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Henry Blackman Sell was a great man, and he had a great heart. In one way or anthehneldehe
lives of every member of the Leckie familggophia Leckie and her six childémBessie, Jennie, Bill,
Johnny, Agnes, and Jimmy.

Henry Sell was born in Wisconsin, but he was descended from some of the first English
and Dutch families to settle in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, and
New Jersey?

Henry Sell was born i6t889. Tereforehe was well establishdedly t he mi d 19306s, w
associated with the Leckie#n fact, he wawerywell established: He had been a newspaper editor
and a magazine editor, and he had his,@uMacessfuhdvertising agency.

So how did Henry Sell meet the Leckies?

The first Leckie who Henry Sell met was Janet (Jennie) Lecleéanie moved to New York City in

early 1935 in the depths of the Great Depressidennie was intensely intelligenhdashe had a

bachel or6s degree. I n addi ButiolD35timds wereviaugh, Sy o U n g
she took the best job she could find. And thatjoloild transformher life, as well as the lives of her

entire family The job she found was as a dance teaghan Arthur Murray dance studto.

Henry Blackman Sell in 1925 Janet Thompson Leckie in about 1940

I Every memberxecept for John Taylor Leckie, Sr.

2 For ahistory of the Leckie family,afer to the essajOur Leckie / Irvine Grandparerits

Franklin P. Mason II, 2029

31t is strange to tell, but Henry Blackman Sell is a cousin (several times over) of Willard F. Mason, husband of Agnes A.
Leckie Mason. Nmne knew of this relationship until 2020 when it was discovered by the author of this essay, who is thus
also a cousin of Mr. Sell. What a happy circumstance! RetéetessayiThe History behind the Blood Relationship

between Henry Blackman Sell anchRklin Pierce Mason dl .

4 Arthur Murray had opened his first dangtadio in NYC in 1923 on 43 Street.



Henry Sell, editor of Atop flight social and f:
(in the best sense of the phrase), knew everyone, including Arthur Murray. Henry Sellinad bee
associated with Arthur Murray since, at least, 1932. Mr. Sell and his wife, Ann, had even taken dance

|l essons at Arthur Murrayds dance studio in 193:
Tango dancer.

fiMr. Sell had something of flair fattrec t i ng what nowadays araendleal | ed
was retained in the Depression to fill the large public rooms of the then new Védasdoria and other
hotels with attractive persous.

Because of these proven abilities, Mr. Sell was chosen to do the advertising and promotion for a new,
luxurious hotel in Bermuda called tkxastle Harbor Hotel. The hotel opened orNaiember 1932.
However, Mr. Sell was in Bermuda as early as Decemi&931, while the hotel was still under
construction, laying the groundwork for the grand opening to be held almost a year later.
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Map showing the location of Bermuda, about 775 miles from New York City
(and about 3500 miles from London or from Paris)

5 New York Times obituaryQctober 25, 1974, p. 42
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Castle Harbor Hotel about 1932

To be successful as a new, destination hotel, the hotel needed to be popular with people who could
afford to go there. Therefore, the hotel needesktnto be popular from the very beginning. That is,
the rooms neededtobefdln d t h e e sanmeningedesl to beweleattended and to be
enjoyably, even exciting. Mr. Sell had various ways of achieving those goals, one of whicthwas to
people to be in attendance and to enjoy themsélves.

Some of the people Mr. Sell hired were teachemmfroAr t hur Murrayo6s dance st
AA feature of these [hotel] gal as wadsyoundyanddanci

BN

as gracious as™they were graceful .o

Jennie was, almost certainly, one of those gracious and graeefule, because she was a frequent
visitor to Bermuda. Jennie traveled there as early as August of 1935, shortly after
being hired as a dance teacher.

Mr. Sell began to visit Bermuda in 1931, and he continued to do so until, perhaps\\9&6 he

wentto BermudaMr. Sell usually took the shiplonarch of BermudaJ e nni ebés fir st tri
was in 1935. WhenJenniewent to Bermuda, shalso took passage on that ship, but she also traveled

on theMonarchd sister ship, th€@ueen of BermudaBoth ships were both built in 1931, and in their

heyday, they were both true luxury linéfs.

6 By using this ploy, Mr. Sell turned a potential disaster into a smashing success. Tadi@dsor Hotelwhich was in
the middle of nowher@penecat t he hei ght of the Great Depression, and
7 A Talent forLiving, The Story of Henry Sell, An American Originkinet Leckie, 1970, Hawthorne Books, Inc.,
p. 141.
8The order of events is not clear. That i s, it is wuncle
the WaldorfAstoriaor first at the Castle Harbor Hotel. Notieless, this ploy was used in both places, and it worked
very well in both places.
% For more information oall of the travels of the Leckie family to Bermuda, refer to the e8®ay Leckie / Irvine
Grandparets , Franklin P. Mason |1 2020.
0 Totally coincidentally, the Queen of Bermuda was sold to the Greek Line in 1958, and she was rengn&&the
Arkadia In 1963, the€).S.S. Arkadiavasengaged in thBremerhaverQuebeeMontreal servicéhowever, at that time,



The ship Monarch of Bermudabout 1931

So, Mr. Sell and Jennie met, either in NYC (at the dance studio) or in Bermuda (at one of the galas).
They met because she was who she was and because she was employed as a teacher by Arthur
Murrayos dance studio. The rest, as they say,

Shatly after they met, Jennie went to work full time for Mr. Sell. This was the beginning of a
collaboration that would last for the rest of their lives.

Jennieds first maj o/itampgPlgi’ect with Mr. Sell was

In 1936, Henry Sellwas askedltoo o k 1 nt o promoting fAsomething th
Knowing little about them, Sell had told the client some research would be necessary before giving an
answer and proceeded to hire a small group of college graduates to visit universitees/arkeon
vitamines Was going on. 0

Heading up the research team were Jennieaa®tond Leckie, WillianB(ll ) Leckie. By the time the
beginning research was complete, Mr. Sell, Jennie, and Bill were so enthusiastic about the potential of
vitamins n human health, and as a business opportunity, that they decided to start a vitamin company
of their own. After a year of intensive work, they had created a company, produced a product, and
named it Vitaming’lus It was the first vitamimineral producto be sold directly to the public.

she was not quite the luxury ship she had been in the 1980d)in 1963, the author, traveled on tiigS.SArkadia
from Montreal to Bremerhaven on my way to Minster, Germany for my Kalamaallege study abroad experience!!!
11 Refer to the essalhe Story of VitaminBlus 1936 to 194pFranklin P. Mason }12020.

12 A Talent for Living, The Story of Henry Sell, An American Origipal 83.
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Vitamins Plus advertisement (detail) from 1937

Thus, the principal players in the development and sales of Vita&hissvere Mr. Sell, Jennie, and
Bill. For four year§ from 1936 to 1948 those three lived, breathed and dreamed VitaiRins

However, additional Leckies also got into the act. For exarkfilgbeth (Bessier Betty) Leckie

Peck became a principal-gtore sales associate. Mr. Sell had arranged with Bernard Gimble (the

owner of Gimbles Department StareMidtown Manhattam nd an ol d f rtostuda of M
free-standingboothat the intersection of two busislesin the cosmeticglepartment Bessie manned
thebooth. But, perhaps, more importantly, she trained the Gimbles salesgirls on how to promote and
sell the product with confidence. Bessie, because of her direct dealing with customers, was also able to
develop sales materials that weeed in other stores across the country.

Two additional Leckied John (Johnny) Leckie and James (Jimmy) LeElaéso joined the Vitamins
Pluscompanyas salesmenThe 1940 U.S. Census shows the followidgnnie was listed as

AExecutive, ViitMamiageo, Bilktlmwaso, Vohamynsas ai
Ji mmy was ASal esman, Vitaminso.
So, by1940 all the Leckie siblings (except for Agnes,whom} mor e | ater) were in

immediate circle.

Henry Sell and Vitamin®lustransformed the lives of the Leckie family. Before that association,
Sophia and three of her childéedennie, Bill, and Johnidywere living togetheat 6230 Saunders



Street in Rego Park (Queend)As was mentioned, times were tough. Thus, they werada hard
time making it financially.

VitaminsPluswas a very successful company. Therefore, due to their associatidiiwilell and
the companythe Leckies were also very successful. For exarbpl#940, the family had moved to
14 Sutton Placedith, which was (and is) quite a fashionable address irtanid Manhattan, close to
the East River.

From that time onJennieva s Mr .  $ant mah and clasegbuginess associate. Therefore, she
had a weHpaid, stable job until she retired in 1970

By 1942 thelLeckiechildrenhad gondheir own waysrom S o p h home Ashasbeen mentioned,
Bessie and Agnes weadreadymarried and living with their own families. Bill and Johnny and
Jimmyhadjoined theU.S. ArmedServicesto fight in World War Il, Bill in the Navy, Johnny in the
Army, and Jimmy in the Marines.

However, Jennie remained living with Sophia (or rather now, Sophia continued living with Jennie)
until Sophiabds death in 1958.

13 Bessie was married and living with her husband, Kenneth Peck, on Long Island. Agnes was also married and was living
with her husband, Willard Masom Ossining, New York Jimmywas away at college (Dukéniversity) from 1935 to

1939.

YThenextmajoroder t aking of Mr. Sell and Jennie was Sell ds Spe
Liver Paté Refertotheessdf he Saga o Patés Eranklid B. Masonl€2620. And for the entire story of

their association, refer t& Talent for Living, The Story of Henry Sell, An American Original



Thus far, this essay has discussed the importance of Henry Sell in the Bashad Leckie and in the
lives offive of the six Leckie children. However, Mr. Sell had a deepadfettionaterelationship
with the sixth Leckie child Agnes Leckie Masah aswell.

The relationship between Agnes and Mr. Sell must have begun at a similar time as the Atasins
project in the late 1930s. It seems it was firmly established by 1942 because, beginning about then, at
Christmas ti me, Mr .chi8renlalwintgraoateandédat asla present. Agnesao

Children of Agnes Leckie Mason wearing the coats and hats given to them at Christmas by Henry Sell.
Left: 1942, Willard L. Mason; Right: 1944, Janet T. Mason, Franklin P. Mason, and Willard L. Mason

As with all the Leckie children, Agnes was bgoand graduated from high schoml Cleveland. Then,
from 1932 to 1935, she attended Barnard College in New York City on a full scholarship. Thus, she
was the first of the Lecksto move to NYC.

After attending Barnard, Agnesntinued®to live in the City, andone of her jobsherewas atthe
Coney Island Amusement Park. Somewhere along the way, she had learned the skill and art of
handwriting analysis. And that is what shd ds a job at Coney Island.

That talent was to prove bevery valuable. Mr. Sell became Editorawn & Countrymagazine in
1949. And he would not hire anyone at the magazineowitiaving his/her character analyzed by
Agnes by using handwriting aryais! (A little know trick of the trade by Mr. Sell.)

Mr. Sell believed in handwriting analysis so strongly he had Agnes do analyses of famous people for
publication in Town & Country. One such analysis, that for Victor Borge, is shown below.

15 After a year of teaching in the South of the USA.



Handwriting analysis for Victor Borge: an article written by Agnes Leckie Mason that was
published in Town & Country magazine in January 1954



