A Brief History of the UNLV Obelisk
Compiled by Franklin P. Mason in 2016, with the help of Su Kim Chung and Aaron Mayes, both of UNLV
The University of Nevada Las
Vegas (UNLV) Obelisk was
erected in early 1975 at a cost of
$13,000. It was designed by James
B. McDaniel, who was a prominent
architect at that time, and who had
designed several other structures on
the UNLV campus.
Three articles appeared in the
student newspaper, the UNLV
Rebel Yell, regarding the Obelisk,
this one and two more.
(The other Rebel Yell articles,
which appeared on 05 March 1975
and 12 March 1975, are just as
snarky as this one, and they don’t
add any new information, except to
correct the spelling of “obilisk” to
“obelisk”. Therefore, they are not
included here.)

Article on the UNLV Obelisk from the Rebel Yell, 26 February 1975
(pictured as an “extension” of the Leaning Tower of Pisa)

On 01 September 2016, Aaron Mayes, who was formerly a campus photographer for UNLV, sent the
following information to Su Kim Chung regarding the history of the Obelisk:
As the [26 February 1975 Rebel Yell article] notes, the "UNLV Obelisk" was originally between Grant
Hall and Judy Bayley Theatre. Aerial photos from before the construction of Ham Fine Arts (HFA)
Building show that area to be a parking lot, but they are not detailed enough to see the obelisk, or it
wasn't installed yet. HFA was opened in 1982 and an aerial from after (attached) clearly shows the
obelisk right on Maryland Parkway directly in front of Judy Bayley. My best guess is that the obelisk
was either in that parking lot or marked the entrance to that lot. I believe it was less art piece and more
marker. Once HFA was built, [the obelisk was] moved to the Maryland side of Bayley. Two
construction projects have changed the area since; Beam Music Center and the Midtown UNLV
walkways. If the obelisk survived the music center's construction (2001), it would not have survived
the Midtown UNLV makeover as that project called for new signage along Maryland Parkway.

Aerial photograph of the UNLV campus along Maryland Parkway shortly after 1982

Detail of the aerial photograph of the UNLV campus along Maryland Parkway,
showing the Obelisk (red arrow) on Maryland Parkway in front of the Judy Bayley Theater

In 1996, the author took a picture of the UNLV Obelisk. Therefore, it was still in place at that time.

UNLV Obelisk as pictured in July 1996

A map of the UNLV campus from about 2001 1 seems to show an obelisk underneath the letter “M” in the
words “Music Library” (in the lower right corner of the map). This location for the obelisk appears to be the
same as that shown in the detail of the aerial photograph of the UNLV campus along Maryland Parkway.
Although in the map from 2001, there was now a new building (the Beam Music Center, building 11)
between the Judy Bayley Theater (building 10) and Maryland Parkway.

Map of UNLV campus in about 2001, showing the UNLV Obelisk to the right of
the Beam Music Center (building 11)

It seems that the UNLV Obelisk no longer exists (in 2016). If the map from 2001 really does show the
UNLV Obelisk, which was erected in 1975, that would mean that the obelisk lasted, at least, 26 years.
Obviously, the UNLV campus is very dynamic, with old buildings being razed to make way for new ones.
The UNLV Obelisk was merely a marker, a sign, not an architectural feature. In the light of that fact, it is
amazing that it lasted as long as it did.

1

This map shows the Lee and Thomas Beam Music Center, which was completed in the (early) spring of 2001, but it does not
show the Cox Pavilion, which was completed somewhat later that same year (25 May 2001). That would place the date of map in
mid spring 2001.

