 

16) years of age to Isaac at 5 months. 

On 12 October 1865, at age 17 years 4 months, a year after her mother’s death, Ellen Kendall 

Mason married Jessie K. Baylis, who was 22 at the time.  At first blush, this seems like Ellen 

“abandoning ship”, leaving her (probably ailing) father with seven young children just after his 

 
6 There is a possibility that Catherine Cassidy was a Protestant, not a Catholic.  The following is from:  

http://faculty.marianopolis.edu/c.belanger/nfldhistory/ReligiousHistoryNewfoundland.htm 

“Newfoundland was one of the first countries outside Great Britain to share the benefits of the great evangelical 

revival which swept England under the Wesleys during the eighteenth century. Strangely enough Methodism was 

introduced to the country by the Rev. Laurence Coughlan, a minister sent out by the Society for the Propagation of 

the Gospel. Coughlan had worked with John Wesley before his coming, and although he had temporarily withdrawn 

from the service of Methodism, he returned to it shortly after his arrival at Harbour Grace in 1765. Thus, was the 

Wesleyan movement initiated in Britain 's oldest colony. 

The services of religion had been so few in Newfoundland up to this time that a very large proportion of the 

inhabitants were living without its influence altogether, and many had grown to disregard the church. Coughlin and 

the early Methodists thus met with indifference, opposition, and even persecution. When he returned to England in 

1773, two lay-preachers, Arthur Thomey, one of Coughlan's converts, and John Stretton, were left to carry forward 

the work. They were joined in 1774 by John Hoskins of Bristol, England, who made his headquarters at Old 

Perlican, and engaged in both teaching and preaching. 

In 1785, the Rev. John McGeary arrived in Newfoundland as the first regularly appointed Methodist missionary. He 

established himself at Carbonear, built a church, and laboured under difficulty and disappointment. His hand was 

greatly strengthened, and religion revived, by a visit of the Rev. William Black, the well-known apostle of 

Methodism in the eastern British provinces. McGeary returned home in 1792. The next twenty years saw 

Methodism growing in the Trinity-Conception area and being extended as far north as Bonavista. 

In 1815 the first Methodist district (now presbytery) was formed, consisting of six ministers, St. John's being 

included in the list for the first time. Twenty years later there were twelve ministers, and a total church membership 

of 1,747. Visiting missionaries also were appointed to visit the more remote areas of the island.” 

http://faculty.marianopolis.edu/c.belanger/nfldhistory/ReligiousHistoryNewfoundland.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Wesley
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10237b.htm
http://www.biographi.ca/EN/ShowBio.asp?BioId=35946
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=TCE&TCE_Version=A&ArticleId=A0000796&mState=1


wife died.  But as it turned out, this young marriage was the best thing that could have happened, 

both for Ellen and for her siblings. 

Then, just four years later, tragedy struck a second time.  Malachi Parke Mason died on 

10 August 1869 of “lung consumption” (tuberculosis7) at age 50 years.  With the death of their 

father, the children became orphans.  At the time of Malachi’s death, the children ranged in age 

from 21 to 5 years. 

After the death of Malachi Parke Mason, his children went to live with members of the family:  

with his daughter, Ellen Kendall Mason Baylis; with his sister Tamson Mason Hoffman; and 

with his brother George Washington Mason.   

Ellen Kendall Mason was married to Jesse Baylis in 1865.  Thus, by the time her father died she 

had a well-established household in Wilmington with a child of her own. 

Tamson Mason was born in Wilmington on 11 Jan 1815, the sixth child of Abiah Parke Mason 

and Ann Kendall Mason.  She married Joseph Hoffman, and they lived in Philadelphia.  They 

had three children:  Letitia (b. 1842), Elbelina (b. 1844), and George W. (b. 1851). 

George Washington Mason was born in Wilmington on 07 Jul 1817, the seventh child of Abiah 

Parke Mason and Ann Kendall Mason.  He married Rebecca Slack, and they lived in 

Wilmington.  They had five children, however, only one of whom, Ella Rebecca, (b. 1854), was 

still living in 1869.  The two brothers, George Washington and Malachi Parke, were born on the 

same date (07 July) exactly two years apart. They were close in age, and, perhaps, they were also 

close emotionally.  Washington (as he was called) was a master carpenter and a home builder. 

Thus, the children were placed with family members as follows:8 

Henry Parke (age 17) and Isaac Edward (age 5 years) went to live with their sister, Ellen Kendall 

Mason Baylis.  William Mason (age 9 years) went to live with his aunt, Tamson Mason 

Hoffman, and her husband, Joseph Hoffman, in Philadelphia.  Franklin (age 16 years) and 

Delaware (age 13 years) went to live with their uncle, George Washington Mason. 

With such an inauspicious beginning, it might seem that the children would not have fared well 

in life.  But for most, at least, that was not the case.   

Refer to the essay, Children of Malachi Parke Mason and Catherine Cassidy for a brief history 

of each of the children. 

 

  

 
7 In those days, as many as 25% of adults died of tuberculosis! 
8 Emma Virginia went out on her own as a house domestic after her father died in 1869.  She married James Knott in 

1872.  Thomas had died in 1868, before his father died. 
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1858 Baptism record, from St Andrew’s Episcopal Church, for five of the Mason children 

 



 

1859 Baptism record, from St Andrew’s Episcopal Church, for William Mason 

 



 

 

1850 U.S. Census for Malachi Parke Mason (detail), showing Malachi as a Brick Layer.   

It is unknown who Margaret and Elizabeth Lynett are.  However, it is possible that they were relations 

of Catherine Cassidy from Ireland. 

 

 

 

1860 U.S. Census for Malachi Parke Mason (detail), showing Malachi as a Police Officer and showing 

six of his children.  (Thomas was born in 1861 and Isaac Edward was born in 1864). 

 



 

1865 Burial record, from St Andrew’s Episcopal Church, of Catherine Cassidy Mason 

19 Feb 1865 

 



 

1868 Burial record, from St Andrew’s Episcopal Church, of Thomas Mason 

01 Apr 1868, service performed by the Rev. George A. Latimer 

 



 

1869 Burial record, from St Andrew’s Episcopal Church, of Malachi Parke Mason 

12 Aug 1869, service performed by the Rev. G.A. Redles 

 


