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Ellen Otley 
Franklin P. Mason II 

Note:  Please refer to Appendix B for many of the documents referred to in this essay. 

The surname ñOtleyò is derived from the place name ñOtleyò in Yorkshire, England.   

The town of Otley1 is very ancient indeed.  The place name ñOtleyò has two parts: the Saxon name ñOttoò 

and the word ñleahò, which means a ñwoodland clearingò in Old English.  The town name was recorded 

as Ottanlege in 972 and as Otelai or Othelia in the Domesday Book of 1086. 

The majority of the early development of the town dates from Saxon times and was part of an extensive 

manor granted by King Îthelstan to the See of York.  The Archbishops of York had a residence there, and 

they were lords of the manor.  Their palace was located on the site occupied by the Manor House.  Otley 

is close to Leeds and may have formed part of the kingdom of Elmet.2   

As in other areas of the north, the Norman Conquest largely laid waste this area.  The Saxon church was 

replaced by a Norman one, but this newer church contains much Saxon sculpture.  Thus, in the 11th and 

12th century Otley would have been a loose congregation of buildings around the two focal points of the 

manor house by the bridge and the church.  An important reason for the town's location was a water 

supply, the Calhead Beck, which ran down from Otley Chevin over Whitley Croft, a little East of the 

church and then to the river near the bridge.  

By far the highest concentration of the surname ñOtleyò is in and around Leeds3 and Bradford.4, 56  The 

town of Otley is about 10 miles north of each of these cities.   

However, some time before 1737, there was a small contingent of Otleys in Troutbeck, Windermere, 

Westmorland,7 who later made their way to Heversham8 (by about 1760), and then to Cartmel (by about 

1790).  These three towns are all in modern-day Cumbria,9 which is about 60 miles from Otley.  How 

these Otleys came to be in this area is not known. 

 

  

 
1 Otley - Wikipedia 
2 Elmet - Wikipedia 
3 Leeds - Wikipedia 
4 Bradford - Wikipedia 
5 GBNames 
6 Diffusion of surname OTLEY - Surname Map United Kingdom 
7 Troutbeck, Lakes - Wikipedia 
8 Heversham - Wikipedia 
9 History of Cumbria - Wikipedia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Saxon_settlement_of_Britain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelstan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/See_of_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archbishops_of_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lords_of_the_manor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leeds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elmet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norman_Conquest
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Ellen Otley was born on 03 Feb 1819 in Cartmel,10 Lancashire,11 England.  Ellen Otley was the daughter 

of George Otley (1789-1866) and Esther Sandham (1787-1863).  Her parents were married in January 

1816. 

George and Esther Otley had the following children, all of whom were born in Cartmel: 

Deborah Otley, b. 07 July 1816 

Ellen Otley, b. 03 February 1819 

Esther Otley, b. 22 April 1821 

Ann Otley, b. 09 March 1824 

John Otley, b. 02 July 1826 

Margaret Otley, b. 11 February 1830 

Dorothy Otley, b. 17 December 1833 

Cartmel is an ancient village,12 and it is an exceptionally beautiful place. 

 

 

 
10 Cartmel Village is adjacent to Allithwaite Village, which together are part of the civil parish of Lower Allithwaite:  

Allithwaite - Wikipedia 
11 Cartmel is now in in Cumbria. 
12 Cartmel - Wikipedia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_parish
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lower_Allithwaite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allithwaite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cumbria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cartmel


 

George Otley, Ellenôs father, was born in Cartmel, and he lived in Cartmel at least until 1833 (age 44 

years).  He then moved to Preston, a much larger town 50 miles to the south. 

According to the 1841 England Census, at about age 22 years, Ellen had left home, and she was working 

at The Steamer,13 a hotel in Queenôs Terrace, Fleetwood, Poulton Le Fylde, Lancashire. 

The Steamer was the third public house to be built in Fleetwood and opened in 1840. It gets its 

name from the Ardrossan [Scotland] to Fleetwood [England] Steamer ship. 

Originally, at the back of the hotel were stables and an ostlerôs workshop. The doorway, windows 

and frontage of The Steamer originally matched the houses alongside, with ornate signage above the 

gutter line. The Steamer is on Queenôs Terrace, one of the oldest areas of Fleetwood.  

It is not surprising that Ellen would seek employment in Fleetwood.  Her maternal grandparents, Richard 

Sandham and Dorothy White, lived for many years in Pilling, just a short distance from Fleetwood.  Thus, 

Ellen would have been familiar with the area.  And in fact, the Sandhams (and related families) had lived 

in that general vicinity since, at least, the early 1600s:  Over Wyresdale, Sandside, Stalmine, Out 

Rawcliffe, Skerton, and Poulton-le-Fylde. 

Note:  In 1836 the first building was constructed in the new, planned town of Fleetwood, 7 miles 

north of Poulton-le-Fylde, at the mouth of the River Wyre. Fleetwood was conceived by local 

landowner Peter Hesketh-Fleetwood as a major port and a link for passengers travelling from 

London to Scotland. To achieve these ideals, a rail link was needed and the new town soon had the 

arrival of a railway to the area. A line connecting Fleetwood with Preston was completed in 1840. 

Fleetwood immediately became a major port with the importation of Irish and Scottish cattle.14 

 
13 The Steamer Å Explore the Blue Plaque Trail with Visit Fleetwood 
14 Poulton-le-Fylde - Wikipedia 

https://www.visitfleetwood.info/about/seafront/queens-terrace/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fleetwood
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_Hesketh-Fleetwood
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The Steamer Public House, established 1840, Queenôs Terrace, Fleetwood, Poulton Le Fylde, Lancashire, with 
inset (upper right) showing the sign.  The Steamer is still in operation today (2024). 

On 14 April 1850, at age 31 years, Ellen married James Hildreth, age 24 years, at the Church of Saint 

John, Preston, Lancashire, England.15  As is traditional, the wedding took place in the brideôs home town. 

One might speculate on how Ellen and James met.  As was mentioned, Ellen was born and grew up in 

Lancashire.  Whereas James was born and grew up in Yorkshire, about 65 miles away.  So, how was it 

that they found each other over such a long distance? 

In 1841, James Hildreth lived in Leeds, West Leeds, Yorkshire.  West Leeds is about 11 miles from the 

town of Otley.  Is it possible that, in about 1849, Ellen was visiting distant cousins in the town of Otley? 

Also, as was mentioned, Ellen worked in a public house, perhaps in the kitchen or as a housekeeper.  In 

addition, in the 1851 England Census, James is listed as being a waiter.  If Ellen had been visiting in the 

town of Otley, could Ellen and James have both ended up working in the same public house somewhere 

between West Leeds and Otley?  It is interesting to speculate. 

The coupleôs first child, Mary Jane, was born in in 1850 in Preston.  After the birth of their first child, the 

couple returned to Jamesô old stamping grounds.  The 1851 England Census shows James and Ellen living 

in Pannal, Low Harrogate, Yorkshire. 

The couple then went back to Preston for the birth of their second child, Ann Elizabeth Hildreth, who was 

born in 1853. 

However, they didnôt stay there for long.  In 1855, when Ellen was 36 years of age, the Hildreth family 

lived in London, Middlesex, England.16  At that time, Jamesô occupation was listed as ñHotel Proprietorò.  

It was in London that their third child, James Hildreth, Jr., was born. 

  

 
15 England, Selected Marriages, 1538-1773 
16 1855 James Hildreth, Jr., Baptism Record 



Thus, Ellen and James had the following children born in England: 

Mary Jane Hildreth, b. 05 August 1850, Preston, Lancashire, England 

Ann Elizabeth Hildreth, b. 24 February 1853, Preston, Lancashire, England 

James Hildreth, Jr., b. 22 September 1855, London, Middlesex, England 

This ends one phase in the lives of Ellen and James Hildreth and their children. 

The next major phase begins in 1856/1857, when the Hildreth familyðJames, Ellen, and their three 

childrenðemigrated from England to America. 

At that time, it was common practice for the father of the family to go to America first to become 

established and then for the mother and children to follow soon after.  Apparently, that is what happened 

with the Hildreth family.  James travelled first and Ellen and the children followed.  No record can be 

found for Jamesô voyage, however, there is a record for Ellen and the children traveling on their own.   

Ellen and the children made the voyage on the ship City of Washington,17 arriving in New York City on 

06 October 1857 with Captain Peter Conrad Petrie in command.18  Typically, in 1857, a voyage across the 

Atlantic required about 10 days.  In October of 1857, Ellen was 38 years of age, Mary Jane was 7, Ann 

Elizabeth was 4, and James, Jr., was just 2.   

 

Picture of the ship City of Washington,19 built 1855, wrecked off Cape Sable, Florida in 187320 

 
17 City of Washington, Inman Line 
18 Jules J¿rgensen - A lot in our 107th Auction 
19 The Screw Steam Ship City of Washington 2380 tons 450 horse power, the Property of the Liverpool & Philadelphia Steam 

Ship Company | Royal Museums Greenwich 
20 Cape Sable - Wikipedia 

https://www.norwayheritage.com/p_ship.asp?sh=ciwas
https://uhren-muser.de/en/archives/107/56000
https://www.rmg.co.uk/collections/objects/rmgc-object-110900
https://www.rmg.co.uk/collections/objects/rmgc-object-110900
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cape_Sable


Ships like the City of Washington had various accommodations:  First Class and Second Class cabins for 

more affluent travelers and Steerage Class for the less so.   

Ellen and her children traveled by Steerage Class. 

Steerage refers to the lowest possible category of long-distance steamer travel. It was available to 

very poor people, usually emigrants seeking a new life in the New World, chiefly North America 

and Australia. In many cases, these people had no financial resources and were attempting to escape 

destitution at home. Consequently, they needed transportation at an absolute minimum cost. In 

many cases they provided their own bedding and food. Steerage was very cramped and there was 

hardly any room for fresh air to get there. The poor conditions and the very long voyages could 

contribute to en route deaths of passengers in steerage.21 

It is difficult to imagine what it must have been like for Ellen, ten days in the stench and noise of  

Steerage with inadequate food, with no proper place to sleep, and with three small children, one of whom  

was still in diapers! 

 

Depiction of the Steerage of a ship, showing a somewhat idealized version of the accommodations. Most often, 
the Steerage was very crowded with a mass of humanity. 

 

  

 
21 Steerage - Wikipedia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steerage


After arriving in America and being processed at Castle Garden,22 it would seem that the Hildreth family 

first settled in New Jersey. 

Almost exactly one year after Ellen arrived in America, and when Ellen was 39 years of age, James and 

Ellen had their fourth child. 

George Otley Hildreth, b. 02 October 1858, Rahway, Union, New Jersey, USA 

Then, very unfortunately, on 05 March 1860, shortly before her tenth birthday, Mary Jane Hildreth died.  

She died in Rahway, New Jersey of Scarlatina (Scarlet Fever).   

Some time in the years that followed, the Hildreth family moved to Manhattan. 

The 1870 US Census shows the family living in New York City in the 19th Ward, District 1 (mid-town 

Manhattan).  

Between 1875 and 1883, it seems that the Hildreth family spent time in both Wilmington, Delaware and 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  (The two cities are only 30 miles apart.  Thus, it seems feasible for one to do 

so.)  For example, James is listed as a ñPainterò in each of the 1875, 1876, 1877, 1878, and 1883 

Wilmington City Directories. 23  And he is listed, also as a ñPainterò, in the 1882 and 1883 Philadelphia 

City Directories.  In addition, he is listed as a ñHouse Painterò in 1880 Philadelphia US Census.24 

A major change occurred in the life of the Hildreth family in 1883.  James Hildreth founded the Hildreth 

Varnish Company in New York City.  From then on the Hildreths lived in New York City. 

It was some time after that (and certainly by 1889) that Ellen and James moved into 286 Amity Street in 

Flushing.  From that time, until 1924, one or another of the Hildreth family would live in that home.  

Refer to Appendix A for more information. 

 

 
22 Castle Garden: Where Immigrants Came Before Ellis Island | The New York Historical 
23 1875, 1876, 1877, 1878, and 1883 Wilmington City Directories 
24 1882 and 1883 Philadelphia City Directories and 1880 Philadelphia US Census 

https://www.nyhistory.org/blogs/castle-garden-where-immigrants-first-came-to-america


  
Hildreth home in Flushing, showing Ellen Otley 
Hildreth (right) on the front porch 

James Hildreth, Sr., and Ellen Otley Hildreth 

 

   

Children of James Hildreth, Sr., and Ellen Otley Hildreth:  Ann Elizabeth Hildreth, James Hildreth, Jr., and 
George Otley Hildreth.  (Mary Jane Hildreth died in 1860, before these photographs were taken.) 

 



James Hildreth died in 1903.  He and Ellen had been married for 53 years, and they had been through so 

much change together in England and America. 

After her husbandôs death, Ellen went to live with her daughter, Ann Elizabeth Hildreth Mason, for some 

of the time and with her son, George Otley Hildreth, for some of the time.  During this time, Ellen was 

often surrounded by her five grandchildren, Helen Otley Mason Knappmann (b. 1883), Willard Cassidy 

Mason (b. 1885), Gertrude Hildreth Mason (b. 1889), Norman Evans Hildreth (b. 1887), and Kenneth 

Evans Hildreth (b. 1890) and one great grandchild, Helen Elizabeth Knappmann (b. 1908). 

 

1908 Four generations:  Ann Elizabeth Hildreth Mason (54), Ellen Otley Hildreth (89),  
Helen Elizabeth Knappmann (6 months), and Helen Otley Mason Knappmann (25) 

Unfortunately, on Christmas Day, 1909, Ellen fell and broke her right hip, which gave her 

problems thereafter.   

Ellen Otley Hildreth died on Sunday, 23 October 1910.  She was 91 years of age.  Ellen died at the home 

of her daughter Ann Elizabeth at 722 Chauncey Street in Brooklyn.   

Ellen was buried in the family plot at the Wilmington & Brandywine Cemetery in Wilmington, Delaware. 

 



 

1910 Ellen Otley Hildreth monument in the Wilmington & Brandywine Cemetery in Wilmington, Delaware 



Summary:  Ellen Otley Hildreth lived in the following places after she and her husband immigrated 

to America. 

With her husband, James Hildreth 

1858:  Rahway, New Jersey (birth if George Otley Hildreth) 

1860:  Rahway, New Jersey (death of Mary Jane Hildreth) 

1870:  New York City:  Ward 19, District 1, which is midtown Manhattan (US Census) 

1878:  266 Jackson Street, Wilmington, Delaware (Wilmington City Directory) 

1880, 1882, 1883:  North 1941 Camac Street,25 Philadelphia (City Directories and US Census) 

1883:  811 W 8th Street, Wilmington, Delaware (Her son, George Otley Hildreth, also lived there.) 

1884:  178 Broadway (Varnish Company listing) 

1889:  Flushing, Queens, Long Island (presumably 286 Amity Street) (New York City Directory) 

1892:  Flushing, Queens (presumably 286 Amity Street) (New York State Census) 

1900 and 1903:  314 Quincy Street, Brooklyn (near Ann Elizabeth at 329 Quincy Street)  (US Census  

                           and Obituary for James) 

With her daughter, Ann Elizabeth Hildreth Mason 

1905:  412 Putnam Avenue, Brooklyn (and with her son James Hildreth, Jr.) 

1910:  139 Chauncey Street, Brooklyn (and with her granddaughter Helen Mason Knappmann) 

With her son, George Otley Hildreth 

1910:  286 Amity Street, Flushing, Queens 

With her daughter, Ann Elizabeth Hildreth Mason 

1910:  722 Chauncey Street, Brooklyn (Death Record and Obituary) 

 

  

 
25 Camac Street is a North-South alleyway between 12th and 13th Streets in Center City Philadelphia.  North 1941 Camac 

Street is located just north of present day Temple University.  Temple University was founded in 1884 by the Baptist minister 

Russell Conwell and his congregation at the Grace Baptist Church of Philadelphia, then called Baptist Temple. 



Appendix A:  The Hildreth Home at  

286 Amity Street 

The Hildreth extended family lived at 286 Amity Street in Flushing, Queens from some time after 1883, 

when James and Ellen Hildreth purchased the home, until at least 1924 (about 40 years) upon the death of 

George Otley Hildreth.  See the 1900 map of Part of Ward Three Flushing in Appendix B. 

 

1893 Hildreth family home at 286 Amity Street, Flushing Queens, showing  

Ellen Otley Hildreth (extreme right) on the front porch 

 



James and Ellen Hildreth resided in the home from about 1883 to before 1900:  Then, George Otley 

Hildreth and his family resided in the home from about 1900 until 1924, when George died.  In addition, 

Ellen Otley Hildreth resided in the home for a short time in 1910 just before her death. 

At that time, Amity Street was a lovely suburban area.  The home itself, at number 286, was on about one-

third of an acre, and it was within easy walking distance (about four blocks) to Main Street, which was the 

principal shopping district. 

 

1905 A typical view of Amity Street, Flushing, Queens 

 

  



Very unfortunately, over the years, Amity Street has seen dramatic change, such that it is totally 

unrecognizable 100 years later.  A subway was installed in 1924, and many of the street names were 

changed.  It would seem that the current address of 144-30 Roosevelt Avenue in Flushing is about where 

286 Amity Street used to be. 

 

2024 144-30 Roosevelt Avenue, the approximate location of the former Amity Street  

 

Below are a few references that show the changes to that area of Flushing. 

MAIN STREET, Flushing - Forgotten New York 

Queens Neighborhoods - Map Collections | Map Collections 

Subway Excavation on Amity Street | Queens Public Library Digital 

Amity Street, Station 9+25, [Flushing], Queens | NYHS Digital Collections 

(5) Facebook 

 

 

 

https://forgotten-ny.com/2010/10/remember-the-main-main-street-in-queens/
https://mapcollections.brooklynhistory.org/topic/queens-neighborhoods/
http://digitalarchives.queenslibrary.org/browse/subway-excavation-amity-street-0
https://digitalcollections2dev.nyhistory.org/items/37664-amity-street-station-925-flushing-queens
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=2177830295684328&id=519902318143809&set=a.1144225105711524


Appendix B:  Documents 

 

 

                  Path taken by the Otley family from Troutbeck from before 1737 to Heversham in about 1757 to Cartmel in about 1789. 

 



 

The town of Otley is about 10 miles north of each of the cities of Leeds and Bradford. 

 

 



 

                                              1851 Geographical distribution of the Otley surname within Great Britain in 1851, showing the  

                                              greatest concentration in and around Bradford.  The town of Otley is 10 miles north of Bradford. 26 

 

 
26 GBNames 

https://apps.cdrc.ac.uk/gbnames/


 

 

 

1816 George Otley and Esther Sandham Marriage Record in Preston, Lancashire. 

 

 



 

1833 Dorothy Otley Baptism Record, showing that George Otley still lived in Cartmel in 1833 

 

 



 

1789 to 1833 ñFamily Bibleò Birth Records for the Otley Family.  (Sarah Ann, born 1847, is a grandchild not a child of George and Esther) 

 



 

                       1841 English Census for George Otley, showing George and Esther (Sandham) Otley and two of the younger daughters living on  
                       Harrington Street in Preston, Lancashire.  Ellen Otley had left home by 1841. 



 

1841 England Census for Ellen Otley, showing her as a Female Servant (FS) at the Steamer Hotel in Queens Terrace in Fleetwood, Poulton Le Fylde, 
Lancaster [Fleetwood on Wyre, Thornton27] (composite of pages 23 and 24) 

 

 

 
27 Thornton, Lancashire - Wikipedia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thornton,_Lancashire


 

1841 England Census for James Hildreth in his parentsô home in Leeds, Yorkshire.  James Hildreth was just 15 years of age in 1841. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                                                       1850-04-14 James Hildreth and Ellen Otley Marriage Record 

 

 

 



 

1850-05-05 Mary Jane Hildreth Birth Record, Preston, Lancashire 

 

 

 

 



 

1851 England Census for James and Ellen Hildreth in the Ellis Building, Pannal, Low Harrogate, Yorkshire 

 

 



 

1851 England Census for George Otley in Preston Lancashire (composite) 

 

 



 

1853-Apr-17 (born 1853-Feb-24) Ann Elizabeth Hildreth Baptism Record, Preston District of All Saints, Lancashire 

 


