THE TALK OF THE TOWN

Notes and Comment

HE man whose like i st missed

I in our time, we often think, = M.
Dacley, that great [nshman whao,

fifty ycars or 5o ago, surveyoed the Amer-
ican secne daily with the calm and irvev-
erefib eve of his creator, Finley Peter
Dunne, Mr. Dooley Eedivivas would
discard the dialect. I grandchildren
prebably talke like John F. Kennedy and
Rishop Sheen, and Deoley would be
the first to understand that readers no
longer care to strugple with a forgotten
Fowkisprache. It would be a relief to him,
toes it must have been s strain to main-
twm the wiy he Lulkoed wfeer twu:nrf-ﬁvc
years of residence outside Ireland, But
he would retain his nHEt}' ti see o the
essentials. Asasaloonkesper, Mr, Dooley
in nig former existence would have re-
semted a civie proposal e open & side-
wealle café across the greet from his own
store simply brcause the giclewall stexnl
at the edge of a park. But Dincley K.
I::frr R:d:i\'i\'uﬁ::l woild qu'hcklj.’ B¢ the
premise for the future in the Parks Com-
misioner’s decision to accept Mr, Hare-
ford"s pencrous pift of $862,500 with

wlich to butld @ twe-stery restaurant in
glas and concrete ar the northwest
comer of Fifty-ninth and Fifth, acros
[ram the Plaza. Central Park i3 com-
pletely surrounded by sidewalks, may-
be six miles of them, and the view from
them into it & wasted entirely on trees,
With & café instead of & vacuum every
two hundred and forty feet, which i
the length contemplated for this one, it
wanld be possible o et in twenty saloons
to the mile and still leave fowr hundred
and eighty feer for fire exics from the
Park, thus giving a ricg of 3 hundred
anl twenty saloons—an unparalleled
adernment to the Jool of the Atlanric,
az M. Dooley might say, dropping back

foor a moment into his ofd speech habits.

*] read in this morning’s Wew York
Tener,” the new Drx-]r_-}' would 53y,
“that Bob Moses, whe welcomed the
contribution to the landscape, said mo
further action by any other city official
wus necesgary—the Parks Commission-
|-r'_t. w::-rd RELRES l,:l.w:I L‘_Blti‘ilt when it was
in conflict with the chairman of the Tri-
borough Brdge Authonty or the chair-
mezn of the Mayor's Committes on
Slum Clearance or the president of the
Worlds Fair, all of which i himsclf,
Beh 1= & man of grear taste—you can
el it by the leoks of the Colissum—
and so iz Mewhold Momis, that's sitting
in for himm while he's |‘|..|u|'i||.gI the Far,
bz wehat do you supposs would happen
if we got a Commigzaner from the
Woest Side? The voters on thar sile of
the Park might want a few saloons an
Centreal Park West thar would be
haadier for them than Wﬂk’iﬂg all the
Wiy to Sherman’s statuc, and then the
readents nn Fifth Avenue in the Sivoes
and Scventics might ask for some, to
make the Avenue a well-lighted street
undl four o'cleck in the morning and
safe For women walking their dogs and
drinks geitng out of tamcals Then
there pnighe be & Commissioner from
Harlem { Parks Commissioner, except
when itz r';"E-:n'\_\, Ba lewer office than
Br_-rnug]] President, which Harlern has
wan already), and this fellow’s con-
stiuents wrould want cafés on the sorth
ade of the Park. All anch man in any
of those districts that wanted to make
a name for himself weould have to do
wenld be present the Parks Depart-
ment with the price of the premises, And
in time there will be 2 Puerto Rican
Commzsionser, wanting joints for e
northwest and northeast borders of the
Park, and maybe a Yorkville Commis-
Eiunr::r t]:nu.t '\-‘-I-” I:ulcn.' LLE ||{ I'J'll_' F.;:?\.'I.
Eightics and Mnetics with Sierstuben
elbow to elbow down as far as the Met-
ropolitan Muscum, which hag a temper-
ance restaurant ingide it already, All
they will have to do to man them is find
concessinnaires that promise not to make

any TNoney, amel that i casy o ﬁn.:l
ones that promise, 1 mean, At last, if
things go right, there will be ne need for
anphedy to o inte the Park at all, and
maybe get mugged, Everybody will just
go to the edge and @t down and
have a beer, or a Daiguin, or some to-
rato juice spiked witt a mixture of
c]rf_m]_wgnh and tﬁql.il"ﬂ., mmrding to the
neighborhood, and the children can eat
potatn chips, As soon asthers 1= no fur-
ther use for ehe Park except for expres-
thnway bypasses, s people cn get
away from it, the City can buy it from
itself ar a third of its valuee and cut it up
inta Title T projects and sell them o
people who want 1o build aparoment
heuses at Aftecn hundrec dollars a room,
pounting hreakfasr nooks™

]}l,u,ltr:,-rs‘ $l;,r.u;ig|'|'l. e Mr, Hennes-
gy, also R., might then agk, “[s it true,
do you think, Dooley, that a Parks
Cemmissioner can accept in the name
of the city a gift to pur en park land
anything he has a liking waf ™

g fﬁ.” I:ln:n-nh}' woull have to FE|I|J.'.
“Moses 1 the one who said . A pool
hal, or a shooting gallery, or & muscum
full of porcelain pickle™

“Or a brewery?™ Hennessy mighe
ask.

SO a brewe |‘].'1“ T}r_ultey weoahid BV,
45 long as the concesshnaire promised
not tn make any money out of it

Gonrmet

IL,'S“]‘ the other day, we were t-r-llf_n_g
! you about a process tat the MNanonal
Czsh Register people bave developed,

by means of which liquids can be turned

ines powder form, and cocktals (o cite
on= of the more 1:ig|:l.|'n::u1.r1i .:].].lplil.‘::].-
twons of the pnnaple } cen thus be eaten,
not drenk; now we'd like to tell you
about a procoss that the prowean Henry



Chur cup runneth over™

&cll has developed, by means of which
fond in powder form can be turned
into liquids, and complete meals can
thus be drunk, not eaten. "The newly
sepruagenarian Mr, Sell, wha s the edi-
wir of Tows & Country, an authority
Qi Bu_I_T;l]_u Bju.;l.rIIJ.'I.'iI.FI1II'iII5|.'IJ'Id the sue=
cessful packer of tinned guinea hen, liver
patt, and ham hash, was reported in this
MATAINE S pwelye years ago o be
hard at work on “Froject X ... a super=
fod . . . high in all nutritive elements
cxcept calories.”™ We're glad to say that
the intervening years have not been
wasted, and that Mr, Sell has just had
ws up o his food laboratory, in the
Heckscher Building, for & delicious and
sustaining meal thar consisted entirely of
snlutions of Project X, The third mem-
her of our luncheon party was a Sell
vice-president, Iir. Janet Leckie, who
looks 2 pond vaenty vears younger than
her boasted fftyr=two and i3 therefore an
ideal advertisement for Sell products, Se,
for that matter, & Sell, who s tnm of
ﬁgurgz and quick of moVemene, and
wha, pedometer clipped in place, wften
makes his way te lunch at Le Pavillon
by way of a brisk five-mile hike throogh
Central Park.

The pro-tem Sell dining soom was
furnished with a couch, easy chairs, a

dusk, a snk, a cupboard, and » wde-
board, When we inguired about Project
X, Mr. Sell extracred from a drawer of
the desk a little, multicedored cnvelupe
whnse lahel hore the not very enticing
legend “Scll’s Low Calorie Dhet—An
[nstant  Formula—mNct “.rmgh‘t 2
Ohunces.” “Formula feeding for adules
was bound to come along snoner or
later, just as it came for nfants,” he
said, to our dismay. “Americans spend
far too much of their time eatng far
LD mul:h_l E_nd \.’phtn tl'l'.'ﬂ_'r' ﬁﬂﬂ]!}' E‘:‘ (1E]
a dier, they have far woo much dif-
ficulty counting calorics—wonderning,
for sxample, if an ‘average scrving” of
steak means two ounces of ten ounces,
and unsually deciding hopefully on the
latter, We'd been waidng for the ideal
moment to annouics our answer to the
problem, and when the Mewopolitan
Life Insurance Company presented its
new weight whles last year, indicating
that desirable werghts for Americans are
something like twenty pounds lower
than sational average weights, we de-
cided the hour was approaching. Then
the pharmaceutical people started put-
ting out various seluble-powder formu-
lus for doctors g preseribe in cases of
ohesity, and it seemed obyvious that
enough people were becoming concerned
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with szving dme and pre-
serving their figures and
ﬂm:'jr hrn It|'| tio ]:-l‘n'nFil!‘l.P'a freg—
ular food market, a= distinct
from a pharmaceutical mar-
ket, for our formula. Tt
went on sale June lst, at
Bloomingdale’s, Gimbel's,
and Abraham & Seraus—a
twvo-hundred=and = pwenty-
five-calore powdered lunch,
at forty cents an envelope.
]I"|1I'|'il‘.‘ MAY We Ly snme Eid

Dr. Leckie proceeded tn
the sidebuard and ture apen
ﬁw‘. L-.n\'n,'-]_npr.", S'imi]zr (1] the
one Mr. Sell had shown us
With the help of a blender,
she mixed the powdery
white contents of the en-
velopes with, severally, plain
ice water, ice water and to-
mato jukce, ice water and
inseant caffce, fce water and
instant cncod, and ieed car-
bonated fresh
strawherries. “Any one of
these combinationz makes an
EAEY ]1:|r|_v:|'| frlrgc'rrrlen:mc- whi
is just vaguely watching his
weight or his ome and
dreads the extra calories of
a bag expense=aceount lunch
or @ goocy sent-up sand-
wich," Th. Leckis said.
A5 for people whao are really anxious
to lose weight, an envelope of this in-
ateael of =pch 1'I'IH'-I|' and annther at hed-
time, plus & leafy-wegetable slad and
samie low-calovie bread sticks, will keep
them under a thousand calories a day
and still give them the minimum nu-
trient requirements set by the Mational
Research Council of the United States
Food and Drug Administration. T'ry =
zip from each mix and tell me which
you'd prefer for lunch.™

Iir. Leckie poured samples of the
five brews intn jigger glasses, and we
dutifully sipped from each; they all had
a bland, CTELmY, rather maltlike favor,
and we concluded that we liked the to-
mate-juice version best.  Dr. Leckie
pave us a tall plass of the suff, and we
|.1.::-\.\-'[|.ud it awith A wm. .'1I.|_-|.Lr'|.\-'a1"ll| W
stuchicd one of the envelopes, noting that
the formula contamed non-fat dry milk,
defateed wheat germ, milk protein, corn
wil, sugar, primary-grown dry peast, dry
diseatic malt, extract of Trigh meas,
lecithin, vamllin, wamlla, sodiem iron
pyrophosphate, irradiated dry yeast, nia-
cinamide, and ¥itamin-A palmitate.
Again we felt a twinge of dismay, and
we hinted, as politely as possible, that
the Sell formula sounded like the work
of a health-fond nat, and might, if suic—

witer  and



THE NEW YORKER

cessful, spell the doom of gowrmandise.
M. Sell Incked shocked, and Dr. Leckie
rushed to his defense. “Certainly not! ™
she said. “A health-food nut sabalasices
his dier, while Henry halances his. He
feasts an octopus in Venice, on eel in——
weell, in eel country, and on formula n
the office. This &5 the true pourmet
point of view. Everything in propor-
tion.”

“The secvet of a full life," said Sell,
i selectivity,"

Farewell

UTSIDE a Lexngton Avenuc
supermarket the other morning, a
friend of ours listened in on the conver-
zation of A& couple of eight-year-olds
who were waiting around while their
muothers finished their shopping.
“Can you keep a secree?” said one.
“You bet," said the ather,
A very important secretf
“Cross my heart.™
“The most important secret in the
waorld? "’
“1 promize, ™
“Well, on Wednesday I'm going to
run away to Alaska with my dog.”

DM gerre:

HERE™ a firehouse just down

the street from this office, and over
the years we've grown more or les
accugtomed to the din of siren and
bell as the hig red truck went roars
ing in and out. Now sunething new
ard horrendous has been added to the
din—a horn that sounds very much as
if the Chueen Elizabeth were bearing
dewn on West Forgy-third Strect in a
heavy fog. This horn comes as close to
being I:T'IJ]}' ['z.l‘.q:-]i'rlirlg FLET sounid we
know of, and, hieard at cloge quarters,
can make an wnwary pedestoan leap
three fect straight up in the air. Exactly
what 5 the unnerving devicr, and whi
has the Fire Department adopted 38, i
a eity already dizzy with dechels? For
answers to these rather perulamt ques-
tons, we've gone straight to the fire
horse's mouth— Fire Commisioner Ed-
ward I'. Cavanagh, Jr, who oold us
that the dreadful object bears the boyish
name of the Grover T Air Horn, is
svunded by releasng compressed air
threugh a vibraring diaphragm, coscs the
Department rwenty dellars and rwenty-
five cents per ]'ll:n‘rl, has heen gr.adu;l,l_lj'
added to fire-fighting apparatus through-
out the city for the past three years and
is at present installed on sbout a hundred
pieces of apparatus, and will soneday
be standard equipment on all preces ex-
cept chiefs’ cars,

Mr. Cavanngh explained that the
Diepartment hag adopted the Grover T
not in spite of how neisy the city &= but
because of it. *The trouble with the old-
Fashiomed siren in Wew York is thar ies
whining sound becernes diffused among
all the uther =ounds, =¢ it's hard to
make nut what direction it's coming
from,” he said, “If _1'|.||.|'l‘¢ drivirlg in
traffic, especially in winter, with your
windows closed, you can't judge
whether the fire trucks are ahead of
you or behind you. With the air horn,
there's never a moment's doubt. Boop,
boop! The same goes for pedestrians.
One boop and they're on their tocs.
In npen country, the Grover T can be
heard for a diseance of four miles. In
the city, the distance i considerably less,
but what we're after s intensity, not
range.’”

Another objection to aren and bell
sounds, the Commissioner sud, i that
peaple have begome too used to them,
from hearing them constanedy on am-
bulances and police cars as well as on fire
trucks. *T hape people weeer get used o
the Grover T, he said. “We've had a
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certain number of complaints, of course,
People have asked why we can’t he
quicter at might, when they want to
sleep, and when there’s abviously much
less traffic to get through, Well, the
intercating thing 1 that for us the dan-
ger of traffic accdents s much greater
at night than it 15 in the daytime. Snme-
one approaching an intersection at three
o'elock in the morning, say, is unlikely
to slow down, even if he hears a siren
somewhere and reacts to it more alertly
than most people do. Our equipment
has heen in snme had night accidents in
recent years, which I blame on sirens.
Onee, two of our engines, responding
to separate fires very late at night, ar-
rived simultaneously at a certain inger-
sectinn. Lach cngine had its siren going,
but cwing tn that cunbifuaug, difTused
whirning sound  they ]ugt didn®t hear
each other. The trucks whammed into
epch other and overturned, and several
of our men were injured. To make
matters worse, the trucks then caugli
fire, and the sparks =t an adjoimng
building ablaze, That part of the ac-
cident was most embarrassing.  If the

P01 cell you why Pma Republican! Pm g Repubdlican becanse
I swant to keep alive the iwo-pariy system.”



