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Brief History of Suffield Academy

As Abstracted from Wikipedia®:

In the mid1820s, the Connecticut Baptists had made an announcement that they were looking to
charter a private school, and whichever town could raise $10,000 veweide the charterThe
residents of Suffield, eager to have a school in their town, were successful in raising enough
money to win the charteiThe school's initial building, later known as the Old South Building,

was erected, and the school was opamater the title of ConnecticBaptist Literary Institute

in 1829.

The early mission of the school was to educate young men for the mirdsspite its founding
links to the Baptist Church, the Institute quickly moved towards adeoominational model
and in 1833 and was renamedn@ecticut Literary InstituteThe Institute was the only high
school in town, and local tax dollars helped pay for each student's tuition.

The school was renamed the Suffield P A School
School in 1916 and restructured as a Su ffl e for Boys

"Military School for Boys" two years e, o o
later, featuring militarystyle
regimentation, field maneuvers, and

rlﬂel’y Hobart G. T;\:m:tdll.ul.un

11 Main Street

and

A 1921 advertisement for Suffield School in
Cosmopolitan Magazine

In 1937 the school was renamed Suffield Acadeihis nowconsidered among the country's
premier coeducational independent schools.

The first building of the Institute was the Old South Buildingstood on the property thist

now the grounds of the. 8ent Legare Library The town of Suffield, owing to a lgnhistory of
libraries, had begun the process in 1894 to erect a new public lidraiy drew the attention of
Sydney A Kent, a Connecticut Literary Institute graduate and Chicago businesémnalient
offered the town $35,000 to buillde new libraryunder the provision that he could dedicaie

the name of his parentdVith the assistance of his funds, the town purchased the property from
the Institute, and in 1897, begdre new library's construction with the demolition of Old South
Its archtect was Chicagbased Daniel BurnhanOn November 1, 1899, it the new building

was christened and dedicated as the Kent Memorial Library.

In 1974, the town of Suffield moved the Kent Memorial Library to its present location at 50
Main St., and the Acadegnpurchased the property backfter a sizable addition was made to
the back of the library, it was renamed th&&nt Legare Library in 1976The other buildings
created during the years of the Institute were Memorial Hall (1854), Fuller Hall (1886hea
North Hall (late 19th century), whicdat behind Fuller and Memorial and was demolished in
the 1930s.

! Abstracted from:http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suffield_Academy



During the Headmaster tenure of AppletorSe¢averns, the Academy saw a visible change in its
campus Brewster Hall, The Infirmary, Holcomb Halind Perry Gymnasium were all added in
the 1950s Also, muchneeded renovations and modernizations were made on Fuller and
Memorial, the most dramatic being that of Fuller, where details such as its 4th floor, front
veranda, dining hall, and ornate Victmmiembellishments were replaced with simpler windows,
a third floor, Cupola, offices for administration, and other architectural shifts characteristic of
postwar modernism.

From History of Hartford County, Connecticut, 1633928

The privateschools of the 1800s, it has been seen, were the result of insufficient and inefficient
elementary district schools. In the madntury, lack of schds of higher grade caused aeaues

to be established in various towns; as "academies" they disappetredergvolution of the

high school. During the latter decades the overcrowding of high schools and the distinct
improvement in "boarding” and private daghools, separately for the sexes, is one cause of th
modern adaptation of the sewary schools oivhich Hartford County has several of national
repute. They should be grouped here, tersely, in the order of their seniority:

The Suffield School at Suffield, with its junior school for boys, was the Connecticut Literary
Institution, under the auspices betConnecticut Baptist Education Society, when in 1833 it was
opened in the upper rooms bktCenter School with Rev. Hay Ball as principal. The first
building ("South™) was built for $6,000 the next year and the trustees were the corporators, the
lastsurvivor of the first board being Albert Day of Hartford. The state gave aid with $7,000 in
1840 and a separate building for girls was erected in 1845. The first years were the story of the
devotion of the Baptist clergy and the zeal of the laity througtiee state. Many memho

became prominent in plib life were among the graduates. With changing conditions, old ideals
were retained, and the school continues to furnish high school service for thehtmugh girls

are not now accomngated in the boding school. The location, the former Gideon Granger
farm, near the typical village green, is ideal. There are se¥iestacres of land, including the
fertile farm. In addition to the gymnasium and the faculty house there are three main buildings.

Whenin the 1880s many prit@ schools were obliged to @end because of the development of
the high schools, the Suffield School, which had enjoyed high prestige under Dr. E. Benjamin
Andrews, took on new life, in 1899 sold its first building to the towrafeite for the splendid

Kent Memorial Library, became interdenominational and, in the principalship of Ralph K.
Bearce and with Charles C. Bisselbgiman of the Executive Comrtee, raised $50,000, about
onethird of it in Suffield. The old Middle Schoolvith ample provision for boarding pupils, was
rededicated in 1908. More funds were forthcoming and in 1912 the present name was adopted.
Benefit was derived from the extension plan of the Baptist denomination, including a $150,000
endowment and $50,000rfa new boys' dormitory, with $2,500 in scholarships from the
Connecticut Baptist Convention.. . Rev. Dr. Brownell Gage ithe present [in 1928]

headmaster.

2 History of Hartford County, Connecticut, 163928: Being a Study of the First Makers of the Constitution and the
Story of Their Lives, of Their Descendants, and of All Who Have Comd, €blrles W. Burpee, S. J. Clarke,
publisher, 1928, Chicagp, 842
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Some Notes on My Fatheis Time at Suffield School

My father isWillard Franklin Mason(1916 to 1996) He attended Suffield School for grades 7 through
12 (from 1928 to 1934), first at Suffield Junior School and then at Suffield Senior School. In 1987, he
sharedwith mea few of the experiences he had at Suffield School. | believe that these experience
provide a rareglimpseinto the school during that period. | hope you agree. Franklin P. Mason

At Suffield Senior School, my father was the fissting catcher on the baseball team. (See
Below.) Being a catcher requires strong legs and my fathdwedan strengthening his legs by
doing many deep knee bends. My father attributed the good condition of his legs in later life to
that period. My father was a proficient catcher. For a period of time, he caught for a semi
professional pitcher to helpetpitcher work out.

Even as a senior in high school, my father weighed only 135 pounds. At 5 feet 10 inches, he was
quite slim. Therefore, he could not compete in football with his heftier classmates. He was,
however, on the thirdtring team, and he gyed the sport.

In his first years of high school, my father was also on the-ttiidg basketball team. Then, in

his senior year, my father was asked to join the-&tishg team, which he did. However, a few

weeks after joining the team, my fativeas asked by his physics teacher to do the lighting for a
play (ARiders of the Seao). My father deci de
quit the basketball team and did the lighting for the play. They had no rheostats. Therefore, t

dim the lights, my father had to rig up a voltage drain of some sort. He rigged up-likaster

resistance wires. When he had to dim the lights, he channeled some of the power to the resistor
wires. Thus, he was surrounded by glowing wires that betcareasingly hotter as the lights

for the play became progressively dimmer!

My father was always trying to find ways to earn money. Some jobs he did as part of his
scholarship. These jobs included waiting on tables and going into town each day fo thiek u
mail from the school s post office box.

But other things he did to earn pocket money. For example, my father learned how to make
simple, onetube radios from an upper classman. The possession of a private radio was against
the rules at SuffieldTherefore, underground radios were in high demand. When the upper
classman graduated, my father took over the business. My father sold the radios for $6.00 each.
That was a lot of money in those days, so my father would allow the boys to pay foadiasr

$2.00 per month for three months. If anyone fell behind in their payments, my father would
repossess the radio. If the boy complained, my father would tell the boy to report him. Because
ownership of a radio was against the rules, no one everTdie radios were made with used

parts taken from old radios that my father bought in lower Manhattan, when he was home on
vacati on. [ My fatherdéds parents | ived in New
school on the train several at a timEhe radios in those days were very bulky; therefore, it was

a bit of a struggle to transport them by train. My father disassembled the-tlthsiradios

removing the tubes and tuners. He then made new radios and put them in cigar boxes with an
earplone and a wire coming from the box. The wire was used to attach the radio to the metal
bed springs of the dormitory beds. The springs acted as an antenna. The radios that my father
made could pick up several stations including WBZA from Springfield selasusetts. [WBZA

was one of the first radio stations in the nation, and it was very well known at that time.]

My father also learned to develop and print film. It was partially a hobby but mainly another
way to earn spending money. The other boys wbritdy their film to my father to be



processed. He did do some experimenting as a photographer also, however. For example, he did
time exposures to photograph indoor scenes in the dormitory and the gymnasium.

Before my father got into the radio busindss had a crystal set radio. One afternoon in 1929,

he was | ate for class so that he could | isten
it was against the rules for him to have a radio on campus, when the teacher asked him why he

was late, g father told him the truth. He supposed that because of the event that he listened to,

no further mention was made of the lateness or the rule infraction.

My father recalls that, wh #wasethehheadmaster. Myuf f i el d
fathe recalls him as being very strict and sttaited. In one thing, at least, he was ahead of his

time. Every morning for breakfast he had the kitchen serve oatmeal sprinkled with All Bran

cereal. Itis apparent that no one at Suffield School suffeped donstipation.

Although Suffield School was a private junior high school and high school with boarding
students, it also acted as a public high school for the town of Suffislidof the boarding
students were boys, but the town students were, tigfurath boys and girls. Girls on campus
made for the possibility of social events such as dances. On his own initiative, my father
organized dances, which were held each Saturday night. My father was the disc jockey.

My father graduated from Suffielichool in 1934. (Seelow.)

One real benefit that my father derived from attending Suffield School was that it enabled him to
enter college much more easily than if he had not done so. Because he graduated from a good
private school, he was not requitedtake the New York State Regents examination before he
was admitted to college in the State of New York.

[After my father left Suffield School, he attended the Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn (now the
New York University Polytechnic School of Engimiexg), from which he graduated in 1938. He
went on to have a successful career as an Electrical Engineer.]

3William H. Janesvas a teacher at Suffield School, but he was not the headmaster.
4The Town of Suffieldestablishedts first junior high school in 1934 and built its first senior higtngol in 1939.






