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The Hidden Path of Carnelian Bay2 isnôt on any modern map. 

And it is hidden, but it is hidden in plain sight. 

You just need to know where to look. 

The Hidden Path is a magical place.  It runs right along the shore of Lake Tahoe.  And it also runs 

through the backyards of some of the most beautiful homes in North Lake Tahoe.  That aspect of the 

Path makes it very unusual, perhaps unique, in the entire Tahoe Basin. 

The Hidden Path is a public path that runs southwest from the back steps of the Gar Woods Grill & 

Pier.  To enter the Path, turn right at the bottom of the steps.3  The Path is about a quarter of a mile 

long, which is about 600 steps. 

According to Tom Turner,4 the owner of Gar Woods: 

The path was once the road . . . known as Bay Street.  It is now a public path, and the upland 

owners own to High Lake, and the public can use the path for walking. 

And according to Placer County documents:5 

[Bay Street is an] unimproved road easement identified as Bay Street on the Carnelian Bay on 

Lake Tahoe subdivision map, filed for record in 1908 in Book C of Maps, Page 14, and accepted 

by the County through a resolution in 1951. Bay Street is considered a County road easement 

carrying the rights for vehicular traffic, utilities and non-motorized public uses providing access 

to Lake Tahoe. 

Carnelian Bay is an unincorporated community on the shore of Lake Tahoe.  The Carnelian Bay post 

office opened in 1908. At the 2010 census, the population was 524, with 256 households.6 

From ñThe History of Carnelian Bayò:7 

Dr. Bourne lived year round at Lake Tahoe and during winter, he lived alone, like a hermit in his 

cabin, ñCastle Keep.ò He measured snowfall, rain and kept other environmental records that we 

still have today. Two steamers continued to trek across the lake during the winter, bringing him 

provisions. When he died in the 1880s, James Cleland acquired most of his holdings, which 

included the doctorôs sanatorium. 

A few years later, the Flick brothers purchased Clelandôs frontage properties, which included the 

hotel, a post office, general store, cottages and a wharf. There is a still a lakefront neighborhood 

called Flick Point, located just North of the Old Post Office café in Carnelian Bay. 

 
1 The author has been visiting Lake Tahoe almost every year since 1980, and he has been dining at Gar Woods since it 

opened in 1988.  None-the-less, he first ñdiscoveredò the Hidden Path in 2023, which will give you an idea of how hidden 

the path really is. 
2 The Hidden Path is one stretch of the public path that runs along the shore of Lake Tahoe from the Marina to Gar Woods 

and beyond for another quarter of a mile. 
3 Most people turn left to skip rocks on the beach to the left of the pier. 
4 Private communication, June 2023 
5 Refer to:  https://www.placer.ca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/28716/02a-PDF 
6 From:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carnelian_Bay,_California 
7 From:  https://www.northtahoehomes.com/the-history-of-carnelian-bay/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unincorporated_area
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Tahoe
https://www.placer.ca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/28716/02a-PDF


In 1909, the Flick brothers sold their lakefront property to allow for the development of 

Carnelian Bay as a summer residence resort. The homes in the Carnelian Bay subdivision 

boasted piped in water from a mountain spring in the hills above.  

Marketed as the Tahoe Country Club, the 81-acre Carnelian Bay resort included small and 

inexpensive lots that were sold to the average, middle class buyer. One needed only to promise 

[and] they would promptly build a house, cottage or bungalow on the lot. The prices ranged from 

$125 for a lake view lot, to $400 for a lakefront property. 

75 lots sold quickly and by 1914, the Carnelian Bay neighborhood had more than 45 homes. 

Homes boasted easy lake access, surrounded by wetlands. The developers had planned to dig an 

inland harbor and build a hotel and subsequently, landfill was added. While the Country Club 

concept never gained traction, folks continued to build cabins and cottages that became the 

neighborhood of Carnelian Bay. 

What follows are the original, 1908 map of Carnelian Bay, a corresponding map from 2023, 

photographs taken of the Hidden Path in June of 2023, and finally a side-by-side comparison of the 

original 1908 map with the 2023 map. 

 



 

1908 Original map of Carnelian Bay, showing Bay Street, the current ñHidden Pathò, adjacent to  
Section C on the map 

 



 

2023 map of Carnelian Bay. Note California Street, Nevada Street, Flick Street, Center Street,  
Tallac Street, and Olive Street, which are all on the original 1908 map. 

 



 

View from the back steps of Gar Woods Grill & Pier 

 



 

Sign indicating the Public Path (the ñHidden Pathò) with Gar Woods to the right 

 



 

Beginning of the Hidden Path 

 



 

Continuing along the Hidden Path 

 



 

Continuing along the Hidden Path 

 



 

Continuing along the Hidden Path 

 



 

Continuing along the Hidden Path 

 



 

Continuing along the Hidden Path 

 


