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         Franklin P. Mason II 



A Brief History of 

Franklin Pierce Mason I and Ann Elizabeth Hildreth 

Compiled and written in 2021 by Franklin P. Mason II, 

great grandson of Franklin P. and Ann Hildreth Mason 

Franklin Pierce Mason I was born in the United States of America in 1853.  His first American 

ancestor, John Mason, arrived in Pennsylvania in 1700.  Ann Elizabeth Hildreth was born in 

England in 1854.  Her ancestry has been traced back to before 1600 in Yorkshire. 

Franklin Pierce Mason 

Franklin Pierce Mason was born on 12 September 1853 in Wilmington, Delaware.  His parents were 

Malachi Parke Mason [born in 1819 in Wilmington, Delaware, son of Abiah Park Mason and Ann 

Kendall] and Catherine Cassidy [born in about 1827 in Saint John's, Newfoundland].  His parents 

were married on 10 Feb 1848 in Wilmington. 

Malachi and Catherine had eight children, all of whom were born in Wilmington: 

Ellen Kendall Mason, b. 28 June 1848 

Emma Virginia Mason, b. 15 March 1850 

Henry Parke Mason, b. 20 February 1852 

Franklin Pierce Mason, b 12 September 1853 

Delaware Mason, b. 26 July 1856 

William Mason, b. 11 March 1858 

Thomas Mason, b. 11 September 1861 

Isaac Edward Mason, b. 10 August 1864 

Franklin’s father, Malachi, was a bricklayer by occupation and Malachi was also a police officer (as 

was his father before him). 

The Malachi Parke Mason family lived at 620 West 8th Street in Wilmington.  And they were 

members of the St. Andrews Episcopal Church. 1 

Very unfortunately, in 1865, Franklin’s mother, Catherine, died of pneumonia.  She was just 38 

years of age, and Franklin was 12.  Then, just four years later, in 1869, Franklin’s father died.  

Malachi died of “lung consumption” (tuberculosis2) at age 50 years, when Franklin was 16 years 

of age. 

With the death of his father, Franklin, and the other children, became orphans.  At the time of 

Malachi’s death, the children ranged in age from 21 to 5 years of age. 

 
1 With the name “Catherine Cassidy”, and coming from Newfoundland, where there was a large community of Irish 

fishermen, one can only assume that Franklin’s mother was of Irish descent.  And it is well known that most Irish are 

Catholic.  However, it is clear that when she was an adult, Catherine was an Episcopalian Protestant.  As the article:  

http://faculty.marianopolis.edu/c.belanger/nfldhistory/ReligiousHistoryNewfoundland.htm states,  

“Newfoundland was one of the first countries outside Great Britain to share the benefits of the great evangelical revival 

which swept England under the Wesleys during the eighteenth century.”  Thus, it is quite possible that Catherine was a 

Protestant all of her life. 
2 In those days, as many as 25% of adults died of tuberculosis! 

http://faculty.marianopolis.edu/c.belanger/nfldhistory/ReligiousHistoryNewfoundland.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Wesley


After the death of Malachi Parke Mason, his children went to live with members of the family:  with 

his daughter, Ellen Kendall Mason Baylis; with his sister Tamson Mason Hoffman; and with his 

brother George Washington Mason.   

Note:  The oldest child of Malachi and Catherine, Ellen Kendall Mason, was married to Jesse 

Baylis in 1865.  Thus, by the time her father died she had a well-established household in 

Wilmington with a child of her own.  Malachi’s sister, Tamson, was living with her husband, 

Joseph Hoffman in Philadelphia.  She had three children.  Malachi’s brother, Washington Mason, 

who was a master carpenter and house builder, lived in Wilmington.  He and his wife, Rebecca 

Slack, had five children, however, only one of whom was still living in 1869. 

Thus, the children were placed with family members as follows:3 

Henry Parke (age 17) and Isaac Edward (age 5 years) went to live with their sister, Ellen Kendall 

Mason Baylis.  William Mason (age 9 years) went to live with his aunt, Tamson Mason Hoffman, 

and her husband, Joseph Hoffman, in Philadelphia.  Franklin (age 16 years) and Delaware (age 13 

years) went to live with their uncle, George Washington Mason.4 

Franklin lived with his uncle, Washington Mason, for about 12 years beginning in 1869 (just after 

his father’s death) until 1882 (when he got married).  Thus, Franklin P. lived with his uncle from 

age 16 to age 28 years.  During that time Washington Mason and his family, including Franklin P., 

lived at 222 West 9th Street. 

 

1872 Franklin Pierce Mason I at age 18 years 

 
3 Emma Virginia went out on her own as a house domestic after her father died in 1869.  She married James Knott in 

1872.  Thomas had died in 1868, before his father died. 
4 Note:  There is no record of where Franklin P. lived in 1870.  The U.S Census for Washington Mason, shows 

Delaware Mason, age 13.  But it does not show Franklin P.  And no other U.S. Census record can be found as to where 

Franklin P. was living in that year.  There is, however, a Baptism Certificate (see below) for Franklin P. in 1871 in 

Wilmington.  Thus, he must have lived in Wilmington, and it is likely that he was with his uncle during that time. 



As was mentioned, Washington Mason was a master carpenter and house builder.  As such, he 

apprenticed his nephews, Franklin and Delaware, as carpenters.  In those days, boys became 

apprentices at about age 14 years.  Therefore, Franklin P. was just the correct age to begin an 

apprenticeship with his uncle.  Apprenticeships typically ended at age 21 years.  And when Franklin 

P. fulfilled his apprenticeship, he continued to work with his uncle as a fully-fledged carpenter.  

This arrangement continued until 1882, when in May of that year, George Washington Mason died 

and, in June, when Franklin P. got married. 

Franklin P. continued to work as a carpenter until 1895, when he began to work for the Hildreth 

Varnish Company (see below). 

On Sunday, April 30, 1871, (when he was 17 years of age), 

Franklin P. Mason was confirmed as a member of the 

Calvary Protestant Episcopal Church of Wilmington.  Rev. 

George A. Latimer was the pastor of the church from 1868 

to 1877.5  Thus, he was the pastor when Franklin became a 

member of the church.   

 

 Rev. George A. Latimer 

Note:  The first record of Franklin’s involvement in the church was his baptism in 1858, when he 

was about 5 years of age.6  He, and four of his siblings, were baptized at the same time, which 

might indicate that the family had just joined the church at that time.  The church that the children 

were baptized in was St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Wilmington.  The family continued to be 

members of St. Andrew’s as is indicated by the record of the burial of Catherine Cassidy Mason in 

1865 and the record of the burial of Thomas Mason in 1868.  The service for the burial of Thomas 

was officiated by Rev. George A. Latimer, who had recently become a pastor at that church.  

Apparently, it was in 1868 that Franklin (age about 14 years) first met Rev. Latimer.  The family 

was still members of St. Andrew’s in 1869, when Malachi died.  (However, the officiating 

clergyman at Malachi’s funeral was Rev. G.A. Redles.) 

In about 1868, Calvary Protestant Episcopal Church was established as an outgrowth of St. 

Andrew’s with Rev. George A. Latimer as its first settled clergyman.7 

 

 
5 From:  files.usgwarchives.net/pa/1pa/church/hotchkin/e-clergy-7.txt 
6 For a detailed compilation of the church records, refer to the Appendix. 
7 Rev. George A. Latimer must have been important to members of the Mason family other than Franklin P.  For 

example, Henry Parke Mason, Franklin’s older brother, in 1886, named his first son George Latimer Mason. 

http://files.usgwarchives.net/pa/1pa/church/hotchkin/e-clergy-7.txt


 

1871 Franklin Pierce Mason I Certificate of Confirmation into the  
Calvary Protestant Episcopal Church of Wilmington, Delaware 

Franklin was a very active member of the church.  In 1877/78, some of the church members decided 

to sever connections with the Protestant Episcopal Church and become affiliated with the newly 

formed Reformed Episcopal Church.8  (The Reformed Episcopal Church was founded by George D. 

Cummins9 in about 1873.)  To make a long story short, Franklin P. Mason I was one of the leaders 

of the change in affiliation, and (at age 25 years) he was elected to be a Trustee of the new church.  

The new church was named the Church of the Covenant.  Sadly, in 1881, there was a schism within 

the Church of the Covenant, which caused the pastor, Rev J. L. Estlin, to resign.  Thence, a new 

church, the Reformed Episcopal Church of the Redeemer, was formed in 1881 by forty 

communicants from the Reformed Episcopal Church of the Covenant.  Franklin P. was one of the 

communicants who joined the new church. 

 
8 This information is a brief summary of an essay written by Franklin P. Mason I in 1878 entitled “Diary if the 

Reformed Episcopal Church”, which is in the possession of the author. 
9 For more on George D. Cummins and the Reformed Episcopal Church, refer to:  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_David_Cummins 



  

Pictures of Franklin Pierce Mason I in about 1878 to 1880 at age 24 and 26 years, respectively 

 

  



Ann Elizabeth Hildreth 

Ann Elizabeth Hildreth was born on 24 February 1854 in Preston, Lancashire, England.  Her 

parents were James Hildreth [born 1826 in Ripley, Yorkshire, England, son of Richard Hildreth and 

Mary Wheatly] and Ellen Otley [born in 1819 in Cartmel, Lancashire, England, daughter of George 

Otley and Ester Sandham].  Her parents were married on 14 April 1850 at the Church of Saint John 

in Preston, Lancashire, England. 

James and Ellen had four children: 

Mary Jane Hildreth, b. 05 August 1850 in Preston, Lancashire, England 

Ann Elizabeth Hildreth, b. 24 February 1854 in Preston, Lancashire, England 

James Hildreth, Jr., b. 22 September 1855 in London Middlesex, England 

George Otley Hildreth, b. 02 October 1858 in Rahway, New Jersey, USA 

Nothing is known of Ann Elizabeth’s early life except that she lived with her parents, first for about 

one year (1854) in Preston then for about another year (1855) in London. 

In about 1856 the James Hildreth family emigrated to America, where the family lived in Rahway, 

New Jersey (1858), Newark, New Jersey (1860), New York City (1870), Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

(1880), and in Wilmington, Delaware (1880).10 

Thus, Ann Elizabeth came to America when she was about 2 years of age, and she grew up in 

America.   

In 1860, the Hildreth family was living in the 3rd Ward of Newark City, Essex, New Jersey.11 

The 1870 U.S. Census shows Ann Elizabeth living with her parents in New York City.  While Ann 

Elizabeth was living in New York City, she was confirmed into the Protestant Episcopal Church.  

She was confirmed by Rev. Henry C. Potter, who was the Rector of Grace Church from 1868 to 

1883.  (Rev. Potter became the Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of New York in 1883.) 

Clearly, religion and the church were very important to Ann Elizabeth.  The major topic of her In 

Memoriam (see below), which was distributed after her death, was her church memberships and her 

contributions to the churches she attended. 

The 1880 U.S. Census shows Ann Elizabeth living with her parents in Philadelphia.  However, as 

was noted before, the family must have maintained a presence in both Philadelphia and in 

Wilmington during the years 1875 to 1883. 

It was in Wilmington that she met her future husband, Franklin P. Mason I. 

 

  

 
10 Between 1875 and 1883, it seems that James Hildreth, Sr. spent time in both Wilmington, Delaware and Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania.  (The two cities are only 30 miles apart.  Thus, it seems feasible for one to do so.)  For example, James is 

listed as a “Painter” in each of the 1875, 1876, 1877, 1878, and 1883 Wilmington City Directories.  And he is listed, 

also as a “Painter”, in the 1882 and 1883 Philadelphia City Directories.  In addition, he is listed as a “House Painter” in 

the 1880 U.S. Census for Philadelphia. 
11 https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/M4R5-9WV 



The Marriage of Franklin P. and Ann Hildreth Mason 

For both Franklin Pierce Mason and Ann Elizabeth Hildreth, the church was a central part of their 

lives.  And they each were involved with the Episcopal Church.  Thus, it seems very likely that they 

met at church.   

Franklin Pierce Mason and Ann Elizabeth Hildreth were married on 21 June 1882 by the 

Rev. George A. Latimer, Rector of Saint John’s Protestant Episcopal Church in 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

At the time of the wedding, both Franklin P. and Ann Elizabeth were 28 years of age (although 

Franklin P. was five months older than Ann Elizabeth). 

As has been mentioned, Franklin P. and George Latimer had become friends when Rev. Latimer 

was the pastor at the Calvary Protestant Episcopal Church in Wilmington.  Therefore, when 

Franklin married in 1882, he chose his old friend Rev. George A. Latimer to perform the ceremony. 

  

Franklin Pierce Mason I and Ann Elizabeth Hildreth at about the time of their marriage in 1882 

 



 

1882 Franklin Pierce Mason I and Ann Elizabeth Hildreth Marriage Certificate 



When the newly married couple returned to Wilmington, they resumed their membership in the 

Reformed Episcopal Church of the Redeemer.12 

After the wedding, it was not long before the children started coming, with the first being born in 

1883, followed every two years by a new arrival.   

Franklin and Ann had four children, all of whom were born in Wilmington: 

Helen Otley Mason, b. 02 July 1883 

Willard Cassidy Mason, b. 22 March 1885 

Miriam Jean Mason, b. 13 March 1887 

Gertrude Hildreth Mason, b. 26 July 1889 

As has been mentioned, Franklin P. worked as a carpenter for many years with his uncle, George 

Washington Mason.  However, in May of 1882, just before Franklin P. got married, his uncle died.  

Therefore, at that time Franklin P. took a position with the P. & J. Company as a carpenter and as a 

pattern maker.13  Franklin P. continued to work for the P. & J. Company for 13 years, until 1895, 

when he began to work for the Hildreth Varnish Company (see below). 

Ann Elizabeth was a home maker.  She had four children to care for and raise.  As has been 

mentioned, Ann Elizabeth was very active in the church, and she devoted much of her time to 

church activities. 

Franklin P. and Ann Elizabeth continued to live in Wilmington until 1895.  Their addresses in 

Wilmington are as follows: 

811 West 8th Street (1883) 

811 Van Buren Street (1885-1888) 

1033 West 7th Street (1889-1894) 

 
12 For information on this historic church, refer to:  https://www.brownstoner.com/architecture/building-of-the-day-423-

nostrand-avenue/ 
13 Pattern making was a very precise, specialized form of woodworking.  Pattern makers made the patterns (molds) from 

which castings were produced.  A pattern maker crafted and built the mold to the correct specifications necessary to cast 

many identical metal parts in a mold.  The precision of work was important, but what really distinguished the pattern 

maker was understanding how a part was to be cast and then finished.  Critical to the process was understanding the 

shrinking behavior of the metal (as it cools).  Pattern makers used special rulers that were scaled to represent the 

shrinkage of different metals.  Most of the work was done with wood of the best quality and the pattern maker needed to 

have many years of experience.  Today, this trade as a woodworking specialty is nearly extinct.  Summarized from:  

https://www.finewoodworking.com/forum/what-is-a-pattern-maker 

https://www.finewoodworking.com/forum/what-is-a-pattern-maker


 

1893 The Mason family in Wilmington, Delaware  

 

  



In 1895, Franklin was invited to move to Brooklyn, New York to become a part of the Hildreth 

Varnish Company.  Ann Elizabeth’s father, James Hildreth, Sr., had founded the Hildreth Varnish 

Company in 1883 in Brooklyn.  Thus, the family moved to Brooklyn in November of that year. 

When the Mason family moved to Brooklyn, they transferred their church membership to the 

Reformed Episcopal Church of the Reconciliation at Nostrand and Jefferson Avenues in Brooklyn. 

Franklin P. was a practical, hands-on type of person.  Therefore, he jumped into the manufacturing 

aspect of the company.  James Hildreth, Sr. was also involved in the manufacturing.  And, perhaps, 

Franklin P. lightened the load of his father-in-law.  (Others were involved in the office, finance, 

marketing, and other aspects of the operation.)   

The first place of residence for the Mason family in Brooklyn was 75 Hooper Street, less than 

2 miles from the factory, which was at 91 North 12th Street.   

 

1896 The Mason children—Helen Otley, Willard Cassidy, Miriam Jean, and  
Gertrude Hildreth—just after the move to Brooklyn 

 

  



It was at that location that tragedy struck the family.  On Saturday, November 27th of 1897 Miriam 

Jean, who was 10 years of age, complained of a slight cold.  By Thursday, the cold had gotten 

worse and had turned croupy but, it seemed, still nothing to be concerned about.  The doctor was 

called in on Friday, and every effort was made to divert disaster.  However, Miriam Jean passed 

away on Sunday December 5th in the morning, just eight days from the first appearance of 

symptoms.14  She was buried in the Wilmington & Brandywine Cemetery in the family plot there. 

 

1897 Miriam Jean Mason, just prior to her death 

 

 

 

  

 
14 For an account of Miriam Jean’s illness, written by her father, refer to the Appendix. 



 

1898 Franklin P. and Ann Elizabeth Hildreth Mason 

As the family (and extended family) circumstances changed, Franklin P. and family moved within 

Brooklyn.  The residences of the Mason family in Brooklyn are as follows: 

1897:  75 Hooper Street, Brooklyn 

1900:  329 Quincy Street, Brooklyn 

1905:  412 Putnam Avenue, Brooklyn (with Ellen Hildreth and James Hildreth, Jr.) 

1910:  139 Chauncey Street, Brooklyn (with Ellen Hildreth and Helen Mason Knappmann) 

1915:  722 Chauncey Street, Brooklyn (with Helen Mason Knappmann) 

1920:  212 Stuyvesant Avenue, Brooklyn 

By 1900, the Mason family was living at 329 Quincy Street in Brooklyn, which was less than three 

miles from the factory, and, perhaps more significantly, about one half a block from where Ann 

Elizabeth’s parents lived (at 314 Quincy Street).  Helen, Willard, and Gertrude were all at home at 

this time. 

Ann Elizabeth’s father, James Hildreth, Sr. died in 1903.  By 1905, Franklin P. and family had 

moved to 412 Putnam Avenue (still less than 3 miles from the factory), and Ann Elizabeth’s 

mother, Ellen Otley Hildreth, was also living with them.  In addition, James Hildreth, Jr., who also 

worked for the Hildreth Varnish Company, had moved in with the extended family.  The children, 

Helen, Willard, and Gertrude were still all at home.  The 1904 Brooklyn City Directory shows 

Franklin as being in the varnish business.   



 

1905 Franklin Pierce Mason I 

 

  



From the time of James Hildreth’s death in 1903 until Ellen Otley Hildreth’s death in 1910, Ellen 

lived with the Mason family.  In 1907, Helen Mason, the eldest daughter of Franklin P. and Ann 

Elizabeth, married George Knappmann.  The Knappmann family also moved into the Mason home.  

Thus, with the birth, in 1908, of the daughter of Helen and George, there were four generations of 

Otley/Hildreth/Mason/Knappmann women all living under the same roof. 

 

1908 Four generations:  Ann Elizabeth Hildreth Mason (54), Ellen Otley Hildreth (89),  
Helen Elizabeth Knappmann (6 months), and Helen Otley Mason Knappmann (25) 

By 1910, the family had moved again, this time to 139 Chauncey Street.  Ellen Otley Hildreth was 

still part of the extended family as was Helen, with her husband, George Knappmann and their 

child, Helen.  Willard and Gertrude were also still in their parents’ home.  The 1910 US Census for 

Brooklyn lists Franklin P. as a “Varnish Maker” in a “Varnish Manufactory”. 

  



In September of 1910, Franklin P. and Ann Elizabeth took a trip to Bermuda.  There is no longer a 

record of the ship that took them to Bermuda.  However, they returned on the ship SS Trent.   

 

 

1910 The ship SS Trent and deck with passengers and crew 



While they were in Bermuda, Franklin and Ann bought a small pin for their granddaughter Helen 

Elizabeth Knappmann, which they gave to her in 1912, when she was 4 years of age.15 

 

Pin from Bermuda, given to Helen Elizabeth Knappmann Bergen  
by her grandparents, Franklin P. and Ann Elizabeth Mason 

On 25 April 1914, Franklin P. Mason applied for a patent for a “Centrifugal Clarifier for Liquids”.  

The patent application states the following:16 

This invention relates to centrifugal clarifiers for liquids, such, for instance, as varnish, with 

the object in view of providing a device of this character which adapted to promote a step by 

step clarification of the liquid in such a manner that as the liquid is clarified at each step it 

passes permanently out of contact with the foreign matter removed therefrom. 

This patent was granted on 26 January 1915.  This indicates that in 1914 and 1915 Franklin was 

very much involved in the Hildreth Varnish Company.17 

 

 
15 This pin was given by Helen to Karie Mason (her first cousin twice removed and the daughter of the author).  Karie 

still has the pin. 
16 United States Patent 1,126,247, Patented Jan. 26,1915 
17 For a copy of the entire patent, refer to A History of the Hildreth Varnish Company by Franklin P. Mason II, 2020. 



 

1915 Figure 1 from United States Patent 1,126,247, Franklin P. Mason, Inventor 

 

  



It is highly likely that by 1918 Franklin had been promoted to General Superintendent of the 

Hildreth Varnish Company factory.  (George Otley Hildreth, who had been the previous General 

Superintendent, retired before that year.)  The 1920 US Census for Brooklyn lists Franklin as a 

“Varnish Manufacturer”. 

 

1918 Franklin P. Mason, far right, and the crew at the Hildreth Varnish Company 

Religion and the church and family were very important to both Franklin P. and Ann Elizabeth. 

They were both ardent Christians.  They were both life-long members of, and very active in, the 

Episcopal Church.  In addition, Franklin P. wrote many prayers and, in her In Memoriam, Ann 

Elizabeth is extoled for her church membership and the contributions to the churches she attended. 

As an example of their devotion to the family, even after the children were of age, they continued to 

live with, or very near, their parents.  Willard Cassidy lived with his parents until age 28 years, 

when he got married.  Helen, after moving out for a while, moved back in with her parents, with her 

husband, after her marriage, and she had a child while she was living with them.  And Gertrude, 

lived with her parents most of her life and continued to live with her father even after Ann Elizabeth 

had died. 

 



 

1914 Franklin P. and Ann Elizabeth with Helen Mason Knappmann and her family 

 

 

1917-08-09 Entire extended family:  Franklin P. Mason, George Knappmann, Helen Mason 
Knappmann, Genevieve Barnes Mason, Ann Hildreth Mason, Willard Cassidy Mason, Ruth Gertrude 

Knappmann, Willard Franklin Mason, Helen Elizabeth Knappmann, Rockaway Park, New York  
(not shown:  Gertrude Hildreth Mason, who probably took the picture) 



 

 

1918 Franklin P. and Ann Elizabeth Mason 

 



In 1919, at age 65 years, Ann Elizabeth suffered a debilitating stroke, which affected her right side 

and deprived her of the power of speech.   

Shortly thereafter, in about 1921, Franklin P. and Ann Elizabeth moved to a home of their own at 

123 Pierson Street18 in Jamaica, Queens.  (The 1920 US Census shows Franklin P. and Ann 

Elizabeth living with their daughter, Gertrude, at 212 Stuyvesant Avenue, Brooklyn.) 

 

1921 House on 123 Pierson Street (shown in a photograph from 2020).  Originally, the house had a 
front porch where now there is a bricked-in room, and there were no fire escapes on the original house. 

 

 
18 This address was also known as 139-47 Pierson Street and is now called 139-47 87th Avenue. 



 

1921 Franklin P. and Ann Elizabeth at 123 Pierson Street on the original front porch  
with their daughters, Helen and Gertrude (and with Helen’s husband George Knappmann) 

 



 

1921 Franklin P. and Ann Elizabeth at 123 Pierson Street on the original front porch  
with their daughter-in-law, Genevieve Barnes Mason and their grandson, Willard Franklin 

 

Then, about four years after her stroke, on 06 June 1923, at age 69, Franklin’s beloved wife, Annie 

(Ann Elizabeth Hildreth Mason), died.   

 

1923 Ann Elizabeth Hildreth Mason death notice 

 



 

1923 Ann Elizabeth Hildreth Mason In Memoriam 

Not much is known about Ann Elizabeth Hildreth Mason, her personality, her activities, her likes 

and dislikes.  Most of what is known is told in the records for her father and then her husband.  

However, the pictures of her give one an inkling of who she was:  a kind, loving, warm person, but 

one with definite beliefs.  It is also clear that she was devoted to her family and that she was a 

strong Christian who was active in the church. 

  



After Ann Elizabeth’s death, Franklin P. remained active.  For example, the 1925 New York Census 

shows that Franklin P. Mason was still involved in varnish manufacturing.  But by then, his 

involvement must have decreased significantly. 

And he remained in close contact with his family, for example, attending a picnic with the extended 

family in 1924 and going to Atlantic City with his daughters in 1927. 

 

  

1924 Family picnic, showing, top, the entire group, and bottom, 
Franklin P. with his granddaughter, Ruth Gertrude and with his grandson, Willard Franklin 

 



  

1927 Franklin P. with his daughters, Helen and Gertrude, in Atlantic City 

After his wife’s death, Franklin P. remained at 123 Pierson Street, where he lived until his death, 

with his daughter, Gertrude.19  

Franklin Pierce Mason died on 07 September 1928, one week before his 75th birthday. 

 

1928 Franklin P. Mason I death notice 

 

 
19 And Gertrude continued to live in this house until shortly after the death of her brother, Willard, in 1934. 



As was mentioned, in 1927, at age 74 years, Franklin P. visited Atlantic City, New Jersey, with his 

daughters, Helen and Gertrude, where the following picture was taken.  This picture, which is 

probably the last one taken of him, shows that even a year before his death, Franklin P. was still a 

vital, active person. 

 

1927 Franklin P. Mason I, at age 74 years, in Atlantic City, New Jersey 

 

 

Franklin P. Mason I signature 



While he was at Atlantic City with his daughters in 1927, Franklin P. wrote the following poem.  In 

fact, he wrote many poems, some of which are reproduced in the Appendix. 

 

1927 “Roll on, O sea” by Franklin P. Mason I.  Written in Atlantic City, New Jersey 

 

 

  



Franklin Pierce Mason had a humble beginning.  He was the fourth of eight children.  Even though 

his father, no doubt, worked very hard to keep the family, that is a lot of children to care for.  Then, 

in 1865, when Franklin was 12 years of age, his mother died, which made things all-the-more 

difficult.  To make things even worse, Franklin’s father died just four years later, in 1869, which left 

him an orphan at age 16.  With that, the children dispersed, and Franklin went to live with his uncle, 

Washington, and his family.20 

Despite that difficult childhood, Franklin P. did quite well in life.  He had a successful career as a 

carpenter and, later, in the varnish business.  He married a loving wife whom he loved.  And he had 

four children to whom he was very close. 

In addition, through his own hard work, he was able to acquire some of the finer things of life:   

For example, he had a set of sterling silver flatware and a set of formal dishes, which were made 

in Germany. 

  

1920 Franklin’s sterling silver flatware:  Plymouth by Gorham and 
1920 Franklin’s formal dinnerware:  Rosebud by Fraureuth 

 

 
20 One gets the feeling that, despite the great loss, Franklin living with his uncle could have been an improvement in his 

life in two ways:  materially and in the level of attention that he received.  In a material sense:  Washington Mason was 

a successful carpenter and contractor (house builder).  Thus, his material surroundings were probably better than that of 

Malachi and his family.  In addition, Washington was accustomed to having apprentices in his care, who he taught the 

valuable trade of carpentry.  Thus, Franklin, at age 16, was apprenticed to his uncle as a carpenter, a trade that he would 

practice for many years to come.  In addition, again despite the loss, Franklin, most likely, entered a warm and loving 

family with his uncle and his aunt, Rebecca Slack Mason.  Washington and Rebecca had a total of five children.  

However, only one reached maturity.  Mary Elizabeth Mason died in 1863 at age 18 years.  George Washington Mason, 

Jr. died in 1868 of wounds sustained in the Civil War.  Two younger sons died in infancy in 1851 and 1852, 

respectively.  Only the youngest child, Ella Rebecca Mason, lived to marry and have a child.  Thus, in 1869, when 

Franklin went to live with Washington and Rebecca, only Ella Rebecca, who was also 16 at the time, remained as a 

child in the family.  One can only imagine the love that was poured on Franklin by Rebecca (his aunt), who had suffered 

such loss by the death of four of her children. 



 

Franklin’s gold pocket watch and chain with locket 

 

 



  

  

Franklin’s gold pocket watch, showing the face, mechanism, front, and back 

 

 



 

Cabinet made by Franklin P., shown with monogramed drinking glasses 

 



  

Franklin’s Onyx ring, showing the ring and the inscription (F.P.M. Sept. 12th 1906) 

 

 

 

 

Franklin’s tobacco container and meerschaum pipe.   
The illustration on the right is a detail from a watercolor painting by his daughter, Gertrude 

 



 

Franklin’s carpenter’s plane, which was made by the Peugeot Freres Co. in France 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Franklin’s mechanical pencil and ink blotter 

 

 

 

Franklin’s dinner bell 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Toys for visiting grandchildren:  Steam engine and dancing man 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Franklin P. Mason I was something of a Renaissance man.  He was skilled woodworker, a manager, 

an inventor, a poet, a devoted family man and a devotee to God. 

In addition, family lore holds that he had a fruit tree in his back yard onto which he grafted several 

fruits of different kinds:  apples, pears, plums, and cherries. 

In 1892, Franklin P. Mason purchased several burial plots (Section 25, Lots 33 and 35) in the 

Wilmington & Brandywine Cemetery for him and for other members of the Mason family and for 

members of the Hildreth family.  Franklin’s father, Malachi Parke Mason (1819-1869) and his 

grandfather, Abiah Parke Mason (1782-1852) had been buried in the Wilmington & Brandywine 

Cemetery [Section V (5), Lot 13].  Many other Masons had also been buried in that cemetery over a 

long period of time.  Thus, in choosing to be buried at that cemetery, Franklin was maintaining a 

long-standing family tradition.   

Franklin P. was buried in the Wilmington & Brandywine Cemetery on 10 September 1928 next to 

his beloved wife Ann Elizabeth Hildreth Mason. 

 

Mason memorial in the Wilmington and Brandywine Cemetery (Section 25, Lots 33 and 35) 

 



Appendix 

 

1858 Baptism record, from St Andrew’s Episcopal Church, of five Mason children,  
including that for Franklin P. Mason I 

 



 

1859 Baptism record, from St Andrew’s Episcopal Church, of William Mason 

 



 

1860 U.S. Census for Malachi Parke Mason (detail) 

 



 

1865 Burial record, from St Andrew’s Episcopal Church, of Catherine Cassidy Mason 
19 Feb 1865 

 



 

1868 Burial record, from St Andrew’s Episcopal Church, of Thomas Mason 
01 Apr 1868, service performed by the Rev. George A. Latimer 

 



 

1869 Burial record, from St Andrew’s Episcopal Church, of Malachi Parke Mason 
12 Aug 1869, service performed by the Rev. G.A. Redles 

 



 
1868 Title page from the Seventy-Eighth Annual Convention of the  

Protestant Episcopal Church of Delaware 

From:  Journal of the Proceedings of the ... of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the State of Delaware - 
Google Play 

 

https://play.google.com/books/reader?id=l6I9AAAAYAAJ&hl=en&pg=GBS.RA5-PP4
https://play.google.com/books/reader?id=l6I9AAAAYAAJ&hl=en&pg=GBS.RA5-PP4


 
1868 Page 34 from the Seventy-Eighth Annual Convention of the  

Protestant Episcopal Church of Delaware, showing the succession of churches and pastors for  

St. Andrew’s and Calvary Churches 

 



George Allen Latimer 
A Brief (incomplete) History 

For a family tree for George Allen Latimer, refer to:   

George Allen Latimer SR - Facts (ancestry.com) 

Born 01 Jan 1829 

Was a student at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in 1836 and was a teacher there in 1849 

A graduate of the Central High School of Philadelphia 

1855 - 1859:  Established a mission called the Boone Street Mission.  Later called the Church of St 

John the Evangelist 

1859- 1863:  Rector of Grace Church of Cressona, Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania 

1863-1868:  Rector of Christ Episcopal Church, Pottstown, Pennsylvania 

After 1866:  Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

1868:  Assistant Minister of St. Andrew’s Church in charge of Calvary Chapel 

1868 – 1877:  First Pastor of Calvary Church, Wilmington, Delaware 

Before 1884 - after 1890:  Founder of St. John's Church, Northern Liberties, Philadelphia 

Died 09 Mar 1905 in Philadelphia 

 

See also:  WPAChurchArchives.pdf (delaware.gov), entries 545 and 557 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/30168272/person/142082425429/facts
https://archives.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/156/2016/10/WPAChurchArchives.pdf


 

1870 US Census for James Hildreth, showing the family living in New York City,  
with Ann Elizabeth age 17 years 

 



 

1870 US Census for Washington Mason, pages 110 and 111 combined 
(lines 35-40, p. 110; lines 1-9, p. 111) 

Note that (1) Franklin P. is not listed, however, Delaware is listed  
(2) Washington has two apprentices living with him,  

(3) Ester Mason, Washington’s sister, is listed on line 35, and  
(4) Susan Mason (Isaac Mason’s widow and Washington’s sister-in-law) and her children  

are listed on lines 6-9. 

 



 

1875 Wilmington City Directory, showing Franklin P. (age 22) as a carpenter living with his uncle,  
Washington Mason, at 222 West 9th Street in Wilmington 

 

 



 

1878 Wilmington City Directory, showing Franklin P. as a carpenter living with his uncle,  
Washington Mason, at 222 West 9th Street in Wilmington 

 

 



 

1880 US Census for Washington Mason, at 222 West 9th Street in Wilmington,  
showing Franklin P., age 26 years, as a carpenter living with his uncle 

 

 



 

1880 US Census for James Hildreth, showing the family living in Philadelphia,  
with Ann Elizabeth age 26 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Mason Family Bible presented to Mr. and Mrs. Franklin P. Mason on their wedding day, 21 June 1882,  
by G.A. and M.C.H. Latimer 

top:  the Bible; bottom left:  the dedication; bottom right:  birth and death dates recorded in the Bible 

 

 



 

1883 Wilmington City Directory, showing Franklin P. (and family) living at  
811 West 8th Street in Wilmington 

Note that it also shows Rebecca Mason, widow of Washington Mason, living at  
222 West 9th Street, where Franklin P. lived before his marriage 

 



 

1883-07-02 Birth Certificate for Helen Otley Mason 

 



 

1885 Wilmington City Directory, Showing Franklin P. (and family) living at  
811 Van Buren Street in Wilmington 

 



 

1885-03-22 Birth Certificate for Willard Cassidy Mason 

 



 

1887-03-15 Birth Certificate for Miriam Jean Mason 

 



 

1889-07-26 Birth Certificate for Gertrude Hildreth Mason 

 



 

1892 Wilmington City Directory, showing Franklin P. (and family) living at  
1033 West 7th Street in Wilmington 

 



 

1894 Wilmington City Directory, showing Franklin P. (and family) still living at  
1033 West 7th Street in Wilmington 

Note that this is the last time the Mason family is documented in Wilmington.   
The family moved to Brooklyn in 1895. 

 

 

 

 



 

1895 75 Hooper Street, Brooklyn, New York, showing the relationship between 
the Mason home and the Hildreth Varnish Company at 91 North 12th Street 

 

 



 

1897 Account, by her father, of the events surrounding the death Miriam Jean Mason 

 

 

 



 

1897 Abstract of the death notice for the death of Miriam Jean Mason 

 



 

1900 U.S. Census, showing the Mason family living at 329 Quincy Street in Brooklyn 

 

 

1900 U.S. Census, detail for the Mason Family 

 



 

1901 Brooklyn City Directory, showing Franklin P. at 329 Quincy Street 

 



 

1904 Brooklyn City Directory, showing Franklin P. at 412 Putnam Avenue 

 



 

1905 New York State Census, showing the Mason family was joined by  
Ellen Hildreth and James Hildreth, Jr., still at 412 Putnam Avenue 

 

 

1910 US Census, showing the Mason family at 139 Chauncy Street, still joined by Ellen Hildreth and in 
addition by Helen Mason Knappmann, her husband George Knappmann, and their daughter, Helen 

 



 

1915 New York State Census, showing the Mason family still joined by  
Helen Mason Knappmann, her husband George Knappmann, and their daughter, Helen,  

and a second daughter, Ruth, and still living at 139 Chauncy Street 

 

 



 

1920 US Census, showing the Mason family living at 212 Stuyvesant Avenue, Brooklyn  
and joined by their daughter Gertrude 

 

 

1925 New York State Census, showing the Franklin P. Mason living at 139-47 Pierson Street  
(now called 139-47 87th Avenue) with his daughter, Gertrude and her husband, Charles Endrich 

 



 

 

 

“A patch of clover”, a poem by Franklin Pierce Mason I  

 



 

“The power of will”, a poem by Franklin Pierce Mason I 

 



 

“Forsake me not”, a poem by Franklin Pierce Mason I 

 



 

“The Sea”, a poem by Franklin Pierce Mason I 



 

Example of religious writings by Franklin Pierce Mason I, example 1, page 1 

 



 

Example of religious writings by Franklin Pierce Mason I, example 1, page 2 

 



 

Example of religious writings by Franklin Pierce Mason I, example 2, page 1 

 



 

Example of religious writings by Franklin Pierce Mason I, example 2, page 2 

 

 



 

Framed engraving of Patrick Henry owned by Franklin P. Mason I 

 


