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Part One

A Personal Reminiscence

Kid Gloves Inc., Westport, Connecticut, 1958 to 1960
A personal reminiscence by Franklin P. Mason
In the fall of 1958, I received a telephone call from our back neighbor in Westport, Virginia Mercier. (My
family lived on Oak Ridge Park, and Francis and Virginia Mercier and their family lived on Otter Trail.)
Mrs. Mercier1 was calling to ask me if I would like to be an instructor at a new venture that she was
involved in called “Kid Gloves, Inc.”. She said that Kid Gloves, Inc. was to be an after-school gym for
boys, specializing in boxing and body building.
I was 16 years old and a scrawny kid (I was 5 ft 8 in. and weighed about 125 lbs.), and I was completely
out of shape. So I thought I would not be qualified for such a job. But after thinking about it for a while,
I decided that because I was a scrawny kid who was completely out of shape, it would be a perfect job for
me. So, I said “yes”, and that was one of the best decisions I ever made.
The people who started Kid Gloves, Inc. were S. Harris Shevelson,2 Lawrence W. Kanaga, Henry R.
Dietrich, Edwin W. Mitchell, and Edward W. Jamison, all of Westport; and John Green of New York City
and James O. Freeman, Jr. of Weston. The first five of these men were well known residents of Westport,
who were very civic minded. For example, several of them had helped to start Little League in Westport
in 1951. And all of them had children who were growing up in Westport.
Harris Shevelson was the editor of Pageant magazine, which he built up to be one of the most popular
magazines of its day. Mr. Shevelson had four children: Ned, Joanne, Mary Lou, and Jimmy. Larry
Kanaga was the president of General Artists Corporation, which had clients such as Perry Como. And he
had been vice-president and general manager of the RCA Victor Record Division, where he had had
clients such as Elvis Presley. Mr. Kanaga had two children: Lawrence W., Jr. (1959)3 and Jill (1961). Ed
Mitchell owned the very successful Mitchells of Westport clothing store. Mr. Mitchell had two children:
John (1957) and William (1961). Henry Dietrich married Elizabeth Pietsch in 1935. With his wife, he
founded and operated Westport Little League in the early 1950s. They had three children: Charles,
Robert, and Edward (1962). Ed Jamison worked for General Electric and later for General Time, which
was the country's top maker of alarm clocks and wall clocks under the brand names Westclox, Seth
Thomas, and Spartus. Mr. Jamison was the vice-president and director of finance at General Time. Mr.
Jamison had three children Lynn (1957), Betty (1960), and Karen (1962).
John Green had been a professional boxer with a record of 126 fights with 122 wins. He also had been a
New York State Boxing Commission referee. Jim Freeman was a former Brown University football star.
He also participated as a light heavyweight boxer in the 1928 Olympics. In addition, during World War
II, Jim was a U.S. Airforce pilot, Lt. Col. Special Services, European Theater. Later, he was a New York
State Boxing Commission referee.
Of course, I didn’t know any of this in 1958. And I don’t remember meeting any of the directors of Kid
Gloves, Inc. (except for Jim Freeman, see below) when I was an instructor there.
Kid Gloves, Inc. was located in Nash’s Barn on Kings Highway North. Nash’s Barn was built before the
Revolutionary War, and it has had a long and varied history. Over the years, Nash’s Barn was assigned
various building numbers. For example, in 1958 it had the address 27 Kings Highway North, and in 2018
it had the address 17 Kings Highway North.
In the early 1940s, Nash’s Barn was converted into a theater with a stage and seating area. Later it was
used as a dance studio, and thus the seating area acquired a hardwood floor. In the early 1950s, another
theater company added a lounge, an office, and a dressing room. That was the condition of the building in
1958 when Kid Gloves, Inc. became its occupant.
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Virginia (Ginnie) Mercier was the office manager of Kid Gloves, Inc. pretty much from its inception.
Tragically, Mr. Shevelson and his wife, Mary Jane, died in an airplane accident on February 4, 1959.
3
The number in parentheses is the year that the person graduated from Staples High School.
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Exterior of Nash’s Barn in 1952

Interior of Nash’s Barn in 1950, showing the stage and seating area

Jim Freeman was the Director (and heart) of Kid Gloves Inc. As
indicated before, Jim had been involved in professional boxing for
many years, as a referee, manager, and promoter.
After I took the job, I always arrived a half hour or so before the
boys. That half hour was great for me because I got to know Jim
somewhat. Jim told me that he had been a pilot in World War II.
(Remember that in 1958, it was only about 12 years after the war
had ended.) As one of his assignments, he flew heavy bombers in
North Africa. He told me that he and his squadron dropped so
many bombs that the debris from the exploding bombs reached the
altitude at which the planes were flying! He told me that they lost
more planes due to the debris than they lost due to enemy fire.
When Jim enlisted, officially, he was too old to be in the military
at all. But he insisted on enlisting, and he proved himself by being
the best of his group of enlistees. That was the way Jim was in
everything he did, at least in my experience.

Jim Freeman in 1959

Jim was very good to me. Every afternoon in
that half hour we had together, he fed me.
Every day he prepared me a cube steak to eat.
I guess he wanted to put some meat on those
skinny bones of mine.
There were many boys who were students at
Kid Gloves, Inc. It was my job to take each
boy on the rounds through the body building
exercises. As we went through the rounds, I
would show each boy how to do the exercise
correctly (which I had learned from Jim
Freeman). Thus, I would work out with each
boy whom I was teaching. And, even though
I never became muscular (I don’t have that
body type.), I became very strong and wiry.
Kid Gloves, Inc. Staff Patch

One of the students at Kid Gloves, Inc. was Michael Douglas. (Remember, this was Westport, after all.)
When Michael Douglas was a student at Kid Gloves, Inc., I was about 16 and he was about 14 years old.
At that time (mid 1959), Michael was living in Westport with his mother, Diana Dill Douglas. (Michael’s
father, Kirk Douglas, was living in California. Michael’s parents had divorced in 1951.)
At first, I was not really aware who
Michael Douglas was. He was just
one of the boys. Then, one day it was
announced that Kirk Douglas was to
visit Kid Gloves, Inc. Then I
certainly knew who Michael Douglas
was! I idolized Kirk Douglas. The
movie The Vikings had just come out
in 1958; and I loved the movie and
its star.
When the appointed day arrived, Kirk
Douglas was shown around the
facility by Jim Freeman. And then
the highlight of the visit: Kirk
Douglas strapped on a pair of boxing
gloves and boxed several rounds with
his son.
Kirk Douglas had starred in a boxing
movie (Champion, 1949). Therefore,
he had some pretty good moves in
the ring.

Kirk Douglas with his sons, Michael and Joel,
in about 1957

Other students at Kid Gloves, Inc. were Daniel, Max, and Peter Shulman, the sons of Max Shulman.4
Unfortunately, I don’t remember much about them. Max Shulman was a famous writer and humorist,
who was best known for his television and short story character Dobie Gillis. He was also the author of
Rally ’Round the Flag Boys (as well as many other works). Rally ’Round the Flag Boys has lots of
Westport connections, and that is why I am mentioning it especially here. It was written in 1957, when
Max Shulman was living in Westport. It is about the Nike missile site in Westport, which was operational
from 1956 to 1963. A movie based on the book came out in 1958, which starred Paul Newman and
Joanne Woodward, who were also residents of Westport (beginning in 1960).
About a year after Kid Gloves, Inc. opened, there was an addition to the staff, a friend of Jim Freeman’s
named William Kidd. When I knew him, Billy the Kid, as he was called, was a punch drunk ex-boxer.
Billy had wanted to be a musician, a trombone player. But he had grown up in a very bad neighborhood
of New York City, where he was being beaten up every day. So he learned the art of self defense and
became a fighter and eventually a professional boxer. When I knew him, he was a super sweet person,
and he was great with the boys. And he still had his trombone with him wherever he went.
In the fall of 1959, Floyd Patterson was looking for a place to train for his rematch against Ingemar
Johansson of Sweden. Patterson had become the World Heavyweight Champion in 1956 by beating
Archie Moore by a knockout in five rounds. However, after successfully defending his title several times,
Patterson had lost the title to Johansson in 1959. Now it was time for a rematch.

4

Max Shulman moved to Westport in 1948, and he lived there, at least, until 1963. He had three sons, Daniel R. (Staples
1962), Max R., Jr. (1963), and Peter and one daughter, Margaret (1963)

Floyd Patterson began training for the rematch near Roaring Brook, New York. But as winter
approached, that facility became too cold. Upon leaving upstate New York, Floyd Patterson chose Kid
Gloves, Inc. for his training facility.
Floyd Patterson arrived with his manager, Cus D’Amato, and his sparring partner, Tommy “Hurricane”
Jackson (and many others in his entourage). The plan was for Patterson to work out in the facility and to
spar in a boxing ring that was to be setup outside on a concrete platform at the side of the building.
So Floyd Patterson began his training at Kid Gloves, Inc.
As with any boxing facility, Kid Gloves, Inc. had a big bag and a speed bag. However, Floyd Patterson
brought his own speed bag, which was much smaller than the one in the facility. The smaller the speed
bag, the faster you can make it go: ba-da-da, ba-da-da, ba-da-da, ba-da-da.
Patterson had the reputation of having the fastest hands of any boxer of his day. When he was working
out with the speed bag, all you could see was a blur.

Floyd Patterson, a blur at the speed bag

As I mentioned, Floyd Patterson’s sparring partner was Tommy Jackson. Jackson was a world-class
boxer in his own right, and he had been a heavyweight contender. In fact, Jackson had fought Patterson
for the World Heavyweight Championship in 1957. Jackson lost, but it was a very close match. Jackson
lost in the tenth round by technical knockout.

Tommy Jackson was chosen to be
Patterson’s sparring partner because
he was the only person who was able
to stay on his feet for more than one
round when sparring with Floyd
Paterson. (Sparring was serious
business; it was not just fun
and games.)
While he was looking for longer-term
accommodations, Tommy Jackson
stayed with my family for several
nights in our home in Westport. I
remember that he was a very large
guy and that he had a gentle manner
despite his massive size.
Tommy “Hurricane” Jackson in the ring with
Floyd Patterson

Several years before Floyd Patterson arrived in Westport, Patterson’s manager, Cus D’Amato, had
associated with some known gangsters. This caused him to be involved in hearings conducted in
September 1959 by a U.S. Senate subcommittee, headed by Estes Kefauver, which was investigating the
connection between boxing and organized crime.
The association of Cus D’Amato with organized crime had nothing whatsoever to do with Floyd
Patterson. However, when it became known that Patterson was training at Kid Gloves, Inc., the headline
in the Westport Town Crier was: “Boxing Gangsters Invade Westport”. That one sensational and totally
misleading headline had an immediate, negative consequence. When Floyd Patterson saw the headline,
he departed from Westport before the day was out,5 thus ending Westport’s opportunity to host the past
and future World Heavyweight Champion.
While all this was going on in the foreground, there was other activity going on in the background. Cus
D’Amato and Jim Freeman (and others) went to Montreal to make plans for the future. Jim felt that he
was finally onto something big. However, unfortunately, just the opposite was the case. On that trip,
something happened as a result of which Jim never returned to Kid Gloves, Inc. Thus, as a result of Floyd
Patterson and Cus D’Amato coming to Westport, Kid Gloves, Inc. lost its founding Director. After Jim
left Westport, I never heard from him or about him again. So, it was a personal loss for me as well.
In 1959, Kid Gloves, Inc. added several key staff members.
In April of that year, Derek Shelton, of New York City, was hired a s a dance instructor. Derek taught
adult classes in social dancing including all the popular steps, including Latin dances.
In August, Edwardo Enrich became the judo instructor. Edwardo was Argentina’s judo champion in
1951. He was a wearer of the black belt, second dan. At Kid Gloves, Inc. he taught judo to boys as well
as to men and women.
After Jim Freeman’s departure, in November of 1959, Louis R. Dorsey took over as the boxing coach.
Lou Dorsey was a long-time and well-loved physical education teacher and coach in the Westport school
system.

5

Patterson moved to a new training facility in Newtown, 30 miles north of Westport.

I did not attend the dance classes. However, Amy Vanderbilt did. (She lived in Weston or Wilton at that
time.) Of course, in 1952, Ms. Vanderbilt had published Amy Vanderbilt's Complete Book of Etiquette.
Well one day, I was waiting for a friend in my car in front of Kid Gloves, Inc. I grew impatient, and I
honked my horn. Ms. Vanderbilt, who was in the building, came rushing out, and told me in no uncertain
terms that honking the horn in that situation was definitely not proper etiquette! To this day, 60 years
later, I have never honked my horn in that manner again.
As an instructor at Kid Gloves, Inc. I was able to take judo classes for free from Edwardo Enrich. I really
enjoyed those classes. I learned how to fall and how to get my opponents to be off balance to encourage
them to fall. One of the things I enjoyed the most was learning how to dive with ease from the stage to
the (former) dance floor onto mats. It was a height of, perhaps, three feet. What a sense of freedom to be
able to dive fearlessly headlong and end up in a graceful forward roll. Another thing that I enjoyed
learning was the 60-second “death hold”. What a great technique for self-defense.
During my time at Saugatuck Elementary School (from which
I had graduated in 1954), Lou Dorsey was my physical
education teacher and basketball and baseball coach.
Therefore, I was very familiar with “Coach Dorsey”. He and I
had an instant rapport in this new situation in which he was my
boss rather than my teacher.

Lou Dorsey and Franklin
Mason in 1954 (composite)

Even though Kid Gloves, Inc. was doing well in the fall of 1959, with many new activities, the loss of Jim
Freeman was still a severe blow. Thus, the founders of the organization decided to sell. Therefore, in
January of 1960, Kid Gloves, Inc. was sold to Anthony Iannone of Stratford. Tony had been a physical
education major at the University of Connecticut, and he was later a protégé of Charles (Doc) Barrett6 of
Columbia University. So, “Kid Gloves, Inc.” became “Anthony’s Health Center & Gym”.
I stayed on after it became Anthony’s. I even got my name in the advertisements for the new
establishment: “Franklin Mason, Physical Fitness for Boys”. I continued my regular duties, and I
enjoyed them as much as ever. Of course, I missed Jim Freeman, however, I had become, and was
continuing to become, very physically fit. I could easily do hundreds of consecutive sit-ups, I was adept
on the free rings and trapeze, I could do muscle-ups, and many chin-ups. In short, I was no longer the
“scrawny kid who was completely out of shape”.
I graduated from Staples High School in June of 1960, and so my job at Kid Gloves, Inc. (then
Anthony’s) came to a natural conclusion after my two years there.
Postscript: I later learned that Anthony’s Health Center & Gym was out of business by October of 1960.

For over half a century, Charles “Doc” Barrett (1877-1954) was a trainer, first at Williams College and then at
Columbia University.
6

Franklin P. Mason in 1960 and in 2010

A History of Kid Gloves, Inc.
Part Two

As Told in Pictures and Newspaper Articles

Kid Gloves Inc., Westport, Connecticut, 1958 to 1960
A history as told in pictures and newspaper articles
Compiled by Franklin P. Mason
Very brief history of Kid Gloves, Inc.
•

Incorporated on 15 October 1958 by a group of civic minded Westporters.

•

First advertisement published 16 October 1958.

•

Classes held in Nash’s Barn (at the head of Nash’s Pond) on Kings Highway in Westport.

•

James (Jim) Freeman was the Director of Kid Gloves, Inc. beginning in October 1958.

•

Death of Harris Shevelson, president of Kid Gloves, Inc. on 04 February 1959.

•

Michael Douglas was a student at Kid Gloves, Inc. His father, Kirk Douglas visited the facility
in 1959.

•

Floyd Patterson trained briefly at Kid Gloves, Inc. in the fall of 1959.

•

Jim Freeman left Kid Gloves, Inc. in October 1959.

•

Last advertisement under the Kid Gloves, Inc. name published on 23 December 1959.

•

Kid Gloves, Inc. sold to Anthony Iannone on 02 January 1960. Kid Gloves, Inc. became
Anthony’s Health Center & Gym.

•

Anthony’s Health Center & Gym was out of business by October 1960 (two years, to the month,
after its formation as Kid Gloves, Inc.).

Nash’s Barn, 27 (now 17) Kings Highway in Westport, the building occupied by
Kid Gloves, Inc. (Picture taken in 1952)

Nash’s Pond, behind Nash’s Barn (Picture taken in 2015)

Certificate of Incorporation for Kid Gloves, Inc.
(The Bridgeport Post, 15 October 1958)

First advertisement for Kid Gloves, Inc.
(Westport Town Crier, 16 October 1958, p 14)

Event sponsored by Kid Gloves, Inc
(Westport Town Crier, 30 October 1958)

Staff patch for Kid Gloves, Inc., 1959

Harris Shevelson, the founder of Kid Gloves Inc., died in a plane crash on
04 February 1959. (The Bridgeport Post, 05 Feb 1959, second page of article)

Advertisement for Kid Gloves, Inc.
(Westport Town Crier, 12 February 1959)

Article regarding the continuation of Kid Gloves, Inc.
despite the death of Harris Shevelson
(Westport Town Crier, 13 February 1959)

Advertisement for Kid Gloves, Inc,
featuring the figure control classes
(Westport Town Crier, 19 March 1959)

Picture of James (Jim) Freeman (center), the director of Kid Gloves, Inc.
(Westport Town Crier, 16 April 1959)

Article on Kid Gloves, Inc.
(19 April 1959, Fairfield County Fair, page 1)

Article on Kid Gloves, Inc., continued
(19 April 1959, Fairfield County Fair, page 7)

Introduction of Derek Sheldon as dance instructor at Kid Gloves, Inc.
(23 April 1959, Westport Town Crier)

Announcement of the Day Camp program
at Kid Gloves, Inc.
(25 June 1959, Westport Town Crier)

Introduction of Patricia McNerney and Elizabeth
Hoffman as Day Camp staff at Kid Gloves, Inc.
(21 May 1959, Westport Town Crier)

Advertisement for the Day Camp program at Kid Gloves, Inc.
(16 April 1959, Westport Town Crier)

Mention of an article in the New York Times about Kid Gloves, Inc.
(02 August 1959, Westport Town Crier)

Introduction of Eduardo Enrich as judo instructor at Kid Gloves, Inc.
(20 August 1959, Westport Town Crier)

Editor’s Note:
Westport was (is) the home of many famous people. Quite a few of those people, and their sons,
were students at Kid Gloves, Inc.
One of the students at Kid Gloves, Inc. was Michael Douglas. (Remember, this was Westport, after
all.) When Michael Douglas was a student at Kid Gloves, Inc., I was about 16 and he was about 14
years old. At that time (mid 1959), Michael was living in Westport with his mother, Diana Dill
Douglas. (Michael’s father, Kirk Douglas, was living in California. Michael’s parents had
divorced in 1951.)
At first, I was not really aware who
Michael Douglas was. He was just
one of the boys. Then, one day it was
announced that Kirk Douglas was to
visit Kid Gloves, Inc. Then I
certainly knew who Michael Douglas
was! I idolized Kirk Douglas. The
movie The Vikings had just come out
in 1958; and I loved the movie and
its star.
When the appointed day arrived, Kirk
Douglas was shown around the
facility by Jim Freeman. And then
the highlight of the visit: Kirk
Douglas strapped on a pair of boxing
gloves and boxed several rounds with
his son.
Kirk Douglas had starred in a boxing
movie (Champion, 1949). Therefore,
he had some pretty good moves in
the ring.

Kirk Douglas with his sons, Michael and Joel,
about 1957

Other students at Kid Gloves, Inc. were Daniel, Max, and Peter Shulman, the sons of Max
Shulman.1 Unfortunately, I don’t remember much about them. Max Shulman was a famous writer
and humorist, who was best known for his television and short story character Dobie Gillis. He was
also the author of Rally ’Round the Flag Boys (as well as many other works). Rally ’Round the
Flag Boys has lots of Westport connections, and that is why I am mentioning it especially here. It
was written in 1957, when Max Shulman was living in Westport. It is about the Nike missile site in
Westport, which was operational from 1956 to 1963. A movie based on the book came out in 1958,
which starred Paul Newman and Joanne Woodward, who were also residents of Westport
(beginning in 1960).

1

Max Shulman moved to Westport in 1948, and he lived there, at least, until 1963. He had three sons, Daniel R.
(Staples 1962), Max R., Jr. (1963), and Peter and one daughter, Margaret (1963)

Floyd Patterson plans to train at Kid Gloves, Inc.
(23 August 1959, Westport Town Crier, article #1)

Floyd Patterson plans to train at Kid Gloves, Inc.
(23 August 1959, Westport Town Crier, article #2)

Floyd Patterson working out on the speed bag
(Photo taken about 1958)

Floyd Patterson with his sparring partner, Tommy “Hurricane” Jackson
(Photo taken about 1958)

Floyd Patterson draws mixed reaction from Westport residents
(27 August 1959, Westport Town Crier)

Floyd Patterson assures Westport that he will not harm Kid Gloves, Inc.
(03 September 1959, Westport Town Crier)

Editor’s Note:
Several years before Floyd Patterson arrived in Westport, Patterson’s manager, Cus D’Amato, had
associated with some known gangsters. This caused him to be involved in hearings conducted in
September 1959 by a U.S. Senate subcommittee, headed by Estes Kefauver, which was
investigating the connection between boxing and organized crime.
The association of Cus D’Amato with organized crime had nothing whatsoever to do with Floyd
Patterson. However, when it became known that Patterson was training at Kid Gloves, Inc., the
headline in the Westport Town Crier was: “Boxing Gangsters Invade Westport”. That one
sensational and totally misleading headline had an immediate, negative consequence.
When Floyd Patterson saw the headline, he departed from Westport before the day was out,2 thus
ending Westport’s opportunity to host the past and future World Heavyweight Champion.

2

Floyd Patterson moved to a new training facility in Newtown, 30 miles north of Westport.

Kid Gloves, Inc. advertisement featuring Eduardo Enrich, the judo instructor
(10 September 1959, Westport Town Crier)

Kid Gloves, Inc. advertisement featuring Dereck Sheldon, the dance instructor
(17 September 1959, Westport Town Crier)

Kid Gloves, Inc. advertisement featuring Figure Control for women
(24 September 1959, Westport Town Crier)

Kid Gloves, Inc. article featuring Victoria Cabrera as the new figure control instructor
(Note: Margaret Bourke-White was a world famous photographer)
(27 September 1959, Westport Town Crier)

Kid Gloves, Inc. article featuring a judo exhibition by Eduardo Enrich
(01 October 1959, Westport Town Crier)

Kid Gloves, Inc. advertisement featuring Figure Control for women
(08 October 1959, Westport Town Crier)

Kid Gloves, Inc. advertisement featuring Workouts for men
(15 October 1959, Westport Town Crier)

Kid Gloves, Inc. advertisement featuring Judo instruction
(23 December 1959, Westport Town Crier)

First rumor of the sale of Kid Gloves, Inc.
(13 December 1959, Westport Town Crier)

Official announcement of the sale of Kid Gloves, Inc. to Anthony Iannone
(02 January 1960, Westport Town Crier)

First advertisement for Anthony’s Health Center & Gym, formerly Kid Gloves, Inc.
(03 January 1960, The Bridgeport Post)

Additional official announcement of the sale of Kid Gloves, Inc. to Anthony Iannone
(03 January 1960, The Bridgeport Post)

Anthony’s Health Center (formerly Kid Gloves, Inc.) article on new staff member,
Miriam Battista Rosamond (Note: Refer to Wikipedia article for MBR)
(07 January 1960, The Bridgeport Post)

Advertisement for Anthony’s Health Center & Gym, formerly Kid Gloves, Inc.
(07 January 1960, The Bridgeport Post)

Article on Anthony’s Health Center & Gym, formerly Kid Gloves, Inc.
(10 January 1960, The Bridgeport Post)

Advertisement for Anthony’s Health Center & Gym, formerly Kid Gloves, Inc.
(17 January 1960, The Bridgeport Post)
(Note the instructor for Physical Fitness for Boys, Franklin Mason, who was one of the first
instructors at the original Kid Gloves, Inc. and who is the compiler of this history)

Advertisement for Anthony’s Health Center & Gym, formerly Kid Gloves, Inc.
(January 1960, The Bridgeport Post)

Article on Anthony’s Health Center & Gym, formerly Kid Gloves, Inc., featuring after school
activities for boys
(20 February 1960, Westport Town Crier)

Editor’s Note: This is the last article or advertisement that the compiler was able to find on Kid
Gloves, Inc. (or its successor) in the local newspapers. However, he knows from personal
experience that it was open, at least, until June of 1960.

Advertisement by Couch Lou Dorsey offering his services as a
boxing and body building instructor
(10 October 1960, Westport Town Crier)

Editor’s Note: This advertisement acts as the final notice that Kid Gloves, Inc. was
out of business.

